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Sheikha Nashmiya speaks 


Sheikha Nashmiya the sister of HH the Amir exudes an aura of sophis- 
tication as she speaks to Lima Ai Khalatawi on her feelings ot patriotism 
and her passion for collecting art. S»e rage 7 


Dependents visa transferable 

By Bassam AI Qassas 

AN official source at the Ministry' of Social Affairs and Labour announ- 
ced yesterday thatexpatriaies residing in Kuwaiton dependent residence 
(Article 22) can transfer their residence into the private or public sector, 
provided they fulfil the necessary conditions. 

The source said that such persons can apply to transfer their residen- 
ces. It is well known that expatriates holding dependent visas arc not 
allowed to work or seek any job in Kuwait. They were not allowed to 
transfer thdir residences into work residences either in the private or 
government sectors. Now. the ministry has allowed them to do so. 

' But the source affirmed that expatriates residing in Kuwait in accor- 
dance with' Article 14 (temporary residency) cannot transfer their 
residences to the private or government sectors. 

The sourer also confirmed that residences can be transferred, from the 
private and govenhnuM sectors into dependent visas provided the 
sponsor and the person concerned fulfil the necessary conditions for 
transfer. 


Hirawi urged to send army: Christian militia leader Samir 
Geagea asked^lyrian -backed President Elias Hirawi to send his array 
into the Christian enclave to end fighting that has killed more than 900 


. people in two months. 

“This move will be the only real, serious and practical way to end the 
war and division in East Beirut.” Geagea. who heads the Lebanese 


Fences (LF) militia, said on the LF-run Voice of Lebanon radio station. 

1 Reuter) 

India wishes success to PLO: India's president has said “we 

wish the people or Palestine every success in their struggle for a 
homeland, under the leadership of the PLO, their sole and legitimate 

^TThis^ came hi a speech delivered by the Indian leader. Ramaswami 
Venkaiaraman. during a banquet in his honour offered late last night by 
Britain's Queen Elizabeth. 

m m • 

Welcome ceremony cancelled: The ceremonial welcome at 

London’s Victoria staiionYor the president of India was cancelled on 
Tuesday because of a security scare over a suspect package, it was 

^President Ramaswami Venkaiaraman had earlier arrived at Gatwick 
airport and was welcomed upon hisarrival fora few daysstate vtsjt by the 
Duke and Duchess of Kent on behalf of the British Queen Elizabeth. 

• • • 

Defective gene discovered: a medical breakthrough which 

could vastly reauccthe number of children born with cripptiogand often 
fatal disorders, was announced. . . _ . 

British and American scientists said they have located the defective 
gene which is responsible Tor the childhood disorder, spinal muscular 
atrophy, a muscle-withering disease affecting about one in 20,000 live 

k^The discover/ was reported in the UK journal. Nature, by Kay Davies 
of the John Radcliffe hospital in Oxford and colleagues at Columbia 
University in New York. iKuna) ^ ^ 

Strongman's motion defeated: The central committee of the 
ruling Yemeni Socialist Party yesterday defeated a mpuon by strongman 
Ali Salem AI Bcidb to gain sweeping command of the country, party 

officials reported. . . . 

The decision came In an all-night session that ended at dawn. 

AI Beidh. secretary -genera I of the ruling Marxtst-styfe party since the 
civil warof 19S6. had proposed doubling as chairman of rhe presidium, 
the leading executive post in the country, in a revamp or tbe three top 
posts in the country. 

* ■ * 

Government secrets: The US government says it is finally getting 
a handle on how many secrets it creates each year 

2 Its best guess is that the "top secret.’ “secret and ttanfidew«r 
°Werc wielded 6.796.50 1 limes in the 12 months thatended Sept 30. 

That was a 25 per cent decrease from the year before, but the gams are 
. somewhat illusory’. 

• • • 

T shva urges to release hostages: Libyan leader Muammar 
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and the non-taking of innoeem 
hostages." 
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Israel preparing for war 


T el Aviv possesses 200 N-bombs, refuses all peace initiatives: Arafat 


AR1S, April 4, ( Agencies): Tbe chairman of the PLO, Yasser Arafat charged yesterday that Israel plan. 


Bush may testify for Imelda 

President, CIA were aware of all transactions 


PARIS, April 4, ( Agencies): The chairman of the PLO, Yasser Arafat charged yesterday that Israel 
“is preparing for war* 1 and possesses “200 nuclear bombs in addition to chemical and conventional 
weapons,** in an interview in Tunis with the Italian news Agency Ansa. 

In his interview with Ansa, Arafat, who will travel to Rome and the Vatican after meeting with 
Carter, asserted that Israel was stockpiling nuclear weapons and stalling the peace process. 

“The Israelis arc preparing for war,** he said. “They have refused all (he peace initiatives. UN resolution 
161. the Palestinian initiative, the Franco-Soviet initiative, ihc 10-pcini Egyptian plan and even the Baker 

“This problem is very serious 

because the Israelis will have in ■ m 

immigration of around 300.000 m m A 

people per year from the Soviet MM I 1 ■ 1 I 1 1 \M I 

Union, the countries of eastern ■ ■ III V* V % 

Europe and Ethiopia.” Arafat ^ 

said . “In the year 2000 Israel will *ZT ; — : : 

President, CIA were a\ 

Israel' second experimental 

wS!*) minStS and JoL nSrin NEW YORK April 4, t AP): Imelda Marcos’ attorney claimed vester- 

in space for about 60 days Israel “ a y that President George Bush urged her husband to invest m US real 

space agency officials said today eslale ^nd that the Central Intelligence Agency “was aware of every 

"UnriJ mw. all functions are for which she is now on irial 

working as planned and we arc Gerald Spence said he plans to call Bush as a defence witness, 

very satisfied with it” space He made the comments in opening arguments in the trial of the wife 

icencv nriminicrr^inr iwLh» of the late former Philippines leader Ferdinand Marcos and her co- 
Bar-Lev “id ' brad' radio defendant. Saudi arms dealer Adnan Khashoggi. 

The 160-kilogram (352- 
pound) satellite Ofek-2 was laun- 
ched yesterday by a three-stage 
rocket developed by Israel. Bar- 
Lev said the satellite had circled 
earth 16timessofarandthal they 
are able to contact it every time it 
passed over the country. 

The director of the space 
agency. Y uval! Nee man. said the 
Ofek-2 was lifted into space by 
the “Shavit” . — Hebrew for 
comet — launcher which was 
developed by the Israel aircraft 
industries. 

“It has two stages that are big 
rockets and a third and bst stage 
which is really a small engine 
used to put the satellite into its 
proper orbit, ’* he told the 
Associated Press. 

Israel Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens called Saddam the obsta- 
cle to peace in the Middle East 
yesterday and urged nations to 
take the “necessary steps,” to 
ball the threat of chemical Adnan Khashoggi(centre) walks through the subway /n New York on Tuesday 

weapons. wilh his attorney (right) and a ferrate companion on the way to his trial wilh 

Arens said the arsenals of the Imelda Marcos on charges of federal rackeieermg (Reuter wirephoto) 

Arab nations were “larger than — 1 ^ — 
all of Nalo.” but he feared more H ■ 

the stockpile of chemcial I A ♦ WM gkk m 

weapons by Iraq. Syria and | | J g | 

Iraq accused Israel today of m 

seeking to destroy Iraqi industry ■ _ m 

and science in order to maintain L M ■ ■ Ilf W^k 

its military edge in the region and III I I 1 11 WMW m I M 

avoid making peace with the m M B m m u u 

Arabs. 

daiin^l^wM iheviaim of a we^ Bombing kjllS 36 

tern campaign to curb its might 

£ra^°o n C r “ in b ili°MTdd!c AMRITSAR, April 4, (AP): Simranjwt Singh Mann, h«d 

East in favour of the Pales tin- Paramilitary troops patrolled of the Akali Dal Party, charged 

the Punjab town of Batala today that at least a dozen Sikhs were 

Bassam Abu Sharif, political aAer36 people died in a bombing killed by Hindus “in front of the 

adviser to Arafat, said in a blamed on Sikh extremists and in police" after the bomb attack, 

statement the campaign against 30 atlack b Y an enraged Hindu Mann, elected to parliament 
Iraq was part of a "complicated _ . . . from a Punjab constituency in 

plot to curtail the development of People were confined to their last Novembers general elec- 

this country as the nucleus of homes by an indefinite curfew lions, spoke to reporters in New 
power for the whole Arab imposed shortly after yesterday’s Delhi after an unsuccessful 

|j al j on « bombing. attempt lo take his parliamen- 


“What can be the alternative?, the PLO leader asked. “In addition they are increasing their military power 
in all fields. They possess 200 nuclear bombs in addition to chemcial and conventional weapons.” ’ 

Arafat made it clear that in his talks with Italian leaders and at an audience with Pope John Paul 11. his 
main aim will be to press for international action to coerce the Israeli leaders into resuming peace 
negotiations. 

In particular, he hopes to win support for curbing the influx of Soviet Jews into Israel and their settlement 
in the I sraeli-occupied territ ones. 



Adnan Khashoggi {centre) walks through the subway in New York on T uesday 
with his attorney (nght) and a female companion on the way to his trial with 
Imelda Marcos on charges of federal racketeering (Reuter wirephotol 

Troops patrol 
Punjab town 

Bombing kills 36 



AMRITSAR, April 4, (AP): 
Paramilitary troops patrolled 
the Punjab town of Batala today 
aAer 36 people died in a bombing 
blamed on Sikh extremists and in 
an attack by an enraged Hindu 
mob. 

People were confined to their 
homes by an indefinite curfew 
imposed shortly after yesterday's 
bombing. 

Police said 33 people were 
killed and 68 were injured when 
the bomb exploded as about 
100.000 Hindus celebrating the 
birth of the warrior-god Roma 
paraded through a crowded 
vegetable market. Most of the 
victims were Hindus, but some 
Sikh onlookers were among the 
dead and injured. 

Immediately after the blast, 
two nurses at a nearly hospital 
and a Sikh policeman were 
beaten to death by angry Hindus, 
witnesses said. 

The nurses’ religion was not 
immediately known. The women 
were killed after a Hindu crowd 
became furious at finding no 
doctors on duty at the hospital, 
the witnesses said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

One of the most influential 
Sikh leaders in Punjab blamed 
the bomb blast on “oppressive 
state machinerv” r;,d said it was 
timed to prolong the federal 
government's rule in the state 


Simranjeet Singh Mann, head 
of the Akaii Dal Party, charged 
that at least a dozen Sikhs were 
killed by Hindus “in front of the 
police” after the bomb attack. 

Mann, elected to parliament 
from a Punjab constituency in 
last November’s general elec- 
tions. spoke to reporters in New 
Delhi after an unsuccessful 
attempt lo take his parliamen- 
tary oath. He also wanted to 
make a statement against a 
government proposal to extend 
federal rule in the state until 
November this year. 

Guards at Parliament House 
refused to allow the bespectacled 
Sikh leader to enter unless he left 
behind his 4-foot (1.3-metre) 
long sword. Mann refused to give 
up his sword, a symbol of the 
Sikh faiLh. 

He returned to a Sikh temple 
from where he had marched to 
parliament at the head of a 
procession of 200 Sikhs. 

“The bureaucracy has a vested 
interest in prolonging their con- 
trol in Punjab," he said. “They 
are so corrupt." 

Inside parliament, members of 
the opposition Congress Party 
walked out when Speaker Rabi 
Ray refused to allow a motion to 
set aside normal business so that 
the Lok Sabha, or house of tbe 
people, could discuss the Batala 
violence. 


Israeli satellite Ofek-2 | government’s rule in the state violence. 

€ *jqjiirtri^^ abandons throne over 

--.i j,™,,, a mnstitutional expert called the situation “eompletriy first 12 weeks of pregnancy if the woman is deemed in a 16,0( 

5SELS. April 4. (AP):King Baudoum state of “distress" Gui> 

Irarilv today rather than sign ^to bw a b.U endmg a ^ Under the law. x doctor must determine that slate. But ^ 


The lawyer said Bush, then vice-president, was concerned about the 
Marcoses negotiating an oil deal with Libyan leader Moammar Khad- 
dafi. The attorney said Bush suggested to Marcos during a 1981 
meeting in Manila, “why don’t you invest in American properties?” 
The Marcoses, “who saw themselves as children of America." look 
the advice, Spence said. 

In Washington. White- House spokesman Steve Hart had no 
immediate comment on the attorney's statements. 

Earlier, a prosecutor por- 
trayed Mrs Marcos as an uncon- 
trolled spender who treated the 
Philippine National Bank as her 
“personal piggy bank." 

Both Marcoses were named in 
the 1 988 indictment that charged 
them with stealing millions of 
dollars from the Philippine 
treasury to buy Manhattan real 
estate, jewellery and art. 

Spence said Marcos was war- 
ned by the CIA that he might not 
have enough money lo marshal a 
force lo recapt ure the Philippines 
if it was taken over by communist 
rebels. 

“The evidence in this case is 
that the CIA was aware of every 
transaction that took place in 
this case." Spence said without 
giving details. 

Prosec u i o rs o bjec ted 

repeatedly as Spence gave a ram- 
bling discourse of Philippine his- 
tory. Judge John F. Keenan shar- 
w York on Tuesday Imelaa ( centre ) walks to Federal ply rebuked the defence attorney 

ray to his trial wilh Court in New York on Tuesday, clut- several limes, 

iter wirephoto) ching a bouquet of (towers. Earlier. Mrs Marcos broke 

I in to tears as Spence told the jury 
that the former Philippine first 
lady was a devoted wife commil- 
■— -ks ! ted to defending the honour of 

* her late husband. 

Although Spence said he was 
pf) I I p" p not going to use an innocent- 

I I 1 U LJ III spouse defence, he claimed Mrs 

Marcos. 60, did not understand 
I ■ the “intricacies of finance.’’ 

n Q T M Assistant US attorney Debra 

\A v-/ Ca L I I Livingston, however, told the 

jurors in Manhattan's federal 
r \ A f ■ court that the Marcoses were 

/"\ T \ /V / Q ip | “partners in crime" who expor- 

\J I V V CL III ted “fraud on a colossal scale” to 

SRINAGAR. April 4. (UPI): At the United Stales. 

*asi 200.000 Muslims chanting ami- Livingston said the couple 
Indian slogans gathered at a prayer "grabbed from a dollar-poor 
ground yesterday to mourn thedeath country to satisfy Imelda Mar- 

J f a . leade y ****** cos' voracious appetite for real 

iunng an encounter with security ”2* _ . Ji. 

forces, witnesses said. estate, jewellery and art and 

The mourners remained peaceful, make multimillion-doHar pur- 
lowever. throughout an hour-long chases. 

•ervice for Ashfaq Majid Wani. who She said Mrs Marcos treated 
lied Friday when a grenade be was the New York branch of the 
jreparing to throw at security forces Philippine National Bank as her 
~tploded in his hand after he was "personal piggy bank. Every 

_ r tiraeshedesoendedonNewYork 

Meanwhile, another of the five . 

xsople shot late Monday by security s “!f craCjCd ^ P er l' 
breed died yesterday in a Srinagar bundles and bundles of cash. 

SfS-SSw? Livingston said the Marcoses. 
Polled hSounJTsaid who, both earned modest 

he five people were hit by gunfire salaries, amassed great wealth in 

rom a Central Reserve Police Force the Philippines through kick- 

iatroi at about i 1 pm Monday out- backs, bribes and outright theft 

*dc a mosque in Baramulla. 30 miles from the Philippine treasury, 

lortbwest of Srinagar. The money was then placed in 

Two people died at the scene and sccrel bank accounts around the 

111 Ukc " l ° 3 hosp ’ world before being transfered to 

Police K say what provoked Shdl c W* lio " s “ 

he incident and provided no further owners for four Manhattan buil- 

ietails. dings, the prosecutor charged. 

In Srinagar, the summer capital or Livingston said the Marcoses 
ammu and Kashmir state. 400 miles also allegedly defrauded banking 

640 km) north of New Delhi, curfew institutions of SI65 million to 

«s relaxed yesterday from lam to A finance the upkeep oftheproper- 

Most businesses remained closed. UC ^ h nrosecutor said the 

lowever. to mourn the death of .. ■ , t rr a» * ». iS 

Vani, a local commander of the pganucweb of fraud was held 
eparattsi Jammu and Kashmir together by secrecy and accom- 

Jberation Front, police and witnes- plices who acted as fronts for the 

es said. Marcoses. 


, . . j™- . institutional expert called the situation “eompletriy first 12 weeks of pregnancy if the woman is deemed in a 

SElAApriKtAPk.RmeBaudo^n^dp™ said it wasa wlulion MKofdislrra.-^ 

rarilv today rather than sign into la w ? bill end g complex problem- Under the law. a doctor must determine that state. But 

aroan on abortion in overwhelmingly Rom Baudouin’s official title is King of the Belgians. His opponents of the measure have said the term is meaning- 

lic Belgium. . nowers are larKly ceitmonial. but under the constitution less and makes abortion available on demand, 

douin' was suspended as monarch at Cjd-|j on without his signature cannot have the effect of The vote capped a 16-ycar period in which more than 

L>Sterannoundngthesusp^o^di^owTim „ rac iice. the king plays an active role behind the two dozen pro-abortion bills were voted down in the 

had enacted the abortion b»l adopM iasi - consu | ting regularly wilh government mmisteis. Parliament. 

it the roral assent required by the “nsnrauom _ Thc kine. a devout Catholic, balked at the abortion bill Until now. abortion was a criminal offence under a 1 867 

oovernment then recalled the bicameral Pariiamai , . . -Thursday by the Chamber of representatives. law that provided for prison terms or up to five yea rs for 

SVS re«* for a joint legislative woo puBd chamber. The bodyvoted 126 offendcrT 

row to restoreSudouin as the constitutional mon- jhe^ran^ f ^ abslcnl i ons> IO allow abortions dunng the But enforcemem of the ban had become spotty. Some 

"the nation of U) million. 


unoer me taw. a aoctor must actermine mat staic. out 
opponents of the measure have said the term is meaning- 
less and makes abortion available on demand. 

The vote capped a 16-ycar period in which more than 
two dozen pro-abortion bills were voted down in the 
Parliament. 

Until now, abortion was a criminal offence under a 1 867 
law that provided for prison terms or up to five years for 
offenders. 

But enforcement of the ban had become spotty. Some 


trol 200,000 

\in mourn 

death 

igh Mann, head f) T VV 3 fl I 

I Party, charged ^ 1 v ¥ V - >1 1 1 1 
ozen Sikhs were SRINAGAR, April 4. (UPI): At 
i "in fron l of the * easI 200.000 M uslims chanting anti- 

bomb attack lndian sl °gans gathered at a prayer 

j , K ground yesterday to mourn thedeath 

1 to parliament of a leader lilted last week 

constituency in during an encounter with security 
s general elec- forces, witnesses said, 
e porters in New The mourners remained peaceful, 

i unsuccessful however, throughout an hour-long 
i his parliamen- service for Ashfaq Majid Wani. who 
also wanted to died Friday when a grenade be was 
rent against a preparing to throw at security forces 

;^ ,=s,d in “ s haDd af,cr ■“ 

the state until Meanwhile, another of the five 
r ear. people shot late Monday by security 

rltament House forced died yesterday in a Srinagar 
the bespectacled hospital, bringing to three the death 
ter unless he left to ”'" the latest flare-up of violence 
-».•*! ( l Police and hospital sources said 

"*22 the five people were hit by gunfire 
in refused togive f mm a Central Reserve Police Force 
symbol ot uie patrol at about 1 1 pm Monday out- 
side a mosque in Baramulla. 30 miles 
o a Sikh temple northwest of Srinagar, 
lad marched 10 Two people died at the scene and 
the head of a the other three were taken to a hosp- 
3 Sikhs. itai m Srinagar, 

racy has a vested ’gg dl ? D0 J «y ^ provoked 

aging their con- P ' D ° 

he said. “They j n Snnagar, the summer capital or 

Jammu and Kashmir state. 4(K) miles 
ent, members or (040 km ) north of New Delhi, curfew 
Congress Party was relaxed yesterday from 7 am ro 4 
a Speaker Rabi P ra - 

iow a motion to Most businesses remained closed, 

business so that however, to mourn the death of 

or house of the Wini ’ 2 ,ocal CommandE r of the 
tiT nlltSf separatist Jammu and Kashmir 
>cuss the Batala Liberation Front, police and witnes- 

ses said. 

:r abortion law 

16,000 Belgian women a year had abortions with doctors 
listing the operation as “womb surgery.” 

The government’s action today set off a debate about 
the suspension's constitutionality. There were appeals for 
the 59-year-old monarch to abdicatc- 
“il is lime that we had a republic in Belgium. By 
withdrawing from his role as king he has removed ail 
relevance of the monarchy to Belgium,'’ said Raymonds 
Dury, leader of the French-speaking socialists in the 
European Parliament. The party rules in coalition with the 
Christian Democrats of Prime Minister Wilfried Martens. 




King Baudouin 


Prisoner-hostage 

Hooded prisoners display an 
apparent hostage (no shirt) on the 
rool o( Strangeways. One prisoner 
gestured to police that the hostage 
would be thrown ofi the roof, i Reuter 
wirephoto) See story Page 2. 


UAE pardons 
150 prisoners 


ABU DHABI. April 4. (API: 
President Sheikh Zaycd Bin Sultan 
AI Nahyan today ordered the release 
of 1 50 prisoners to mark the M uslim 
holy month of Ramadan. 

The official UAE news agency 
Warn reported that along with the 
release order. Sheikh Zaycd decided 
to undcrwriieany financial claims on 
the released prisoners. 

The prisoner, were from Abu 
Dhabi and its suburb of AI Ain. 
Zaycd cook che decision in his 
capacity as ruler of ihe Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi. 

Abu Dhabi is the biggest of seven 
emirates federated in the UAE. 


DAY BY DAY 


THE Director of the Traffic 
Department is taking a tough line 
against traffic violators. 

While we appreciate and thank 
him for this approach, we wish 
that stiff penalties are similarly 
extended to those who drive at 
high speed, cross from right to left 
and misbehave with other 
drivers. Such people also throw 
paper tissues and other litter from 
their cars and need strict punish- 
ment and discipline. 

We say they should be jailed for 
not a month. but three as they are 
basically causing harm to others, 
disgrace their country and defile 
ibecity and its roads. 

We believe it is now the duty of 
the state to punish such persons 
— after their parents failed to 
own up to their responsibilities. 

Zahed Matar 


Ratnaclan timings 


Thursday 

lmsak: 4.02 am: IFtar: 6.09 pm 

Friday 

lmsak: 4.01 am; Iftar 6. 1 0 pm 


CONTRACTORS 
WISHING TO 
DISPOSE OF 
DRIU1NG 
EQUIPMENT/ 
CAMPS ETC 

Kindly contact Mr Raby 
on Tel 4849454 
(8.30 am -1.30 pm) 
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‘Reign of 
terror is 
over’ in 
Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO, April 4, (AP): 
President Ranasinghe 

Premadasa, opening a new ses- 
sion of Parliamenl, said today 
the “reign of terror" in this 
tropical island was over. 

The chief opposition parlies 
disagreed with Premadasa’s rosy 
assessment, which was reminis- 
cent of his independence day 
speech exactly two months. 

The Sri Lanka Freedom Parly, 
headed by former Prime Minister 
Sirimavo Bandaranaike. and 
two allied parties boycotted the 
parliamentary meeting. The par- 


ties issued a statement saying 
their absence was in protest of 


their absence was in protest of 
“undemocratic actions of the 
government, the murders, 
abductions and violations of 
human rights and the limitless 
burdens heaped of the people by 
the increasing cost ofliving.” 

The three parties, which hold 
73 of parliament's 225 seats, also 
said there was no point in attend- 
ing the session since presidential 
speeches are not topics for 
debate. 

Premadasa, whose United 
National Parly has J24 seals, 
maintain ed the worst was over 
and the fear that had gripped the 
country had disappeared. 

The President, who took office 
. on Jan 2, 1 989, said that last year 
“disruptions and destruction 
became the order of the day. ... 
The very foundations of 
democracy in Sri Lanka was 
threatened. The country was 
engulfed in a reign of terror 
unprecedented incur nation.’' 

■ ■ Last June it entered negotia- 
tions with the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), the 
most powerful of the Tamil 
guerrilla groups that launched a 
separatist insurrection against 
the Sinhalese-dominated gover- 
nment in 1983. 

■ In the final months of 1989 it 
decimated the leadership of Sin- 
halese extremists trying to over- 
throw it 

■ On March 24 the last Indian 


peacekeeping troops, who had 
bogged down in a stalemated 


bush war with the Tamil Tigers, 
left Sri Lanka. 

Premadasa asked all ethnic 
groups to prepare for sacrifices 
to help solve the problems of the 
Tamil minority. 


More than 17,000 people died 
in the island's twin wars. At least 
1 1.000 people were killed in the 
Tamil revolt in the past nine 
years. 

More than 6,000 more died 
when Sinhalese extremists from 
the People's Liberation Front 
launched a violent backlash 
against the government for offer- 
ing concessions to the Tamils. 
Government security forces and 
pro-government vigilante 
groups unleashed an offensive 
against the Front, and for mon- 
ths that charred and mutilated 
bodies of suspected Sinhalese 
subversives turned up along the 
roads every morning. 

Premadasa said the terror that 
gripped Sri Lanka, once a prime 
tounst destination, had cost the 
Indian ocean island S272 million 
through property damage and 
lost revenue. 

The President said the time 
now was ripe for reforms. He 
pledged to eliminate corruption 
m public life, lessen controls on 
government-owned corpora- 
tions and offer improved 
climates for foreign investment. 


4 killed 


Bomb 


rocks 


Lahore 


LAHORE. April 4. (AP): A bomb 
rocked Pakistan's ancient eastern 
city of Lahore yesterday, killing four 
people and injuring 22. police said. 

No one immediately claimed res- 
ponsibility for the mid -afternoon 
explosion in a congested market- 
place in Lahore's old city, said a 
police officer, who refused to give bis 
name. 

The bomb, bidden in a cardboard 
crate, went ofT when a fruit hawker 
spotted the abandoned crate and 
iricd to move it. officers at the scene 
said. 

Hundreds of bombs have 
exploded in recent yean in Pakistan's 
Northwest Frontier Province, home 
to more than three million Afghan 
refugees who have fled the bloody 
civil war in their homeland. 

Pakistani officials regularly blame 
the bombings on agents of Afghanis- 
tan’s communist government, a 
charge Afghan President Najib 
routinely denies. 


Bombings have been rare, 
however, in eastern Pakistani ciu'es 
and towns such as Lahore. 


■ One man was killed in a gunflght 
between police and striking trans- 
port workers in Karachi yesterday, 
police said. 


Conservatives order councils to cut poll tax 


It’s Thatcher’s final admission of failure, says Labour leader in Parliament 


LONDON. April 4, (UPI): A Labour 
Party leader said the government 


admitted failure by ordering local 
councils mostly controlled by Labour 


to cut poll taxes, the levy that has 
sparked sometimes violent reaction 


among Britons. 

Environment Minister Chris Patten, 
whose office overseas domestic taxes, 
said yesterday order was necessary 
because rite local governments were 
overspending and overburdening tax- 


payers. 

But a Labour leader in PartiamenL 


Bryan Gould, described the order tc 
cap taxes in some opposi Lion-con- 
trolled areas as the government's "final 

admission of the poll tax’s failure" and 
an effort to "shift the blame." 

“If accountability is the key. why 
couldn't (the government) wait for the 
voters to pass judgement.” he said. 
“They’ve given up trying to make the 
poll tax work, they’ve given upiryingio 
help the poll tax payers, their sole objec- 
tive now is trying to shift the blame. 

The poll tax or community charge, 
under which every adult is charged the 


same amount, was mandated by the 
central government to replace taxes 
based on the value of a taxpayer’s 
property. Local councils set the fee. 

Unlike income lax. or the property 
tax it replaces, the poll tax does not 
discriminate according to wealth, 
which has caused bitter complaints. 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
has been a long-time opponent of 
properly taxes, which fall most heavily 
on Conservative Party voters. 

She advocated the poll taxasa way or 
equally spreading the costs of local 


services among the 34 million people 
who elect local councils, and of curbing 
high spending by Labour authorities by 
making them more accountable to their 
constituencies. 

The plan, however, has backfired, 
with latest polls showing the Con- 
servatives lagging behind Labour by 
between 19 per cent and 28 per cent of 
those questioned. 


areas in which he was ordering the poll 
tax to be capped. Eighteen of the local 
councils are controlled by the Labour 
Party and in two, no party has overall 
control. 

There are hundreds of local councils. 


but the 20 areas singled out yesterday 
had amone the highest rates of the poll 


Patten, the ministerin charge of taxa- 
tion, was jeered by opposition members 
of Parliament as he read the list of 20 


had among the highest rates of the poll 
tax, .which vary from £148 (S241) 
annually to £573 (S934). Rates are set 
according to local government budgets 
and the caps Patten ordered will also 
vary. 

“It is little wonder that strong feel- 


ings have been expressed up and down 
the country about the level of many 
charges." Patten said. “Charge payers 
are being asked to pay some 30 per cent 
more than domestic rate payers in 
1989-90 and that is a positiort that « 
deplorable and an unacceptable bur- 
den on local people." . , 

Labour leader Neil Kinnock accused 
Thatcher yesterday of being pleased by 
the riots and looting after a poll tax 
protest Saturday because the disorder 
diverted attention from the actual issue 
of the lax. 



Hindus wash off sins: Thousands of Hindus 
immersed themselves in a tributary of the sacred 
Brahmaputra river near the Bangladesh capital on 
Tuesday in a ceremony aimed at dea nsing themselves 
of sin and securing divine blessings. 

Organisers said more than 100,000 Hindus, includ- 
ing visitors from India, Nepal and Burma, took part 
in what was the biggest Hindu festival in predomin- 
antly Muslim Bangladesh. 

The Bangladesh government has renovated Hindu 
temples and set up camps for devotees at the festival 
site at Langalbandh. 20 miles (30 km) from Dhaka. 
(Reuter): 


Dhaka storm toll 177: The death ton from 


the past nine days oftropical storms rose to 177 with 
the discovery of more bodies, and weather officials 


the discovery of more bodies, and weather officials 
predicted Tuesday that at least 10 more tropical 
storms would batter Bangladesh in April. 

Searchers rifting through the rubble of collapsed 
houses found eight bodies, while the bodies of three 
fishermen were recovered from a lake where their 
anal! boat had capsized, police said. 

The fishermen drowned in Rangamati lake in the 
-Chittagong Hill Tracts. 220 kilometres (135 miles) 
southeast of Dhaka, police said, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. (AP) 





Miss Universe delegates 


Boat capsizes, 50 feared dead: About so 

people were feared drowned after a boat capsized 
during a storm in northwestern Bangladesh, a news- 


paper reported Wednesday. 

The motor launch overturned Sunday night in the 


Jamuna river near Sirajganj, about 100 kilometres 
(60 miles) northwest or Dhaka, the Bangladesh 
Times said. 

The newspaper said about 30 of the 80 passengers 
swam to shore. As of Wednesday, five bodies had 
been recovered and the rest of the people were miss- 
ing and feared dead, the Times said. ( AP) 


Delegates for the 1990 Miss Universe Pagaent 
are welcomed to Los Angeles after arriving April 
2. From left to right they are Miss India Suzanne 
Subloak, Miss Turkey Janide Ales. Miss Japan 
Hiroko Miyoshi and Miss Korea Oh Hyun Kyung. 
The show is scheduled for April 1 5 at the Shubert 
Theatre in Century City. (Reuter wi rephoto) 


Jama Masjid renovations: Renovation 

work of the historic Jama Masjid of Delhi, being 
carried out by the National Front government at an 
estimated cost of Rs 5 million has created con- 
troversy as many Hindu organisation have objected 
to it 

The World Hindu Council (Vistawa Hindu Pari- 


proiecting foreign investors in China, a fifth straight 
deficit budget and a work report by Premier Li Peng 
which stresses that China will never yield to threats 
against its socialist system. 

A resolution approved on the final day spoke of 
"historic victories" over the past year in furthering 

the socialist cause in China. (AP) 

* * » 


century mosque. (Kuna) 


major portion 


Doi pledges democracy: The leader of 

Japan's Socialist Party, which recently abandoned its 
long-standing goal of a socialist revolution, called for 
a new priocipte of social democracy Tuesday and for 
more reforms in the party's policies. 

"As the world’s mainstream finds answers in the 
principle of social democracy, we must unite social 
democratic forces within Japan to pave the way fora 
realisation of social democracy in this country." 
party chairwoman Takako Doi told the party's 
annual convention, which began Tuesday in Tokyo. 
(AP) 


Illegal immig rants: Italy's deputy prime min- 
ister has proposed using the army and navy to help 
keep illegal immigrants out of the country. 

Claudio Martelli. a socialist criticised by other 

parties in chej^vernmgeoahtioafor being too soft on 

Illegal immigration, told -an Italian newspaper on 
Wednesday he would outline his plan to the cabinet 
soon. v . i* 

In recent months Italy has reported numerous 
cases of illegal immigrants trying to enter through 
ports, mostly in the south, or by walking across 
northern land borders with France, Switzerland, 
Austria and Yugoslavia. (Reuter) 


Ireland to abolish death penalty: 

Ireland is to formally abolish the death penalty and 
introduce automatic jail sentences of at least 30 years 
for certain convicted killers, the government said in a 


bill published on Wednesday. 

Capital punishment has been retained in Ireland 
for the killers of policemen, prison officers and 
foreign leaders and diplomats since hanging for all 
other kfllings was abohshed in late 1950s. 

Irish JustKe Minister Ray Burke published details 
of a bill to replace die death penalty with mandatory 
40-year jafi sentences which, with remission, mean 
that killers will have to spend at least 30 years in 
prison. (Reuter) 


China parliament closes: china's 

parliament closed its annual session Wednesday after 
approving a law under which much of Hong Kong's 
present system will be preserved under Chinese rule. 

The 2.700 deputies to the 15-day session of the 
National People’s Congress also approved a law 


‘Joy ends in tragedy’ 


Childbirth kills many Asian women 


LAHORE, Pakistan, April 4. (Reuter): The joy of 
motherhood ends in tragedy in South Asia more 
often than anywhere else in the world — with the 
death of the mother and often the baby. 

Death in childbirth, all but unknown in developed 
countries, remains a huge problem in parts of Asia 


where poverty, ignorance, poor health care and 
cultural pressures to have a lot of children take a 


cultural pressures to have a lot of children take a 
terrible toll on women. 

Of the 500,000 women who die in childbirth each 
year around the world, about 300.000 are in India 
and neighbouring countries. 

“Maternal mortality is too often the end result of 
a life diminished by discrimination from the 
moment of birth to early marriage." Dr Halfdan 
Mahler, former head of the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO), told a conference on Safe Motherhood 
last month. 

“Indeed death may come as release for women 
who live in miserable poverty and whose full person- 
hood is denied by custom, status and lack of access 
to education, medical care and self-determination.” 
he told the gathering in the eastern city of Lahore. 

Throughout much of the region sons are prized 


and the birth of a girl seen as a curse not a blessing. If 
she survives it will be on sufferance — her brothers 


will get the lion's share of food, education and 
medical care. 

Male dominance and ignorance of health and 
family planning are fuelling a population explosion 
that will eventually give South Asia two of the 
world's three most populous countries- 

India, with more than 800 million people, is 
second to China but could take over as most 
populous nation m the next 50 years. 

Pakistan has one of the highest population 
growth rates at three per cent a year and is set 
eventually to become the third most populated 
country, a World Bank study said last year. 

The average woman in South Asia gives birth to 
six children and probably is pregnant eight or nine 
times in her life, WHO says. One in every 38 dies 
from pregnancy-related problems compared with 
only one in 1,750 in the developed world. 


“I think that demand for family planning is much 
greater for women. They're tired of having children 
and they want them better-spaced but I am not sure 
they have tbecfcxision-maJangabiiity or power," Dr 
Nans Saidk, head of the UN Population Fund, said 
in an interview. 

In overwhelmingly Muslim Pakistan women 
often have little say in their lives. Tbeir testimony in 
court is worth only half that of men. Not even one 
woman in five gets to learn basic reading and writ- 
ing. 

Government ministers acknowledge in private 
that education and family planning must be used to 
reduce population growth if the country is to 
progress economically, but they fear provoking a 
confrontation with Islamic fundamentalists. 

Nusrat Bhutto, the mother of Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto and a senior minis ter herself, astoni- 
shed many in a speech to the conference in Lahore by 
raising the taboo subject of abortion — strictly 
illegal in Pakistan but widely practised. 

Sadik. a Pakistani and the first woman head of a 
major UN agency, urged Benazir to make family 
planning a non-partisan issue so that bold steps 
could be taken. 

Mahler, who is now bead of the International 
Planned Parenthood Federation, said: “When it 


comes to countries like Pakistan, politics is the art of 
doing the hnpossble. PoKtkda ns nave to take risks." 

Awareness about safe motherhood has increased 
among health professionals and the public since the 
first big international conference on the subject was 
held in Nairobi three years ago. 

MahJcr and other experts say the safe mother- 
hood campaign is now also seen as a powerful toot 
for promoting family planning. 

*‘I think to talk about safe motherhood without 
emphasising family planning is rather a joke, 1 ' 
Mah'er said in an interview. 

“If women are exhausted by physical coil bur also 
have the threat of another pregnancy, then our 
chances ofdomg something are very slight unless we 
improve family planning." 

Altaf Bashir, a heroine of the Pakistani 
Movement to Help Mothers, has proven in the 
industrial city of Faisalabad that cutting through 
bigotry and ignorance can lead to real progress. 

Since starting an emergency maternal ambulance 
servicein I988andtraimogforiffiteratewomenwho 
traditionally attend home births in the slums, the 
professor of gynaecology said her team had man- 
aged to cut maternal deaths by half. 


Typically, girls marry very young and often have 
their first child before they are fully mature them- 
selves. 

These young brides are most at risk of dying is 
pregnancy, along with women who become preg- 
nant again before they have recovered from a 
previous birth. 
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Delicate talks continue 


Strangeways prisoner dies 


MANCHESTER, April 4, (AP): The governor of Strangeways prison 
said today that he was pursuing “delicate and difficult" negotiations 
with a dwindling band of rebellious inmates. 

One prisoner died yesterday of injuries suffered duringa riot that 
erupted at a Sunday chapel service. Prison Governor Brendan O’Friel 
said he feared thaL another fatality may come to light as guards regain 
control of the facility. 

This morning, fewer than a b unrired prisoner* still held c - r.tr«4 of the 


upper floors of four wings of the prison in the northern city of 
Manchester, four prisoners appeared today morning on the prison s 
snow-covered tool following a third night without heal or light in the 
ravaged cellblocks. 


“We're now m a delicate and difficult situation ... but my hope is that v 
these negotiations will result ina peaceful end to this incidents,'' O'Friel 
told reporters. 


He commended his stafT for 
containing an "explosion of evil” 
on Sunday, when he said more 
than 1,500 inmates were out of 
control. 

About 20 “hard core of the 
hard core" prisoners were stop- 
ping other inmates from giving 
up. said Ivor Serle. a guard and 
chairman of the local branch of 
the Prison Officers* Association. 

Serle said he understood 68 
inmates were still on the loose in 
the prison. A spokesman for the 
Home Office, whose jurisdiction 
includes prisons, put the figure at 
under 40. 

Thirteen guards were hurt by 
flying bricks, poles and other 
objects in an operation yesterday 
to regain control, Serle said. Six 


of the injured guards were hosp- 
italised, he said. 


Manchester-born Derek 
White, 46, died yesterday in 
north Manchester hospital from 
head wounds and chest pains. He 
was jailed while awaiting trial for 
alleged indecent assault and bug- 
gery- _ . . 

Sex offenders, child molesters, 
convicted- policemen; and. Aids 
suff<nerS are among thosesubjept ! 
to special 1 loathing among prison 
inmates. 

White was among a group of 
50 such prisoners bang held in a 
segregated wing when other 
prisoners at a religious service in 
the prison on Sunday overp- 
owered guards and took their 
keys. 

They used them to gain access 
to large areas of the prison, 
including the segregated section. 
They attacked White and -other 
members of the group and in a 
general rampage through' the 
prison started fires, smashed fix- 
tures and broke through oh to 
the roof. 

Inmates' relatives say factors 
adding to tension at the 122- 
year-old prison indude overcr- 
owding, with up to three prison- 
ers in cells built for one,, insan- 
itary conditions, and prisoners 
locked in ceflsfor up to 23 hours a 
day. 

With a prison population of 
47,000, Britain has the highest 
number of inmates per capita in 
Western Europe. 
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Riot police check their protective gear before entering Strangeways. (Reuter wirephoto) 


India 


talks fail 


Cory pledges to 
reappoint Abad 


KATHMANDU, April 4, (UPI): 
Thirty-five tbonud Nepalese 
denoustrafed for democracy yester- 
day in Patau where over 300 trapped 


Committee fails to confirm 


The British Broadcasting 
Corp reported that ringleaders 
were apparently holding some 


ha ve taken over the town in an escalat- 
ing confrontation between the 
democracy movement and KiagBereo- 
dra’s appointed go ven m ent- 
Anti udo-NepaH talks foiled to end 
a 13 nMHrtfa Indian trade boycott tbat is 
strangling Nepal's impoverished econ- 
omy after India d emande d that its 
troops be allowed to patrol Nepal's 
border with Qriaa, a source said. ’ 

A downpour ended the demonstra- 
tions iaPatan after it was addressed by 
local communist leader Slddfai Lai 


MANILA, April 4, JAP): A con- 


gressional committee today 
failed to confirm President 
Corazon Aquino's choice for 
land reform secretary, but she 
vowed to renominate Florencio 
Abad and force a showdown 
with her coalition's leading 
party. 

If he secures the job, Abad will 
have the delicate task of fulfilling 
the desires of millions of peasants 
without alienating powerful lan- 
dlords. His critics say he is a 
leftist opposed to industrial 
development. 

The commission on appoint- 
ments had been expected to reach 
a decision on Abad before begin- 
ning the Easter congressional 
recess on Friday. But the 
deadlocked commission suspen- 
ded confirmation hearings, tan- 
tamount to a rejection. 

Abad is'the fourth choice for 
the land reform post since 1986. 
His predecessor, Miriam Defen- 
sor Santiago, was repeatedly 
rejected by the commission until 
she was replaced by Abad on Dec 


who wished to give up and leave 
the imposing red-brick complex. 


the imposing red-brick complex. 

It showed footage of one 
masked prisoner brandishing a 
knife and leading onto the roof a 
second man, who was stripped to 
the waist and had bound hands. 
Ringleaders threatened to throw 
their captive to the ground if 
police did sot retreat, but the 
man was later led back inside, it 
said. 


Haitian guard 
threatens to 


blow up jet 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti, 
April 4. (APh A soldier carrying 
grenades and a submachine gun 
seized a New York-bound jet at 
Haiti's airport and threatened to 
blow it up yesterday if he was not 
flown to the United States. There 
were no passengers or crew on 
the plane, officials said. 

Pvt. Pierre Gerald, an airport 
security guard, boarded 
American Airlines flight 658 on 
Monday afternoon as it was 
preparinBtoleayefor New York, 
said Radio Haiti Inter and an 
American airlines spokesman. 

The radio said the 20-year-old 
soldier, who had been in the 
Army two yean, commandeered 
- the plane in an attempt to desert 
the army after he was repriman- 
ded by an officer for alleged 
insubordination. 

The station reported he was 
armed with grenades, and 
ordered passengers and crew 
members off the plane after seiz- 
ing it. 


Mcaawhfie the awfinoed. death toO 
is Monday’s sbootngs by police dte- 
bed to mu ud three of the bodies 
mm crea m ed after padre, doctors 
sad relatives of ttw dead agreed to end 
■ (tudoK 

At least 23 people have been shot 
dead fay poBcc and tboreaBdg arrested 
since Feb 18 when Che ban n ed Nepal 
Congress Party and sere* leftist par- 
ties launched a democracy novesent. 
ft bas tamed into the Mggest wave of 
political Barest since 1979 and rocked 
King Bfetadnft near-nbsohrte rale 
over the momatmutoes Sooth Asian 
nation or 19 uffiou. 

Soree 3^)00 people besieged the tea- 
ching hospital yesterday and refused 
to allow potice to remove the bodies of 
three people shot by pofice. Doctors ai 
the hospital, a centre of o pp o sit i on 
activity, bid down m front of pofice 
vans at tbe hospital entrance and. said 
the bodies wanM be beaded oreroafy 

to relatives. 

In the end, an igrecaait was rea- 
ched and relatives, pofice and medical 
staff took the bodies to a ghat, or 
cre ma tion ground, for a ritual Hindu 

funeral. 

Piv d e mo cra cy d ui w nrtro tori also 
set fire to a boBdozer carrying potke 
trying to enter Patea, where demon- 
strators bare dog pits to block police 
vehicles. 

Medical and other soorces reported 
at kaotsma were killed and 15 woun- 
ded Monday in battles between prote- 
sters. B«t a police and a niStmrybosp- 
ital refused to say ifthey received any 
additional victims. 

Witnesses said three died and six 
were sertoasiy wounded Monday in 
Kfrt^,3afles<5kto)irdAofKitb- 
nnads. Tbe gtr eminent said officers 
opened fire after a ^strong mob 
tried to ttt fire to a pofice poet 

Ksrtaatnda. studded with pagoda- 
styie Hinds and Buddhist temples, last 
monriOg looked fifee a battfc-sewred 
dtyupoHcrmoredontagabtoqndl 
deqMMdnUuK Tk streets were Bt- 
tered with stones and ftiBb place were 
the roadblocks erected by mddente to 
prevent police vehicles from entering 
tbe town. 


course." If she reappoints Abad. ' 
the commission still- must con- : • 
sider his nomination after the 
recess. - * ■ 

Opposition to Abad. a former ■ 
congressman, is strongest in the \ 
pro- Aquino struggle of the . 
Democratic Party, known by its \ 
Tagalog initials LDP. ) 

Opponents accuse Abad of ■ 
blocking industrial development 
because he tried unsuccessfully * 
to stop ihe lease of government- \ 
owned land to Japan's Marubeni ; - 
Corp. for an industrial park in • 
Cavite province. 

Abad said the land should j 
have been redistributed to far- . -- 
mers under the agrarian reform • 
programme, which Aquino has ; 
touted as the centrepiece of her 
administration- ' •' i 


An -informal survey of the 25- 
member commissioned showed 
1 1 members opposed to Abad, 1 1- 
supporting him and two abstain- 
ing. Senate President Jovito 
Salonga, leader of Abad’s 
Liberal Party, votes only to 
break a tie. 

The commission had failed to 
reach a decision on Abad during 
six previous sessions. The con- 
stitution allows Aquino to reap- 
point cabinet members when 
congress is in recess. - 
Asked if she' would dp so, 
Aquino replied: “Yes, of 


During today's hearings^ ^ 
about 800 people, mostly Abad- » 
supporters, jammed the sessioi - •» 
room. They unfurled banner-v ? 
that mocked the LDP as the “Iul 
dlord dominated party." ■. 1 

Land reform advocates fea) « 
that if Abad is rejected, landlord ; $ 
will use loopholes in the twO‘! r, 
year-old law to escape losin'- 5 
tbeir property to redistribution ’• S 

■ Philippine’s military will he! / 3 
beef up security at the US an' 1 
Japanese embassies in respond 3 
to communist guerrilla thread P 
against American and Japane- J 
personnel the country's milita* ? 
chief said yesterday. t. S 

But Gen Renato de Villa saS ! 

at a news conference that it wi- * 
posable the rebels would indi *; J 
cnminately attack soldiers anj t 
government workers who travf I 

outside theembassy compoundl | 
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Lifestyle changes lower heart disease risk JJ l 0 t J ion 

OSTON. Anril 4_ fUPh: Life- Chiton ^ V m +l. M T“ .■ the Intervention Group had 10 ■ 

be tested: 



BOSTON. April 4. (UP!): Life- 
style changes like eating low-rot 
foods and stopping smoking can 
significantly cut death rates for 
men at high risk of developing 
heart disease, a decade-long 
study of more than 12,000 men 
confirmed yesterday. 

Men who were advised to 
adopt healthier lifestyles - and 
who did so — had 24 per cent 
fewer fatal heart attacks, plus a 
lower death rate from all causes, 
than similar men who received 
no such advice, reasearchers 
said. 

But the benefits of the changes 
look 10 years to become 
apparent, said Dr Jeremiah 
Siamler, co-author of the study 
and a cardiology professor at 
Northwestern University in 


Chicago 

The study, called the Multiple 
Risk Factor Intervention Trial 
or Mr Fit. involved 12.866 men 
ages 35 to 57 whose cholesterol 
levels, blood pressure and 
cigarette smoking habits pul 
them at high risk for heart dis- 
ease. 

The men were examined at 22 
medical centres nation-wide. 
Researchers placed 6.428 of 
them in a “special intervention" 
group in which they received 
counselling on ways to eat better, 
lose weight and quit smoking. 

A second group consisting of 
6.438 men received standard 
medical care for high blood pres- 
sure and other problems, but 
were not given advice about 
smoking or diets. 


Tobacco responsible for 2.5m deaths per year 
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WASHINGTON: Fust Lady 
Barbara Bush said Tuesday that she 
no longer suffers double vision 
caused by Graves disease. 

“Last week was the first week 
without seeing double.” she toki 
reporters at the White House. “1 
think the radiation worked. That's 
very good news.” 

She said she believes radiation 
treatment she underwent in January 
has affected the vision problem. 
Aides had said it would take two to 
four months before it would bp 
known if the treatment was 
effective. 

Mrs Bush was dm piwH early 
last year with Graves disease, an 
immune system disorder that 
initially attacked her thyroid, 
causing dramatic weight loss. It 
caused eye irritation and double 
vision, especially in the morning. 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand: New 
Zealand's Rode Food Company has 
found that making money is simply 
a matter of putting the icing on tne 
cake. 

For between 65-85 New Zealand 
dollars (S38.50) it will bake a cake 
iced with a design explicit enough to 
turn birthday blushes blue. 

“We do from hot lips to frilly 
knickers and all the bits in 
between.” manager Paul Preston 
said on Wednesday. 

Women are the company's best 
customers, partner Murray 
McClean said. “We even had one 
woman wanting one for her son.” 

* * * 

LONDON: An unidentified 
Japanese bidding by telephone pad 
a record price of £3.74 miffioB $6.09 
auHioa for a work by artist Marc 
Chagall in a sale at Sotheby's 
Auction House m London Tuesday 
night. . ■ • 

The price for the picture, *Tbe 
Bride Under the Canopy. 1 * hit _ ; - 
Sotheby’s pre-sale estimate of - - 

between 3 and £4 million (S4.8 and 
$6.5 million). 

The 1949 painting by the 
Russian-born artist was the highest 
priced work in the sale of 
impressionist an modern art. which 
realised and overall total of £33.76 
million ($55 million). (AP) 

ST PETERSBURG. Florida: 

Siamese Twins born last month 
connected at the chest and abdomen 
underwent separation surgery 
Tuesday. 

Jakob and James Watkins went 
into the scheduled 10-hour 
operation at AO Children's Hospital 
shortly before II am ( 1 500 GMT). 
Doctors scheduled a post-operation 
news conference Tor Wednesday to 
discuss the results. 

The twins, born Feb 28 to Raquel 
and Scott Watkins of St Petersburg, 
had already been diagnosed as good 
candidates for the surgery because 
they have separate beam, lungs and 
kidneys. (AP) 



Fashion show 

Model for Gordon Henderson at 
the 1990 Fall/Winter fashion 
show in New York on Tuesday 
wears red wool sweater with ski 
mask. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Telephone 
.cartels 

* attacked 

LONDON, April 4, (Reuter): 

Cartel-like arrangements keep 
international pbone call prices 
artificially high and have led to 
telephone user worldwide being 
overcharged by more than $10 
billion a year, a British news- 
paper alleged yesterday . 

Quoting a confidential report 
prepared last year by the OECD 
(Organisation for Economic Co- 
ope ration and Development), 

'.t^t^aSpal TBnds sSKfdGen- ' 

• secretariat sets rates 

fie and penalise phone compan- 
ies which cut prices. 

. In the I^st 10 years, a gulf bet- 
ween the cartel's prices and the 
costs Of making international 
^,calk has widened, it said. 

* Secretariat members include 
British Telecommunications, 

American Telephone and 
Telegraph of the United Slates, 

Kokusai Denshin Denwa of 
Japan and West Germany’s Bun- 

. despost. 

While the companies argue 
that high costs justify prices, 
telecommunications experts said 
technological advances mean 
international calls should cost 
little more than domestic calls, 
the Financial Times said. 

International prices have 
fallen in recent years, the report 
said, but not as fast as underlying 

costs. - ________________ 

Hearing over gold booty starts 

Tre asure hunters vs insurance firms 

NORFOLK. Virginia. April 4. (UPr): A com- Attorneys for Columbus-Amtrica countered Ihs 
olicated legal battle over sunken treasure worth opposing groups were trying to damage the groups 

deterr^e'wlm'o^^morc'^a^a^mn^^of^old "Ttatfc been an effort in undisgufeai terras to 

turned treasure ^^^rat.-e^tS^";' ““ 
A group o bootv with the help of Another Columbus- America attorney, Robert 

ESKSSSff VS2E2Z .WtSdagaTnst Trafford. said the other interest* had made “a 

seeking a share of the » 

10 Dwyers for ■^“ttu“a,“3 ^SlSsXra^n. one of the ieadem 
g™ shiDvmx k are untimely and of Colombiw-America, estimates the find to be 

l ° *** w show the y gold worth SI00 million to $400 million. Lawyers say it 

unwarranted. .The group have no proof could be worth as much as SI billion because a new 

ttMSEtasaraa: 

f-j.—i iiiHpe heard two motions to their estimated value. 

• moments as a fedend judge near Richardson suggested Thompson may have 

intervene, one from Columbia University m0 ved his original salvage effort into the 1857wreck 

*gesfisftg^ assJssxisiasr 
wisffl»~aj-rar3: ‘iasast M ,«.— » 


Show off 

Models for Calvin Klein show off 
at the 1990 Fall/Winter fashion 
-show-io-New York on Tuesday. 
- . (Reuter wirephoto) 

^OSLO: Two Norwegians dcuuned 
on suspicion of stealing cars had ihe 
surprise of their lives when prison 
warders gave them civilian clothes 
and told them they were free to 
leave. 

But their surprise was nothing 
compared to that of a friend who 
telephoned Oslo Krctsfengsd prison 
saying he was a policeman and 
idling the authorities to release 
them. 

“It was meant as an April Fool's 
joke — 1 probably got the biggest 
shock when I saw my friends free on 
Sunday night." the man who made 
the phone call told the Norwegian 
daily Verdens Gang on Tuesday. He 
asked not to be named. 

The prison's deputy director Are 
HoeydaL told Reuters prison 
officials should not have released 
the two without written 
authorisation from the police. 
“There was a misunderstanding,” 
he said. 


GENEVA. April 4, (Kuna): The Director-General of the 
World Health Organisation (WHO). Dr Hiroshi Nak- 
jjrnia. has called lor wide collaboration in the struggle 
against tobacco consumption. 

NaLijtina w a* addressing \nme 1 . 000 espeia lists from 70 
countries participating at the seventh World Conference 
on Smoking and Health in Perth. Australia, according to a 
statement released here yesterday 

Recalling that the consumption of tobacco is responsi- 
ble for more than 2.5 million deaths each year. Naloymu 
stressed dun WHO ua& on the front line in the struggle 
against this bad habit which is the most preventable cause 
of ill-health in the world today 
“The tobjcco or health programme is different from 


most other WHO programmes." he said, “it docs not work 
io protect human beings against nature forcer, such as 
disease or cuusirophe, bui rather against oiber human 

bangs peddling a dangerous drug ." 

The direcior-uencral criticucd ihc tobacco industry 1 for 
spending thousands of millions of dollars on advertising 
which presents a nattering, often dazzling, image of smok- 
ing - thkS. he -did. sustains an addictions which would 
otherwise die out. 

The situation is worse in developing countries, where 
Nakajima said were unable to cope with the social and 
economic costs of further avoidable ill-health caused by 
tobacco. 


argued its researchers provided sonar work crucial 

^tSSStarW. Th. -»*■ M 


After the sludy had been going 
on for more lhan six years, 
researchers found no significant 
differences in mortality from 
heart disease and all other ca uses 
between the two groups. 

White 

reported 

near 

death 

INDIAN APOUS, April 4, (A P Y. 
Ryan White, the (tea-age Aids 
patient whose battle for accep- 
tance won hearts and better imder- 

standing of the disease throughout 
the United States, was reported 
near death yesterday on a life-sup- 
port system. 

His mother and sister remained 
at the bedside of the IB-year-old, 
who during his 5 1-2-year battle 
with Aids grew from an object of 
scorn in his hometown to an inter- 
national spokesman for children 
with the disease. 

“He's not expected to come out 
of it," said Carrie van Dyke, 
director of health promotion for 
the state board or health and a 
spokeswoman for the White 
family. Sandy Matthys Roob, a 
spokeswoman at Riley hospital 
for children, said yesterday morn- 
ing that White remained in critical 
condition. 

Increased 

White, a hemophiliac who con- 
tracted Aids from contaminated 
Mood products, increased aware- 
ness of the disease and helped rein- 
force the message tint Aids can- 
not bespread through casual con- 
tact. His s tra ggle was the subject 
of a cover story in the national 
magazine People and a TV movie. 

1 • Four years ago. White, who was 
diagnosed as having Aids at 13, 
was barred from sebool near Kok- 
omo by officials who feared Aids 
could be transmitted to other 
students. 

Even after a judge affirmed 
White's right to attend school, be 
and his family felt ostracized and 
moved to nearby Cicero, where 
they were welcomed by the com- 
munity. 

“Because of the lack of educa- 
tion ou Aids discrimination, fear, 
panic and lies surrounded me," 
White told a teachers convention 
in 1988. 

Support 

“I was labeled a troublemaker, 
my mom an unfit mother, and I 
was not welcome anywhere.... 
even at church, people would not 
shake ray hand," he said. 

He urged the teachers to “help 
me beat the odds and together let’s 
educate and save the children of 

the world by proper education. 

Aids can be a disease, not a dirty 
word.” 

The teenager was admitted to 
Riley hospital with a respiratory 
infection and was sfldferiiq; from 
internal bleeding that was 
inoperable because of his hemo- 
philia, which impairs the blood's 
ability to dot. officials said. 

White's battle with Aids sent 
him to Washington to testify 
before Congress and to California 
for star-studded fund-raisers- He 
gained the support of Michael 
Jackson and other entertainers, 
including Elton John, who tele- 
phoned the family on Monday. 

Last week, Ryan appeared with 
former President Ronald Reagan 
and his wife, Nancy, at a function 
in Los Angeles for sick and dis- 
advantaged youth sponsored by 
athletes and entertainers for kids. 
Hie organisation has estabtisbed 
the Ryan White National Educa- 
tion Programme for Youth, an 
Aids education fonm. 


imleM250kra) off north Carolina coast while 

: carrying prospectors and a major gold shipmcm. p aren ^g gft y R 

tot with Aids 

MADRID. April 4, (UP.): Fright- 

’ 4ifijn YOUE L £>V£ AhiD * A .* SSUfWST SUt 

•JjiUAJ Malaga so they would avoid contact 

. .. t OT* ^ ™ , with a four-year-old classmate who 

T 1 " m "w - i * - * has the Aids virus, authorities said. 

fS hV * ' _ _ >4 f Over the objection of parents, a 

uav&AnJ §iFv— asKSSttisrst 

^ — milled io attend ber kindergarten 

/* tN Parents reacted by refusing to send 

^-4^** *^ , their Children to the school. Only 26 

: ^ ^ A * of the approximately 200 pupils at 

Pintor Denis Belgrano School went 
to classes Friday, the day after the 
court order, and 32 attended Mon- 
day. 

One of those, identified only as 
Sara, went to class with Montserrat, 
because, she said, she wonted to slay 
friends with her. 


m 
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But the latest follow-up. taken 
after the men had been in the 
programme for an average of 
10.5 years, found a sharply lower 
heart attack mortality rate for 
(he special Intervention Group 


and an overall death rate eight 
per cent lower than that of the 
“usual care” group, researchers 
reported in the journal of the 
American Medical Association. 

The studv also found men in 


the Intervention Group had 10 
per cent fewer deaths from all 
forms of heart disease than the 
others. 

Siamler said his results 
demonstrate litai “coronary dis- 
ease is a long story” that can be 
altered significantly only by life- 
style changes over a period of 
many years. 

"We're talking about perma- 
nent improvements in habits, not 
temporary changes.” Stamler 
said. 

In addition to being told to 
stop smoking, the men in the 
Intervention Group were shown 
how to eat less food containing 
saturated fat and cholesterol, 
increase consumption of foods 
with polyunsaturated fats and if 
necessary .lose weight. 



Tribute to trooper 

Police motorcycles lead a six-mile motorcade on Monday around the ciiy of Baltimore as officers and 
civilians a like pay tribute to slain Maryland trooper Theodore Wolf. The officer was killed on March 29. after 
stopping a car on northbound 1-95. (Reuter wirephoto) 

US Senate approves clean air bill 


WASHINGTON, April 4. (AP): The Senate over- 
whelmingly approved sweeping air pollution con- 
trols on automobiles, factories and power plants 
yesterday after a decade of struggle over whether to 
strengthen federal clean air laws. 

The new controls, which are estimated to cost the 
economy $21 billion a year when they go fully into 
effect, were approved by a vote of 89-11. 

President George Bush, speaking in Indianapolis 
in advance of Senate action, called it “ a historic 


vote” that would ‘‘affect generations to come as we 
work to build a cleaner, safer America." 

Senate approval shifted the clean air debate to the 
House of Representatives, where a similar bill is 
being written by the energy and commerce commit- 
tee. John Din gell, the panel’s chairman, said he 
plans to have the committee vote by week's end and 
expects action by the entire house next month. 

Differences in the Senate and House measures 
will then still have to be worked oul 


doctors 

SAN FRANCISCO. April 4. 
(UPI): Doctors at three hospitals 
are seeking permission lo start 
human tests of the controversial 
French “abortion pill," a move 
(hat could pave (he way for the 
drug's availability in California. 

The request to start tests of the 
drug RU 486 was disclosed at a 
county board of supervisors 
meeting, where a resolution was 
introduced urging the governor 
and ihe state legislature to pay 
for the tests. 

The drug, currently sold in 
France by ihe firm Roussell 
Uclaf. works by blocking the 
hormone progesterone, causing 
a fertilised egg to be dispelled. 
Unlike traditional abortions, a 
woman does nc>, need lo undergo 
the process in a medical clinic. 

“If we in San Francisco can 
lead the way through (his sludy 
to making RU 486 available 
throughout the United Stales, we 
will have done a great deal of 
good for our generation of 
women, as well as those who 
follow." saM Carol Ruth Silver, 
a spokeswoma:. r Every Child 
a Wanted Child. 

The hospitals wrote the 
proposal at the behest of Silver, 
an ex-supervisor who founded 
the organisation lo bring RU 486 
to the United Slates. 

The French abortion pill is 
unlikely to win approval from 
the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion for nation-wide testing 
because of the Bush administra- 
tion's opposition to abortion. 

But testing in California could 
be carried out independent from 
the FDA under slate legislation 
passed to help speed testing of 
Aids drugs. Since 1984, the 
University of Southern Califor- 
nia has tested RU 486 on 300 
women seeking abortions, but 
those trials were not designed to 
win approval to market Lhe drug, 
a spokeswoman for the Popula- 
tion Council said. 

Under the San Francisco 
proposal. RU 486 would be tes- 
ted in trials involving 200 women 
at San Francisco General Hosp- 
ital. children's hospital and the 
University of California at San 
Francisco. 
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NV-M1000EM 

O X POWER ZOOM 

AFTER A LONG WAIT NOW 
COMES THE NEW CAMERA NV-M1 000EM 

With the distinguished method in phetegraphy 


Advanced technology in the National video camera gives you what you need 

Excellent accuracy in the world of photography 

M 1 000 camera operates on ail video systems in the world 

High technology to give you an enjoyable time in photography 

Results better than any other camera Focus and 8 x power zoom plus (VHS) 

cassette system 
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Chai Ling 


Chai Ling in Paris 


Chinese fugitive 
narrowly escapes 


TAIPEI, April 4. (Agencies): Chai Ling, the 
student leader who was one of China's most 
wanted fugitives, made several aborted attempts 
to flee the country before finally escaping to 
France this week, a leading newspaper reported 
today. 


Alter 10 months on the run in China following 
the June 4 military suppression of pro-democracy 
demonstrations that she helped lead, Chai has 
emerged in the West with her husband, Feng 
Congde. 

Both were on a wanted list of 21 student leaders 
sought by the Chinese communist authorities, 
who have labeled the pro-democracy protests a 
“counterrevolutionary rebellion.” 


Chai, 23. made a dramatic appearance on 
Hong Kong television last night from an undis- 
closed location in die West to announce her ' 
escape. 


Speaking in a near whisper, the haggard-look- 
keep fighting for democracy 


ing Chai vowed to — r 

and paid tribute (a her compatriots who gave 
their lives for freedom. 


Although the broadcast did not say where the 
appearance was made, sources say Chai is in 
Paris. 


Chai's escape received massive coverage in 
Hong Kong's newspapers today, reflecting the 
widespread sympathy the pro-democracy 
students in Beifing have generated in the British 
coionv that is to revert to Chinese rule in 1997. 


In Taiwan, newspapers primed her televised 
statement and picture o*i front page. 


The mass-circulation China Times newspaper 
of Taiwan said the Fugitive couple “tried several 
times to leave the border but failed to take action 
because of problems at the reception end." 

They finally escaped “the light network of 
Chinese public security personnel, went through 
a tough journey and setbacks, then left the main- 
land." the newspaper said in a report from a 
reporter jt said had interviewed Chai. 


TheChina Times report did not provide details 
of the escape, but ip her televised appearance Chai 
acknow ledged the difficulty she encountered. 

According to the China Tunes, the couple fled 
Beijing by train shortly after the June 4 crackd- 
own that left hundreds, perhaps thousands, dead. 
They soon separated and remained apart for eight 
months before rejoining two months ago. 



Nazi murderer to face charges 


One of lhe most -Wanted alleged Nazi war criminals 
wilt be sent to West Germany to lace charges of mass 
murder after avoiding justice for tour decades, the 
government said Tuesday. 

Former SS Capt Joseph Schwammberger. accused 
of killing thousands of people when he commanded 
Nazi labour camps in Poland, is expected to be 
extradited to West Germany from Argentina on May 
3, the J ustice Mi rjislry said. 

Schwammberger was arrested (right after the 
arrest) on Nov 13. 1 987 in a remote part of Argentina, 
where he had been living as fugitive tor years. {Pic- 
ture tett shows Schwammberger in his early years. 

(Reuter wirephoto) 


‘Michelangelo’s nudes’ 


VATICAN CITY, April 4. (Reuter): Art restorers 
said yesterday they could not remove veils and other 
coverings added to hide nudity in Michelangelo’s 
Last Judgment frescoes in the Sistine Chape] because 
the originals had been destroyed. 

The announcement was made after a week-long 
international symposium of art historians studying 
the first phase of a multi-million do liar restoration of 
one of the world's greatest an treasures. 

Tbe 10-year cleaning of the ceiling frescoes was 
completed last month and scaffolding has been built 
for a four-year project to restore a massive, 300- 
figure scene depicting the Last Judgement on the wall 
behind the main altar. 
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Ullmann testifies on war kids: Actress 
Liv Ullmann told a Senate subcomm ittee oa Tuesday 

<•>1. .JLAnArtttl\9K 


uv u liman n imua -- 

that every other movement of thesecond nano signals 
the death of a child from neglect, disease or war. 


K UUUJ Ul A UIIIU I1VUI UV6 1 — *1 . 

“Every day in our world, from neglect, from 
preventable disease, from war. 40,000 children die, 
the film and stage star told tbe Senate Labour and 
Human Resources Subcommittee on Children, 
Family. Drugs and Alcoholism- _ f . 

Ullmann spoke as a goodwill ambassador for t he 
United Nations International Children’s Emergency 
Fund, better known as Unicef. The subcommittee 
was receiving testimony on the effects of war on 
children. CAP) 

• * • 

Supernova scanners: In a major astron- 
omical development, new scanners have recenuy 
located five elusive supernovas (dying stars) in the 
cosmos, scientists reported on Tuesday m Wasrnng- 

The “Berkeley System,” so named because the 
scanner is located at the Lawrence Berkely Lab, 
incorporates computer and huge mirrors. 

Without human touch, the computers all night 
Jona guide a telescope with a 30-incn light-focussing 
mi rror. The scope finds one of the l ,300 galaxies on 
its list, then focuses and records the image electron- 
ically — all fn about one minute. 

Thecom purer compares this image dot by dot with 
an image made in the last observation session. IF 
differences turn up and remain after checking, 
astronomers are warned the next morning that a new 
supernova may have appeared. (Kuna) 

Soviet ambassador in US replaced: 

Diplomatic officials confirmed on Tuesday that the 
Soviet ambassador to the United States, Yuri 
Dubinin, will be replaced this summer by tbe Soviet 
Union's Deputy Foreign Minister, Aleksander Bess- 
mertnykh. 

Tbe officials, who asked not to be identified, said 
no date was set for the transfer buz it was expected to 
lake place following the summit meeting in late June 
in Washington between President George Bush and 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. (UP1) 


Poindexter jury locked up: ‘ 

zra jury that will decide the fate ofjo 


I The Iran-Con- 
tra jury that will decide the taie of John Poindexter 
was locked up on Tuesday because two jurors were 
contacted by a newspaper reporter. 



Judge 


session. The judge's order means that tbe jurors are 
not allowed contact with the outside world and 


cannot go home at night. 

The special session was called after two jurors told 
the court they had been telephoned by reporters and 
asked about the case. (Reuter) 


Another hearing set for Harris: a 

Federal Appeals Court on Tuesday set a Mav 14 
hearing for convicted kilkr Robert Harris, whose 
latest appeal brought a last-rainute halt to his 
scheduled execution in San Qeuntin's gas chamber. 

Ifhe had been put to death, Harris would have been 
the first prisoner executed in California in 23 years. 
Death penalty foes said that would have encouraged 
executions across the country. 

The delay of Harris' execution drew angry criti- 
cism from state authorities, but relief from opponents 
of capital punishment. (Reuter) 


Superpowers to discuss moon-Mars: 

The Bush administration was said ready to open talks 
with Moscow on a John superpower moon-Mars 
mission. 

But enthusiasts face large hurdles due to costs and 
residual wariness about Soviet intentions, analysts 
said m Washington on Tuesday. 

A White House statement said the US-Soviet talks 
— which would later involve the US allies as well — - 
will target ■’conceptual possibilities." It did not detail 
what those were. 

Boosters of the joint moon-Mars project argue it 
would encourage more superpower co-operation. 
(Kuna) 


Latin Aiiwitea 


We’U return blow for blow: President 
Fidel Castro, comparing Cuba to the Biblical David 
fighting Goliaih^aid on Tuesday his country would 
fight blow for blow if a week-old electronic war with 
the United Slates escalated into a full-scale armed 
conflict. 

"We are not going to stand around with our arms 
crossed... we will give blow for blow,” Castro told a 
news conference in Havana attended by 236 Cuban 
and foreign journalists, f>3 of them from the United 
States. 

He condemned TV Marti, the US-founded news 
and entertainment channel being transmitted to the 


communist-ruled island since last Tuesday, as “a 
crude instrument of subversion and destabilisation.” 


TV Marti has been jammed daily by Cuban tech- 
nicians. 

“This is an electronic war between David and 
Goliath,” Castro said. He added that any attempted 


ut 


Cuba's electronic defences would unleash an 
armed conflict. 

Such a war would represent an “unpayable price” 
for tbe United States in terms of lost lives, Castro 
said. (Reuter) 


Cartel stepping up offensive: The kidnap- 
ping of a prominent senator and a wave of violence 
sweeping Colombia's cocaine capital of Medellin 
appear to ba ve opened a new chapter in the country's 
bloody drug war. 

Gunmen forced Federico Estrada Velez,a 63-year- 
old senator of the ruling Liberal Party, out ofhis car 
when be stopped at a traffic light in Medellin on 
Tuesday morning, bundled him into another vehicle 
and sped off. 

Estrada Velez, a former ambassador to Italy, had 
recently spoken out against dialogue with tbe drug 
barons, the police said. 

No group had immediately claimed responsibility 
for the abduction, but police blamed the kidnapping 
and the separate shooting of seven police officerson 
the drug barons who opened an offensive against the 
authorities Iasi August 

The drug-uafGckers, known as the "Extradi ta- 
bles” because they are wanted in the United States, 
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The United States officially unveiled its not-so-secret 'Stealth 1 fighter plane on Tuesday. The little black 
Air Force jet built to avoid enemy radar detection and costing SI 062 million each is shown atTonopah 

Test Range. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Stealth secrets out 


Fighter costs $1 06m each 


WASHINGTON, April 4. (UPI): The Pentagon 
released yesterday the first details of its long-secret F- 
1 17A Stealth fighter, disclosing that 54 of the radar- 
evading bat-like jets are ready for combat and chat 
they cost S 106 million each. 

“The F-l J 7A is designed to penetrate dense- threat 
environments and attack high-value targets with 


The black planes, which in flight resemble bats, 
first flew in 19SV and became part of the regular US 


arsenal tn 1983. Six were sent to Panama for the Dec 
20 US invasion, although only two dropped two 
2,000-pound (900 kg) bombs. 


pinpoint accuracy.” Pentagon spokesman Pete 
Williams said. “It's especially tailored... for night 


missions. 

Williams refused, however, to comment on a 
report that each F-l 17A can carry only one 2,000- 
pound ( 900 k g) laser-guided conventional bomb, and 
decline to say whether the fighters are nuclear-capa- ■ 
ble. 

“The programme remains classified.” Williams 
said. “It's able to cany the full range of tactical 
fighter ordnance. Beyond that. I don't think there's* 
redly much we can say at this point” 

He said the Air Force bought 59 F- 11 7 As from the 
Lockheed Corp. under a secret S6.2S billion 


The Air Force did not even acknowledge the F- 
I ITA’s existence until November I9S8 — and then 
released only a grainy photograph of one plane. 

Williams said he was releasing more information 
now because tbe fighter “began tolly in the daytrine 
(and) we need to exercise this capability in more 

realistic (military) exercises. you're going to be 

seeing more of it.” 

The spokesman refused to discuss many of the 
ptare’s capabilities, including its speed other than to 
say it is “high subsonic — not supersonic.” That 


means it flies at less than 600 mph (965 kph). 

i “self-defence canal 


programme that began in 1978. Three planes have 
i. The final two are to be delivered this fall, for 


crashed, 
a total force of 56. 

Tbe F-l 1 7s are assigned to the 37th Tactical Figh- 
ter Wing at Tonopah Test Range airfield. 140 miles 
(225 km) northwest of Las Vegas. Nevada. The wing 
is scheduled to move this summer to HoQomon Air 
Force base. New Mexico. 

Tbe Pentagon released a fact sheet on the plane, 
along with an 8 1 ;2 minute silent video of the aircraft 
taking off. landing and refuelling in flight, and 
several colour photographs of tbe awkward-looking 
fighter. 


The F-l ! 7A will be publicly rolled out for view on 
April 21 at Nellis Air Force base. Nevada. 


He said tbe fighter has 

but no weapons were seen mounted on the craft for 
air-to-air combat, and be declined to be more 
specific. 

The twrn-cngine single-seat planes have a wings- 
pan of 433 feet fl 3_2 m). Tbe jets are 12-feet (3.6 m) 
high and 65-feet king. 

The sinister-looking fighters are the older cousins 
of the B~2 Stealth bomber, which cost 5530 million 
each and was rolled into public view in November 
1988. 

The Pentagon said it paid 5635 bil&?n includes 
research and development, for the 59- plane aircraft 
programme. Without development expenses, the Air 
Force said the fighter costs 542i> mfllioxi e&cb. 

The Air Force feet sheet said tire F-117A “can 
employ a variety of weapons and is equipped with 
sophisticated navigational*! attack systems.” , 


Man arrested 


Cocaine in legs 


MIAMI April 4. (UPI): A man carrying packets 
of cocaine inside badly infected surgical incisions 
in his legs was arrested during a routine drug 
interdiction programme, the US customs service 
said yesterday. 

Agents detained Roberto Julian O’Neil, 23, of 
Colombia, at the San Juan International Airport 
Sunday after they observed him walking with stiff 
legs. Mamie Pollack, director of customs in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, said. 


O'Neil had just arrived on an Iberia airlines 


plane from Colombia and was awaiting a connec- 
ting flight to Madrid. Inspectors were observing 
passengers as part of “Operation Transit Pigeon” 
a programme to intercept drugs on their way from 
Colombia to Europe. 


O'Neil was taken to a private room, where 
rs searched him ancf detected some bulges 


in his thighs, Pollack said. Agents thought the 
suspect had taped something to his legs inside his 
trousers. 

But a doser inspection revealed that O'Neil 
had badly infected incisions covered by stitches 
and strips of adhesive tape, she said. 

O’Neil was taken t the Rio Piedras hospital in 
San Juan, where doctors removed the sti 


discovered one-half pound (220 g) of cocaine 
under the skin on each ofhis thighs. Pollack said. 


“In more than 20 years with tbe US customs 
service, this is the most bizarre form of 
smuggling I have ever encountered or even heai 
about,” Pollack said. 


Africa 




Kenyan lawyer fears detention: Kenya’s 

leading human rights lawyer said on Tuesday he 
believed that he might be arrested. 

But Gibson Kamau Kuria said that, although he 
had stayed away from his office on Tuesday to make 
contingency arr a nge m ents for his possible arrest, he 
would not go into hiding. 


“I am not going into hiding. If they want me, they 

my omceor home,” he toW Reuters in an 


can come to my 

interview. ■ • 

Kamau Kuria said in a sratementdrenfatori earlier 
that two plain clothes officers from the police special 
branch bad visited his office. “I believe they wish to 
interrogate me and possibly arrange for me to be 
detained,” he said. (Reuter) 

* * • 


Zimbabwe jonniaiiSt (ties: A veteran Zim- 
babwean editor and nationalist died Tuesday at the 
newly-arrived US ambassador’s first public 


en, 


threatened last Saturday to explode huge bombs in 
the capital every time one of their number was 
extradited. 


They also pledged to execute politicians, judg 

fa 


and members of a prominent newspaper family. 
(Reuter) 

* * * 


Salvador tracer The Salvador government and 
leftist guerrillas on Wednesday accepted a series of 
United N atio ns-sponsored measures designed to res- 
tore peace to the Central American state. 

Tbe two sides, meeting fort be fust lime in six 
months, signed a seven-point document prepared by 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar foreseeing 
a UN-supervised truce in the Id-year war as a first 
'step toward a negotiated peace. 

“I have received assurances from “both parties that 
there is a serious intention and good faith to seek to 
bring about such an end through negotiations,” 
Perez de Cudlar said in the document endorsed by 
the two sides. 


. . — Musarurwa, 62, a leading figure in black 
nationalist politics since the early 1960s, collapsed at 
a lunch attended by Ambassador Steven Rhodes a 
few hours after the US envoy arrived to take up his 
first foreign diplomatic posting. 

A hospital spokesman who by custom was not 
identified said Musarurwa evidently suffered a heart 
seizure. 

Rhodes. 38, a black former investment banker 
from New Orleans, flew to Harare earlier Tuesday 
from Europe and US oflkaals said he accepted an 
invitation to meet with eminent Zimbabwean jour- 
nalists over lunch at a Harare hotel hosted by the US 
Information Service. (AP) 

Ugandan prison conditions lethal: over 

50 people have died this year because of poor prison 
conditions in western Uganda, according to a report 
published T uesday by Kampala-based group, Ugan- 
dan Human Rights Activists. 

The report, covering January to March this year, 
cited poor food, overcrowding and epidemic 
as the killers in the Ugandan jails. 

It said some prisoners had died because prison 
guards were mixing building lime, used in cement, 
with tbe roaiae flour fed to prisoners. Guards bought 
thelime from road construction sites, the report said. 

(APj 

* * * 

5 die in plane crash: Five people were kilted 
when a light plane crashed in hilly country after the 
pilot apparently became lost in fog, police said Tues- 
day, in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Mountain rescue workers recovered the bodies of 
tbe five people on Tuesday. Their plane crashed 
Monday at Herman us near Cape Town, police said. 
Rescue efforts were hampered by hilly terrain 
poor weather, they said. (AP) 


Mandela calls for 


end to Zulu #|| 


-Hie 


Time to lay down armfe/T 


s 


CAPE TOWN. April 4, (Reu- 
ter): Nelson Mandela has called 
on his organisation ana a nval 
black army to end ^bloody fight- ■ 
ing in South Afncas. Natal 
province that has complicated 
talks on the country’s future with 
the white govemment. 

Bui Mandela, deputy 
'resident of the African 
lational Congress (ANC), con* 

tinned to rule out apeace meeting 
soon with rival Zulu leader chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 

Violence in South Africa s 
townships and the brutal power 
struggle in Natal province bet 
ween the ANC and Buthelezi s 
Inkatha Movement led South 
African President F. W. deKlerk 
an Monday to order more troops 
and police into black areas to 
quell unrest 

Mandela, speaking yesterday 
after a tour of trouble-spots in 
Natal province, said the Inkatha 
Movement should stand shoul- 
dex-to-shoulder with his ANC to 
fight Pretoria’s apartheid 
policies. 

Atthe same time be told 10,000 
supporters in Edendale black 
township that in spite of their 
suffering it was time to lay down 
arms and start talking with the 
Inkatha. 

Edendale, near tbe provincial 
capital of Pietermaritzburg, is 
among blade townships most 
ravaged by the power struggle. 

“I hope that 1 will be able to 
speak to Mr Buthelezi soon, but J 
understand your position that U : 
is sot yet time to talk to him,”: ; 
Mandela said, tacitly bowing to 
pressure from local ANC leaders; ; 
for him to shun Buthelezi- . ' . 

Mandela cancelled plans on .. 
Monday . for a meeting with' 
Buthelezi, a former ANC, 
colleague turned rival over the-- 
issue of how to confront apartb 1 . 
dd. . 

The three-year-old Zulcr-wan 
between the two organisations 
has killed more than 2300 peo- - 
pie.. .-T 

At an earfierne^ confidence, 
Mandela welcomed De Klerk's ; 
decision to send adittitional far*; 
ces into the townships. , > ‘ 

But he added: “A unilateral 
action on the part of tbe govern- . 
meat without .consulting with.. 
Kackkadexsis bound to be inef- 

. - Mandeb; said be would pat; 
suggestions for ending the;' 
violence to De Klerk when fief- 
secs him in Cape Town 
tomorrow. 

Saying nothing could be 
resolved under the present police 
leader, he appeared to suggest 
one demand would be for the 
dismissal of Law and Order Min- 
ister And man Vlok who he said 
had ‘tab -sympathy for black 
aspirations.” 

Mandela last met De Klerk on 
Febnw 
release 
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POCATELLO, Idaho, April 4, 
(AP): Two Idaho State Univer- 
sity physicists claim that they 
have reproduced a cold fusion 
reaction with a different element 
than those used in experiments 
by two chemists from Utah and 
England. 

Physics Professor Kenneth 
Faler said yesterday he and Stan- 
ley Vegans, produced the reaction 
on March 13 by saturating a 
small rod of titanium metal in a 
bottle of deuterium gas cooled to 
minus 300 degrees Fahrenheit 
(-184 degrees Celsius). 

. The device produced bursts of 
neutrons , “presumably the 
fusion of two deuterons into as 
yet undetermined products," 
Faler said at a news conference. 

A deuteron is the nucleus of an 
atom of deuterium, an isotope of 
hydrogen. In one type of fusion 
reaction, two deuterium nuclei 
fuse to form heli um 


- : • . • . ;• ... - . . 


“It appeara we hayb produced 4 ,. 
cold fusion reactiems/in ta : 

ferent way, r becIamtedl ^There- - _ 
are now two technkjiteS;'’ / . &. 

Tbe two researchers were^-i- 
spurred jby = reports /a. r-Jte * 

that chemist B. Stanley Panrbf^ ' 
the University of UtahahdftiH- , : 
ish colleague Martih FIeisdi- 
mann of the UxriveisitydfSouih- 
ampton had achieved sustained '■". 
nuclear fhrion in a- seerain^y 
simple experiment. ■<*';. r .• 

ThePons-FlastAinMmdewe:. ; . T 
consists of a paDadimfi efectrotte . 


wrapped In platmttm wire and 
immersed in deut 


iteriumoxitteor 
heavy water, then barged with 
electricity -.... WC 


“This is a physical process in 
which deutenum gas stored in a 
bottle is absorbed into titanium 
metal at low temperatures and 
low pressure and as the metal 
teats up, it emits neutrons,” 
Faler said. 


Pons and Ffeischmaiin's ^em- - . 
ing breakthrough^ wak- ques-- >. 

honed when researchers in othcr 

laboratories .had;-,, trouble. 
duplicating thefr jrstits; 
many sdeotists ^ - 

cold fusion # 

continue aroundibe Wqrid. ; 2;‘ ‘r 
The Idaho stale.re smehae^'^; . 
observed nentroM U^g taiSr 
truments at tiie schodl’s ferwy ... . 
energy accelerator. ' facih'ri' -; 
laboratory. ' --'V 7 


Central American leaders demand destruction of Contra arms 


MONTELIMAR. Nicaragua, April 4, (AP): 
The presidents of five central American coun- 
tries have called on Nicaragua's Contra rebels 
to disband and surrender their weapons to a 
United Nations peacekeeping force by April 

The returning Contras’ weapons should be 
destroyed immediately in the presence of 
observers from the five central America coun- 
tries, the presidents said in a joint statement 
yesterday. 

Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel d’Es- 
coto read the statement at a news conference 
at the close of a two-day summit on peace in 
central America attended by the presidents of 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador and Guatemala. 


Leaders of the Honduras-based, US-sup- 
ported Contras announced on Monday they 
would disband by April 18. five days before 
President-elect Violets Barrios de Chamorro 
takes office. 

Several ihousand rebels inside Nicaragua 


are expected to follow suit, rallying al 


predetermined "safety zones," in line with an 
agreement reached by the five presidents at a 
previous summit. 

The demobilisation would end nineyears of 
war against departing President Daniel 
Ortega’s leftist Sandinista government. 
Chamorro won by a landslide in elections Feb 
25. 

The Contras have been reluctant to give up 
their weapons. 


According to the agreement, the demobil- 
isation and surrender of arms “should start 
immediately and end by April 25 at the 
latest” 

The close of the summit was jarred by a 
strong earthquake that rocked the capital 
Managua ana the entire Pacific coast area, 
but authorities said they had no reports of 
damage or casualties. 

In Managua, thousands of people fled into 
the streets in panic, and the national leg- 
islature suspended its session. The downtown 
part of the capital was razed and 10.000 were 
killed by an earthquake measuring 7.1 in 
197Z 

The earthquake began just as Ortega and 
Chamorro were walking down the stairs 


together from the meeting hall after tbe last 
session of the summit. ' 

They both halted and waited until the earth 
stopped rocking, then walked down to a hall 
on the ground floor where a news conference 
was held with about 100 journalists. 

Earlier, the Nicaraguan Defence Minister, 
Gen. Humberto Ortega, told journalists that 
he’d like to remain m the army after the 
Conservative government-elect takes over on 
April 25. 

Ortega, brother of Daniel Ortega, is also 
one of the nine members of the Sandinista’s 
national directorate. 

“I’m ready to resign from the Sandinista 
Front National Directorate and our party if 
the new government lets me stay in tbe army,” 


he told journalists at the central American 
summit at this beach resort 40 miles (64 
kilometres) from Managua. 

A transition accord between Chamorro 


10 ihe Nicaraguan people,. who wbatheri 
to be free with their vbte!, ^iii iia ^C 

nCfllWflAd if - * 1 Jm ■ 


and the Sandinistas says the anny, which is 


' now an organ of the Front, wifi become as 
apolitical, national military force. 

Chamorro has said -her defence minis ter 
will be a civilian, but she has left open the 
possibility that Ortega could become chief of 
staff. However, such a decision could create 
friction with the 14-party coalition. 

ihe political Council of the United 
National Opposition said that it would not 
accept Ortega “m any position in the new 
government 

“We are very conscious of our commitment 



continue m their high lev^ positiohsTri 
anny. Interior ministry and the rest^of 
government structures,^ the councal saki : 
statement. 

B The House of RepretentatiyesyteteP 
■WKjvetf a. SZ4 bflfiob' spending bill-t 
President George- Bu& 

Ci>m» 1 a 572G miffion ^i:itfe 4 

American nations: wtmidthajk- 
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Acc ord on E. German coal ition 

CDU leader Lothar de Maiziere to lead cabinet 


CO un try f first noitcomm ImS*!?* * : Eail Gcfnwn P oiilkal parties agreed to form the 

leader Lolhar de MaizieS .T?^ CI75IT1Cn[ ,oda5, w,lh chnsUan Dfmocr;llic (CDU) 
Martin ur : Ji. lviaiaer ® a: » P n me minister. 

SI Kirehner. party general 
mister at the head of a coalition 
ne tomorrow. 

- &«* • tjhe neg°i ia t i o n s will be completed today and agreement reached 

■ r!d - meeting of CDU pany officials in East Berlin. 


minister at the h«nH s< i cr ^ u t r > - Dc Maiziere should be elected prime 

time tomorrow d ° f 3 LOa{,Uon uhen lh* 400-seal new Parliament meets for the first 
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But no party has an absolute 
majority iq l he Parliament, 
which, once served simply as a 
rubber stamp for the hardline 
communist authorities quoted 
t las^eariri a peaaful revolution. 

CDU needs SPD support 
to push through changes to the 
constitution and take East Ger- 
many down the road to unifica- 
tion with West Germany. 

Main political groups agreed 
yesterday to try to resolve their 
differences over unification with 
West Germany. 

The alliance for Germany held 
a crucial negotiation session with 
the Social Democratic Parly, 
which finished second. 

Party leaders said afterward 
they agreed on a framework for 
talks that they' said they expected 
would result in a governing coali- 
9 t lion by April 1 5. 

They agreed to break up imo 
small groups and discuss the 
issues that divide them, par- 
ticularly the pace of reunifica- 
tion. 

The talks, aimed at forging a 
“grand coalition" that crosses 
the conservative and liberal 
political spectrum, were held 
after East Germany's disparate 
political factions suddenly 
united this week to demand that 
West Germany . give. equal value 
to East German marks during 
the uinification process. 

The development follows the 
resignation of the Social 
Democrats' leader, Ibrahim Boe- 
flhzne, amid allegations he had 
links to the Stasi secret police 
during the era of hardline com- 
munist rule in East Germany. 

The controversy surrounding 
Boehme had hampered the 
negotiations, and the Social 
Democrats said that Boehme. 
who denies the accusations, was 
stepping aside because the task 
clearing his name could burden 
efforts to form East Germany's 
first democratic government. 

Unification talks with West 
Germany are temporarily on 
hold wfcijg the newly ejected £#st . 
German parliament chooses new 
leaders to replace the caretaker^ 
communist government, !*. > " 

Social Democratic officials 
began the meeting with alliance 
for Germany negotiators yester- 
day afternoon. Officials from the 
tiny Free Democratic Party also 
jprere participating in the coali- 
tion talks. 

Rainer Eppelmann. leader of 
Democratic Awakening, one of 
three parties in the alliance for 
Germany, said he was hoping for 
a quick agreement “so people in 
East Germany know where they 
stand.” 

Just hours earlier Markus 
Meckel, who has temporarily 
replaced Boehme as head of the 
Social Democrats, announced 
the party had agreed to open 
negotiations with the alliance on 
forming a coalition government. 
■ Ousted communist leader 
Erich Honecker's health has 
worsened and he was moved yes- 
terday to a Soviet-run san- 
itarium, a West German news- 
paper reported. 

A Soviet military convoy 
’ escorted the former leader and 
his wife, Margot, from the Parish 
House outside East Berlin where 
they had been staying to the 
nearby sanitorium, the news- 
paper Bild said. 

The move was requested by 
Honecker.Bild reported. It said 
without attribution that the 77- 
year-old Honecker’s health has 
further deteriorated. 

The move came slightly more 

than a week after Honecker and 
his wife were forced to abandon 
their new home. 

They moved from the Luth- 
eran church Parish House on 
Match 23 to a better-equipped 
government residence near 
Neuruppim about 80 kilometres 
(50 miles) away- 

Gorbachev’s 
spokesman 
holds briefing 

^“Firsl of all. I’m not 
I’m Maslennikov. he ^ 

> »32*X 

correspondents .bomj jta ■ work^of 
Gorbachev’s new preadenual ^ 
federation councils 

^t’spo&arfWbreak- 

Baltic republic o[Ulhuania, 

He promised regular, but not 
daily, briefing gearwT *» jJjSf 

topis. and saidGorbacnev lumKif 

wffiappear from tune to umc for 
news conferences. 


on a 


The announcement was a major surprise after coalition talks bet ween the CD l’ -led 
alliance of centre-right parlies and the Social Demc»crais (SPD) had initially stumbled. 

But yesterday the parties made tarty progress in the first formal round of talks. They 
said they expected (o form a government by the middle of this month. 

The approval ofcabinet posts would be handled by u second meeting of Parliament on 
April 1 1 . Kirehner said. The CDU won by far the most votes in East Germany's first free 
elections on March 10. with the SPD coming a poor second. 


Reformer 

elected 

Bulgaria 

President 

SOFIA. April 4. <AP>: Parlia- 
ment yesterday elected reformer 
Petar Miadenov to a newly 
created temporary presidency and 
adopted legislation permitting 
multiparty elections in June. 

In an apparent effort to dis- 
tance themselves from their har- 
dline past, communists yesterday 
also renamed their communist 
party to Bulgarian Socialist 
Party. 

The party’s name change was 
announced by Stefan Prodev, 
editor of the former Communist 
Party daily Rabotnkhesko Drfo, 
or workers* affairs, winch chang- 
ned its name Monday to the 
Duma, or the word. 

Terms of the first free, multiparty 
elections in Bulgaria since World 
War Ii, and Mladenov’s election 
to the new presidency, were agreed 
to last week between the ruling 
communists and the opposition. 

They were ratified by Parlia- 
ment yesterday along with con- 
stitutional amendments abolish- 
ing ail references to “communist” 
ana “socialist,” which serve to 
anchor political pluralism, the 
stage BTA news Agency reported. 

Miadenov, 53, had served as the 
communist president of the state 
council that was formally dis- 
solved yesterday. He was unan- 
imously elected to the new tem- 
porary presidency, and win be 
replaced after the newly elected 
Parliament approves a new con- 
stitution. 

In his acceptance address 
Miadenov said the guaranteeing 
of - the peaceful transition from 
totalitarianism to democracy “is 
the most important and! the ^ most' 
complicated task at this stage,” 
BTA reported. 

He said Bulgaria's first test of 
democracy would be the Jnue elec- 
tions. 

“People should be provided 
with conditions to have their fair 
and open say, proceetfing from 
their own aspirations and acting 
on their own free will on the future 
they prefer for (Bulgaria)," the 
official BTA news agency quoted 
Miadenov as saying. 

He also said that implementa- 
tion of a radical economic reform 
would require “tremendous 
efforts.” 

“Years of complications, strain 
and difficulties tie ahead, but there 
is no other way out. We wbould not 
delude ourselves with false hopes 
of miracles,’* Miadenov said, 
according to BTA. 

As in neighbouring Romania 
and other East European cotm- 
tries, the state council under the 
communists acted effectively as 
the legislature between infrequent 
sessions of the countries’ rubber- 
stamp parliaments. 

Miadenov is relatively popular 
according to recent polls. He is 
considered responsible for ousting 
long-time hardline communist 
leader Todor Zhivkov in a leader- 
ship reshuffle last November when 
he became party leader. 

After taking over the party 
leadership Miadenov elevated 
reformists to top petitions and 
began a dialogue with the opposi- 
tion moving toward the transition 
to democracy before rel in qu is hin g 
the post cm February. 

The multiparty legislation 
adopted yesterday by Parliament 
was the subject of three months of 
arduous talks between the com- 
munist and the democratic opposi- 
tion. 

■ Yugoslavia: Some 30 ethnic 
Albanian children were hospital- 
ised yesterday in troubled Kosovo 
province, again claiming symp- 
toms of the mysterious poisoning 
that last month threatened to set 
o(T ethnic dashes. 

The state Tnojog news agency 
and sources said the children were 
from the town of Podajevo,30kms 
(18 miles) north of the provincial 
capital of Pristina. They com- 
plained of long and skin irritations 
and claimed they were poisoned. 

■Romania: Witnesses testifing 
at the trial of Nicolae Androta 
Cea usesc n, the brother of Roman* 
ia 7 s deposed communist dictator, 
said yesterday that be bad twice 
shot at protesters. 

Constantin Chirea and Darnel 
Savm, two police men who were 
present when the defendant 
allegedly shot demonstrators in 
fron to f the Intercontinental 
Hotel on Dec 21, said they saw 
their former boss fire into a sub- 
way station where some of the 
protesters liadfled. 



Landsbergis (left) chairman of the Lithuanian Supreme Soviet shown talking with deputies. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 

Shevardnadze in US 

‘Honest talks main weapon’ 


WASHINGTON. April 4, (AP): 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
A. Shevardnadze, in Washing- 
ton for meetings with top .US 
leaders, says “honest dialogue” 
is Moscow's main weapon in 
dealing with the independence 
crisis in Lithuania. 

Speaking to reporters at 
Andrews Air Force Base yester- 
day. Shevardnadze said his 
government believes that it is 
important to maintain the 
integrity of the Soviet constitu- 
tion and Soviet laws in the face of 
the challenge represented by the 
Lithuanian . independence 
movement, . 

Declaring that. Lithuana also 


ework of our constitution, within 
the basic law of our country. 

“Our main weapon in resolv- 
ing any issue.. .is dialogue, honest 
dialogue.” lie said and added: 

“And this is the dialogue we 
are looking forward to with the 
Lithuanian people and the Lith- 
uanian leadership." 

Meanwhile, State Department 
spokeswoman Margaret Tut- 
wiler said Soviet actions in Lith-‘ 
uania will be “at the top of the 
agenda” when Shevardnadze 
meets Secretary of State James 
A. Baker today. He is set to see 
.President. George Bush on 
Friday. 


Shevardnadze assured Baker 
during a meeting in Namibia last 
month that the Kremlin would 
do its utmost to avoid using force 
to suppress the independence 
movement in Lithuania. 

Baker subsequently sent a 
message to Shevardnadze and 
Bush wrote Gorbachev. Neither 
has received a reply, but US 
officials said that was not a cause 
for concern. 

Bush told reporters that his 
Friday meeting with Shevard- 
nadze “will be the change ... to 
see how that message went down 
in Moscow.” 

Meanwhile. Lithuania's chief 
diplomat in the United States 


Declaring tnat. uinuana also ; The --United Stales has ., diplomat in .me umieo states 
approved ihe Soviet Constiui^ ^ repeqietyy called on the Soviets . said at a new conference that^be 
lion. Shevardnadze added: “We not to use coercion, intimida lion “would meet “Shevardnadze “any 

are going to act within the fram- or military force in Lithuania. lime during his US visit. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mossad wanted BnU dead: The son of 

murdered Canadian ha/ltscrcsexperr Gerald Butt says 
his father told him that the Israeli Mossad wanted to 
kilt him. 

M rebel Bull said in an interview with the Montreal 
gazette that his father "told me that a friend of his 
u. ho hjd contacts u ith the Mossad had warned him 
that ihe> were alter him." 

i ne friend in question might have been an Israeli 
with whom Michel Bull worked on artillery systems 
during rhe N?0v l Kuna) 

■ * m 

Racism summit opens: French Prime Mini- 
ster Michael Rocard opened a multi-party summit on 
racism on Tuesdat w ith an immediate concession to 
ihe Consenative opposition, whose voters are drift- 
ing to the ultra-right National Front. 

At the start of evening talks in Paris, the Socialist 
premier said he w ould host a similar forum on M ay 1 6 
to debate the problems of immigration and integra- 
tion. 

The centre-nehl opposition panics, the RPR and 
UDF. had criticised the government for failing to 
nuke a clear link between the spread of racial hatred 
and the high number of poor Third World 
immigrants in France. (Reuter) 

UK, US reject Unesco: The United States 
and Britain have decided not to rejoin Unesco 
because of a continuing dispute over its management 
and political bias, officials said Tuesday. 

The United States withdrew from the UN 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation in 
(934 to protest what it saw as Unesco' ’s politicisation 
and anu-Wcstcrn bias. 

Britain quit Unesco in 1985. soon after the United 
States and Singapore. The three countries made up 
about one-third of the agency's budget. 

“My understanding is ... that the time is not right 
for the United States to reopen the question of 
renewing its membership in Unesco," said State 
Dep'iruncnt spokeswoman Margaret Tutwiler. ( AP) 

Drug monev laundering: Switzerland 

explained to the lmer-Parliamentaiy Uniop Con- 
ference Tuesday in Nicosia, Cyprus, how drug 
money is laundered and called for stricter inter- 
national controls. 

A memorandum presented by the Swiss group 
said. "Hones! and corrupt businessmen alike 
appreciate the advantages of the Swiss financial cen- 
tre. among w hich are high quality of services as well 
as political and judicial stability." 

"The image, which is widespread in the public, of 
the courier arriving in Switzerland with a suitcase 
filled with banknotes is indeed part of the truth." **■“ 
memorandum said. (AP) 



Ho Tak wins 

in one of two elections to fill vacant National Assem- 
bly seals, an opposition Democratic Party candidate 
upset the candidate ol me ruling Democratic Liberal 
Party, officials said Wednesday 
in vote counting completed early Wednesday. Ho 
Tak. (being lifted by tus supporters), ot the 
Democratic Party, received 37.446 votes, or 53 per 
cent ot rotal ballots cast in the Unmsong-Chmchon 
district in the central province of north Chungchong. 
Mm T ae-Gu. of the ruling party . received 3 1 . 1 78 votes. 

in the other by-election in Taegu, ruling party 
candidate Moon Hi-gap was leading Democratic 
Party candidate Baek Seung-hong : 7.561 to 13,765 
asol ii am Wednesday withabou; 40 oer cent of ictal 
ballots counted 

Kim Hyung-kun. an independent, was trailing at 
1.503 (Reuter wirephoto) 


the 


Lockerbie probe: Scottish police Tuesday 
were questioning Mohammed Abu Talb. suspected 
in the 1988 bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 which 
killed 270 people, a newspaper reported in Stock- 
holm. Sweden. 

Abu Talb's lawyer. Sven-Erik Sjogren, was quoted 
in the Dagens Nyheter as saying his client could face 
questions aboui his travels before the Pan Am 
explosion w hich could link him to the bombing. 

Abu Talb was sentenced to life in prison last 
December in connection with separate bombings in 
Denmark and the Netherlands in 1985 and 1986. 

• • 9 

Hawke cabinet sworn in: Prime Minister 

. Bob Hawke began a record fourth term in office 
Wednesday with his heir apparent, treasurer Paul 
Keating, given the added duties of deputy prime 
minister. 

The 60-year-old Hawke, first elected prime mini- 
ster in 1983 and winner most recently by a narrow 
margin on March. 24. has said be intends to lead his 
ruling Labour Party through the three-year term and 
into a potential fifth campaign. (AP) 


Seoul agrees 

Pullout of US troops 

SEOUL. April 4. (AP): South Korea has formally 
agreed to a US plan to cut hack by 1 995 7.000 of 
the 43.000 American troops stationed here, the 
Defence Ministry announced today. 

The ministiy- said the two countries also have 
reached basic agreement on other pending 
military issues, including changing their joint 
command system to give South Korea more con- 
(rol over its military. 

“We have reached full agreement on a gradual 
US troop withdrawal, which will initially a (Ten 
7,000 noncomhaianls," a ministry statement 
said. 

The announcement had been expected since 
February, when US Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney disclosed plans to shut down three or the 
five US air bases in South Korea in a cost-saving 
measure. 


3 Italians held in art theft: Zurich police on 

Tuesday announced theaiTest of three Italian nation- 
als whro they tried to pick up 2 million Swiss francs 
(SI . 3 million) in ransom demanded for the return of a 
stolen painting by Vincent van Gogh. 

The canvas, “Wheat field With Sheaves,'’ which 
had vanished from a strongbox in a wareboue of a 
moving company on March 12 was recovered 
undamaged, said police spokesman Marcel Frieden. 
It was valued at 2.5 million Swiss francs. (AP) 


Breakthrough seen in Lithuania crisis 


MOSCOW, April 4. (UPI): A close associate of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev met with Lith- 
uanian Deputy Prime Minister Romualdas Ozolas 
in an apparent breakthrough in the crisis over the 
Baltic republic’s drive to independence. Lithuanian 
lawmakers said. 

“There are consultations and conversations,” 
Deputy Egidius Bickauskas told reporters yester- 
day. “Don't call them negotiations." 

Politburo member Alexander Yakovlev, a con- 
fident of Gorbachev, met with Ozolas and two 
Lithuanian legislators, Bickauskas said. He did not 
reveal where the meeting was held. 

“Nothing was accomplished,” said Loretta Slan- 
ulis. commenting yesterday’s talks between a three- 
man Lithuanian delegation and Yakovlev. 

“The main goal of these informal talks was to 


decide when to begin formal negotiations,'' Stanulis 
said. “But they ended without any decision." 

However, Lithuanian sources said the Lithuanian 
delegation, headed by deputy Prime Minister 
Romualdas Ozolas, would meet Soviet Interior 
Minister Vadim Bakatin for further talks later 
today. , ... 

Also yesterday, the Soviet Union restricted the 
one border crossing between Lithuania and Poland, 
which has supported the republic's campaign for 
independence, Polish border guards said. 

The guards said Soviet authorities were only 
allowing transport trucks and a few Poles with visas 
to cross through the checkpoint at Ogrodniki, 
Poland. Normally, 3,000 Poles a day cross the so- 
called bridge of friendship checkpoint without visas 
to visit family and friends in Lithuania, which is 


com 

Worl 


prised of territory that had been Poland's before 
■Id War II. 

The apparent breakthrough came after Lithuan- 
ian President Vytauias Landsbergis in a speech to 
his parliament on Monday said the embattled Baltic 
republic may be willing todelay establishment of full 
independence. 

Lands bergis’s statement was a retreat in Lithuan- 
ia's three-week showdown with Moscow following 
the March 1 1 declaration ofindependenceby its new 
nationalist-controlled parliament. 

Landsbergis told deputies, “the legal act of 
independence proclaimed by the Supreme Soviet 
does not mean the immediate establishment of 
independence on the territory of the republic.” the 
official Tass news agency said. 

In an earlier telegram to Gorbachev, Landsbergis 


said Lithuania “has no intention of harming the 
policy of perestroika,” the Soviet President’s drive 
for economic and political renewal. 

In Washington, Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze told reporters yesterday, “our main 
weapon in resolving issues is dialogue — an honest 
dialogue. This is what we are looking forward to." 

Shevardnadze arrived in Washington for three 
days of pre-summit talks with Secretary of State 
James Baker that were expected to include discus- 
sions on Lithuania. 

The crisis in Lithuania has steadily grown since 
the Sajudis nationalist movement headed by Lands- 
bergis gained control of parliament in Feb 24 elec- 
tions, chose him as the republic's president at its First 
session March 10 and declared independence the 
next day. 
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GCC manufacture of weapons ^tudied 

i~> n** " l" "limlf heen advist 


THE military obligtory service in 
Kuwait is a pioneer experiment, 
though the application of the 
service has been instituted with 
some delay, the former Chief of 
Staff of Kuwait Army, U .Gen- 
eral Abdulla Farraj A1 Ghamm 

^The official said that the aim of 
the military service is to forma 
supportive army for the full neo- 
Kuwaiti Army and added 


that the command of the army 
has plans to establish a reserve 
force comprising Kuwaitis who 
finish their military obligatory 
service. 

On the issue of women cons- 
cripts, he said that there are some 
women employed in the 
secretariat, computer services 
and medical fields. However, he 
said that it is not opportune at 
this time to involve women in tne 


military stafffor fitting orcon- 
ducting sensitive military opera- 
tion. He added that "omen 
should be trained in the art of 
manning weapons ?s back-up in 
the forces. „ • 

Speaking as the secretary 
military production in the GCC 
STObanim said that the con- 

^pform^ufacturing^n; 

and ammunitions in ^ 
states was discussed and studied^ 


Officials have been ad "»d 

SfaTlilhT^apom^d 
“M' called to unifying 


66 licences 
granted to 
citizens for 
haj convoys 

THE Assistant UndeTsecretar 
for Pilgrimage and Mosque 
Affairs at Kuwait's Ministry .01 
Awkaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdulrahman Al Fares was 
quoted as saying that the minis- 
try had given licences to about w> 
citizens to arrange for pilgrimage 
convoys during the current ye^r. 

In an interview with a local 
daily, the official said_ that, about 
42 convoys will go to Makkah Al 
Mukarrama via Madina Al 
Munawara while anotb r24con- 

voys will go direct from Kuwait 
to Makkah Al Mukarama. 

He disclosed that 12 citizens 
were being given the licence for 
the first time and this measure 
was taken in response to the 
country’s exceeding needs for 
pilgrimage convoys He added 
that the ministry had decided to 
increase the insurance for pd- 
srimaee convoys from KXJoWU 
to KD1 0.000. 

The official said that the 
Kuwaiti convoys will go through 
two routes through Al Salem 
Area and will be divided into 16 
*rouos. The convoys that will go 
to Madin 3 will leave Kuwait bet- 
ween June 12 and 15 while the 
other com ovs who go direct to 
Makkah will leave during the 
period of June 20 to 23. 1990. 

Charges 

In a related development a 
local dailv reported that a num- 
ber of pilgrimage convoy owners 
had agreed to unify pilgrimage 
charges this year, provided that 
the unified charge will include ail 
accommodation and full board- 
ing expenses. 

The dailv quoted the chairman 
of the committee grouping 31 
convovs Lafi Al Orair who had 
unified its charges as saying that 
this was taken in the light ot 
retreat in the pilgrimage charge. 

He added that owners of the 
relevant convoys were in 
agreement that the best way to 
avoid such a retreat is to unify the 
charges and in the meantime to 
enhance ihe services to be exten- 
ded. ._ , 

He disclosed that the unified 
charges were as follows; Subur- 
ban van of seven passengers 
KD350 for each passenger, bus 
KD300. micro-bus KD280, 
GMC vehicle of 40 passengers 
KD260. But for pilgrims who 
would like to go by nis own car to 
Makkah and Madina and regis- 
tered with convoy will pay the 
convoy KD250 and those who 
would like to go to Makkah only 
will pay KD150 and those would 
like to go by air to Makkah via 
Jeddah should pay KD200 and 
those who would like to go to 
Madina and Makkah will pay 

KD250. . . . 

Meanwhile. Orair confirmed 
the keenness of the owners of 31 
convoys to extend the best 
services to the pilgrims to be 
represented by ambulances and 
good quality of transport vehi- 
cles. 

16.000 fresh 
graduates 
could face 
unemployment 

EXISTING factors indicate that 
Kuwait’s Civil Service Council 
will be pressed hard to provide 
employment to 1 6,000 graduates 
during the next two years, a local 
daily reported. 

The job scenario becomes fur- 
ther complicated when one views 
the fact that graduates strive to 
obtain office jobs rather than 
those in the field. Presently there 
are a lot of graduates who 
currently work in the computer 
field, although they nave 
graduated from the faculty of 

arts, the daily said. 

It added that there are about 

8.000 students studying curren- 
tly at the university and who are 
expected to graduate during the 
next two years. This figure will 
coincide with an identical num- 
ber of students from the Public 
Authority for Applied Educa- 
tion and Training (Paaet). 

With the recent decision to 
equate grades of the umveraty 
aid those of PaaeL the auth- 
orities will l c faced with another 
problem, t*«e daily noted. 



Operators at the overseas calls department. 


MOC officials admit 
to phone eavesdropping 

Ulterior motives denied 


OFFICIALS and employees of 
ihe Ministrv of Communica- 
tions. admitting that they resort 
io eavesdropping, explained that 
this is resorted to only with the 
aim of ensuring that telephone 
calls are operating at optimum 
efficiency and denied any 
ulterior motives. 

Controller of overseas calls at 
the ministry. Fahd Al Fahd said 
that there are several parties who 
have access to telephone lines 
and listen on calls and unders- 
cored the fact that there is no 
country that does not use this 


method for one purpose or 
another. . 

However, in Kuwait, the 
official said that such eavesdrop- 
ping has been restricted to senior 
officials only — usually the sluft 
incharge and deputies. In a fur- 
ther move designed to reduce the 
misuse of this facility, "tapping 
devices"' have been reduced 
from 1 14 to only four. 

Punishment 

Fahd said that he does not 
claim that ministry employees 
are innocent ofinte nional eaves- 
rirnnnine. but these i . -lances are 


few and called on aggrieved par- 
ties to report such incidents ana 
assured that strict punishments 
will be accorded to those found 
guilty. 

However. Fahd called on sub- 
scribes to check the quality of the 
commercial telephone sets as jin 
many instances it was found that 
the telephone sets, particularly 
when the set is of sub-standard 
quality. Nevertheless, he said 
that subscribers should 
specifically mention the date and 
time that they suspected their line 
was tapped. 



Assistance appeal 




weapons used by the armies ot 
the GCC states and added that 
joint maneuvers of the GCC 
states should be carried out by 
land, air and navy forces. 

Ghanim complained that tne 
number of youths who join the 
Kuwait Army are negligible and 
raid that the army is in need of 
every able bodied youth, includ- 
ing those with scientific 
qualifications. 

Banks 
should 
Improve: 
officials 

THE chief director general at the 
Commercial Bank of Kuwait 
Mohammed Al Yahia has said 
that state authorities co- 
operated with the private sector 

to apply proposals to develop the . 

national economy that were i 
included in the report of the joint j 

economic committee. I 

I 

He added that some of these j 
proposals will have positive » 
reflection on the local banks by i 
solving the problem of debts and 
deficit in the banks and activat- ; 
ing the economic sectors. This • 
wffl urge banks to develop their 
services and administration to > 
face expected challenges and to 
compete with foreign banks the 
official said. But be added that 
present economic and political 
reforms in East Europe will bnng 
new risks to the international 
economy. 

Competition has also j 

increased among the commercial . 

banks in the Gulf area and banks 1 
in the Arab area in general ; 
should co-ordinate efforts to 
have a firm stand against the 
international challenges, Yahia > 
said. 

The chairman of Bank of 
Kuwait and Middle East All Al 
Bader said that local banks 
: should continue in their policies 
1 to guide spendings and increase 
i efficiency’ of their staff and per- 
; formance and should develop 

i their training programmes as 

! W ell. The local ban ks are | 
i required to carry out the recom- ! 
i mendations of the report of joint : 

I economic committee to face . 

challenge during present decade. . 

! the official commented. ; 

! The well-known Kuwaiti 
i economist Jassem Al Saadoun 

j said thatlocal banks shouldsolye . 

; two main problems, the denat in , 
j their financial abilities and the . 
weak administrative staff. 

The local banks, except the j 
National Bank suffer from : 
deficit that prompts the Central j 
Ranlr in intervene in all details ot 

their duties and thus, these banks I 

to develop their structure to be j 
more independent from Central 

Bank. , . . 

He added that administration 
of local banks did not change 
despite the crisis that faced 
Kuwaiti banks during the last 
few years. He commented that 
the administration of these 
banks are under the required 
levels. 

The administrative staff at 
banks are being appointed accor- 
ding to social considerations and 
not professional ones or 
qualifications and Kuwaiti 
banks will not be able to compete 
in the field of financial invest- 
ment with foreign establish- 
ments due to the defect in the 
financial and administrative 
structure of these banks, the 
official said. 

The government can change 
this structure and develop or 
improve the performance of the 
banks by many ways. It can 
apply a limited development 
strategy for all banks and finan- 
cial establishments in the coun- 
try. It also can improve the per- 
formance of its financial, establi- 
shments and use the great surplus 

j -1 imnrnvn cnf. 


Nolhcrlasl’d^ 


THE chairman of the Kuwait 
Union of Consumer Co- 
operative Societies Saad Abbad 
Al Swarej has said that the union 
is currently preparing a study 
aimed at developing the existing 
control over all commodities 
available at the co-operative 
societies, in co-ordination with 
the competent authorities. 

A recently-issued circular 
required all societies not to 
accept any price increases made 
without previous notification 
from the union, the official said. 

Circular 

He said that the existing 
crowds of customers raising the 
demand for commodities com- 
monly sought during the holy 
month of Ramadan is caused by 
the abundance of these items at 
these societies, stressing the co- 
operative movement's concern is 
to make available all consumer 
items and commodities during 
this period. . .. 

Htftold a local daily that all 
items under the union’s control 
undergo no price increases due to 
the pesins of ^ese prices by tee 
union’s pricing committee, tie 


consumer articles is a. decision 
made by . the relevant govern- 


, j j »w»7*«n increases could be mal j e py me relevant guvuo- 

endorsa? by°the committee, at offirialsand that ttereduc- 

SS during the month of or resu m P tjon of this sub- 

S" 1 ciHv changed with the circum- 

that dealers, on *e > ces and changes of the 
otter tend, offering to S relevant government strate». 

toSrices of their items wiU te He nted ,, ut UuttteCon- 
resnSnded to by the union Protect.cn Department 

w^tiaielv and a special pr- issue d a number of rules to 

SEWS. Sed to circulate ^ flkga l increase in 
ttemice drop among all operat “ommodity prices, in order to 
Se co-operative societies. tect consumers against 

^Tte&crease in consumer P . 


The increase . 

demand for ro«^« » 
different types of items isd* 
prepared for by the soci™« 
before the advent of the holy 

month of Ramadan. . 

This is done in co-ordination 


haphazard individual price 
increases. Consumers who 
believe that the prices of certain 
commodities have undergone 
unjustifiable increases are urged 
to co-operate with the depart- 


S done in co-ordination ment and report these violations 
with the union’s supply commit- ^ tbftl nec essary action could 

tee,andthepacka^gandbot- ^ taken . 

tling centre m a bid to meet au 
consumer needs during t 

'■SaSSSt practice by 

some societies ofdireciimportot 


some swKuw ’ — — * u .. . 

supplies was not a new pheno- 
menon. and was confined to cer- 
tain types of fresh vegetables and 
consumer articles in high 

de The t subsidy offered by the 
government to certain types oi 


betaken. u „ . . 

The union, the official said, 
has a special team of inspectors 
who pay regular visits to co- 
operateive societies to check the , 
validity of assorted items and J 
ihosestored in the societies ware- ; 
houses, pointing oat that some 
societies have their own inspec- 
tors who regularly carry-out 
routine check of the items on 

fticnilflV. 



Contract signed 
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Crimefile 


Forgers 



DETECTIVES of the capital ning at the time and had gone to 

foS^IstinS’’alcSldaiIy burnt ahve.on his return to the 
said ‘ - - ■ According to a local daily, the 

father had gone to the co- 
operative and had either left the 
auconditioner running and there 
was a short-circuit resulting in 
the car bursting into flames, or 
one of the children had lit a 
match igniting some trapped 
gases within the car. 

Investigations are under 
progress to determine the cause 
of the fire. The father is too dis- 


s oi a 

‘Istimaras," a local daily 

U U added that the victims of this 
gang amounted to 40, including 
three girls. 

Meanwhile, the daily quoted 
sources as saying that the auth- 
orities are further investigating 
about 100 forged Istimaras with 
a view to determine the culprits. 
Investigations of the apprehen- 
ded culprits revealed that they 
received between KD600 and 
KD 1 ,000 for each lstimara. 


LD1 000 for each lstimara. ot tne nre. l ne lamer is ioo ois- 

ChiMron bum to death In can mayed to give any explanation 
A father who had left his two and is reported to be m profound 

children iuhis car which was run- shock. 


Aid to Lebanon approved 


op and improve suf- 
ficiency ofbanks by giving these 
active banks. 


to develoi 


surpluses to 
Saadoun said. 


° | Srael | au munuca. 

AMC undertakes projects in Africa 

37 countries benefit from chaijf 


THE public health minister has 
started the implementation of 
cabinet decision requiring for the 
preparation of moral aia bound 
for the Lebanese government. 

The Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Rashed Al 
Rashed told newsmen that the 
donations gathered for the 
Lebanese people will go to aU 
classes of people and distributed 
in all different parts of Lebanon 
with no exception whatsoever. 

The Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister is extremely concerned 
about this matter which formed a 
central responsibility bn Kuwait 
as a sister country to help the 
Lebanese the official said and 
added that this concern expresses 
the attitude of the stale of 
Kuwait, Amir, government and 
people 


THE chairman of 

ccnuSin 37 African countries. 



i -lion 114 training and Qualifying courses for teachers 
of mosques tonnes offoodstufii'ami 

the committee, the official said. 

Quran 

He added that AMC is “ 1 

by buildingschools health only 6 regular 

The await (full time) 


He said that the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry is 
beginning to work towards meet- 
ing the existing shortages on the 
consumer market and to fight 
any attempts to increase price of 
commodities commonly in high 
demand during the holy month 
of Ramadan 

He said that regardless of the 
reasons leading to the increase in 
prices during this month, the 
government responsibility rests 
on taking speedy measures to 
protect consumers against 
unnatural price jumps. Special 
government instructions were 
issued to probe into any attempts 
to legalise proposed price 
increases, stressing that meeting 
consumer needs come first on the 
government's list of priorities. 


KU to celebrate 
silver jubilee 
in 1991-92 

KUWAIT UNIVERSITY wM 
celebrate its silver jubilee idunng 
the academic year 1991/1992 and 
in this context has decided to 

form a higher committee to draw 

up a worthwhile programme in 
the area of sport, scientific, cul- 
tural, - artistic and informauon 
activities. . ... 

The celebrations will be hew 
on the national -and popular 
levels and are tailored to reveal 
the scientific role of the univer- 
sity in society as the high® 51 
academic institution in the coun- 

try-- 

On the other hand, the higher 
committee headed by Dr Radia 
Al Sabah, assistant director for 
university society service and 
information held two. meetings 
with committee members during 
which they reviewed the most 
important issues concerning 
celebrations. 

The television committee for- 
med by the higher committee is 
considered to be one of the m«t 
important committees «taou- 
shed to serve celebrations. »u e 
committee will introduce a telev- 
ision serial for viewers and 
university students in particular. 

The television programme will 
aim at serving a large sectoi r ^oi 
academics and will reveal me 
level reached by the umvtmW 
scientific development. It mso 
aim s at achieving stronger ues 
between society and the timver- 
sity in addition to informing 
parents on the most objeenve 

issues. The programme wiU cons- 
ist of 26 parts and the first will be 
televised next October. - 


Disease in cattle decreasing 


better, more careful measures would be applied}^ 
put an end to the influx of w* animals, tne 
official said. ' . t. 

He disclosed that more than 21 applications haw 
been received by the department for starting vet 
it,. tn onen 


sr*^^>S^as:eSr“ 


invoivea in pouucs auu vw u.* . TKOD v «neaal concern io rcuun 
by building schools, health centres and mosques_ than to Hlam. peopw onferrnces for women and 


THE director of the Animal HcabJj Department at 
the Agriculture Affairs and Fish Resour^s Auth- 
ority Dr Sultan Ahmad Al-Sultan has said that the 
disease attacking cattle in the counUY has been 

mmHUv derreatine thanks to the efforts exerted by oecn receivea oy tne aepartment tor s»«“6 - - 

t^autiioriiy. . . . phannacite, and that applets, seeking to 

He told Al Sevassah that there are no serious climes and infirmaries for animals have been 
epidemics in the country, pointing out that the reeved. . ^ 

existing diseases were appearing m imported In this respect, two such pharmacies have been 
animals He added that the relevant animal controls prepared for operation, Sultan said and commented 

are exerting considerable effort to prevent the entry that the conditions governing the establishment 0 
of diseased animals into the country and that many veterinary clinics and infirmaries are stringent. 

of these animals have actually been denied access He said that the allocation of suitable kn^plots 
into Kuwait. ^ or the establishment and construction of sneb vite 

, P . veterinary services and facilities will witne&s betiet ; 

Hesaidthatfollowingthe transfer of control over opportunities for applicants wishing to take up th* 5 

the Central Slaughter House to Ihe authority, that profession. 


a neighbour 





Sheikha Nashmiya ... rare sophistication. 


W 


Patriot with a 

passion for art 

* „ — ■> , ■ ■ * ■ — ■■ — — " ■■ — 

Call to preserve indigenous traditions 


By Lima AJ Khalafawi 

Arab Times staff 

SHEIKHA NASHMIYA Al 
^Ahmed’s patriotic passion for 
^Kuwait and another for collect- 
ing antiques is a dominant 
feature of her daily life. The regal 
bearing of the personage of 
Sheikha Nashmiya vividly 
depicts a strong personality 
which she candidly attributes to 
her father, the late Amir of 
Kuwait Sheikh Ahmed Al Jaber 
and in her relationship to her 
brother the present Amir of the 
State of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmed. . . 

In a broader context Sheikha 
Nashmiya- nurtures patriotic 
feelings that have been instilled 
since her childhood. This has 
shaped and prompted her love in 
collecting Kuwaiti antiques to 
preserve her country's heritage. _ 
Her collection of Kuwaiti 
antiques indude chests and silver 
i swords which are cleverly dis- 
played in different comers m her 
house. Apart from that are Sadu 
cushions placed on sofas and 
seats. For her each antique she 
owns has a story to tell — 

For Sheikha Nashmiya her 


love of collecting antiques 
extends to possess rare pieces of 
art and furniture from all over 
the world such as India, Turkey 
and France. 

At her house antiques vary 
from vases and paintings to 
embroidered table cloths with 
gold seam covering wooden 
trunks that belonged to late King 
Farouq of Egypt and other china 
plates of the same era are used as 
decoration on the walls in her 
diningroom. 

Responsibility 

Many paintings she owns are 
of famous artists displayed in her 
house alongwith old coins inside 
show cases next to certificates of 
authenticity. 

Sheikha Nashmiya exudes 
confidence and sophistication 
which is evidenced in her contin- 
ued efforts in presiding over 
public functions for women at all 
levels of activities in the country. 
At the same time she encourages 
women that love of ones country 
can be passed on through genera- 
tions to preserve that uafaded 
patriotic feeling. 


Commenting about the 
development in Kuwait, Sheikha 
Nashmiya said that the country 
has spared no efforts in provid- 
ing Kuwaiti youths with every 
imaginable opportunity and 
guiding them to be model citizens 
capable of shouldering their 
future responsibilities. 

Sheikha Nashmiya is a 
staunch defender of bringing up 
children on Islamic teachings 
and Arab traditions. As a 
mother, taking care of her chil- 
dren is her first priority without 
totally depend ing on nannies and 
maids. 

She appreciates the role of 
Kuwaiti women and their con- 
tribution to society in general 
and the cohesive traditions that 
they imbibe into their families. 

On diversified issues, Sheikha 
Nashmiya keeps herself up-to- 
date on developments at the 
regional and international levels. 
Also she enjoys reading certain 
Arab writers such as Ihsan Abdul 
Qadous and other local Nabat 
poets. 

Sheikha Nashmiya is known 
for reviving old Kuwait tradi- 
tions specially during Ramadan 


UAE oil minister in India 

. Rl , nHARl April 4, (Kuna): United Arab Emirates Peyoleum and 
ABU DHABI, Apn , \ w an i said Al Otaiba yesterday left here 

dX unitor a message ra Indian Prime Minister V.P. Singh 
Sheikh Zajri Bin Sultan Al Nahayyan. 
deaU with bilateral relations and issues of mutual 

to* 1 **!; u„j Indian ambassador to the UAE and discussd 

with^i^co-oiKrat^n re'lations teween the two countries particularly 
in fields of petroleum, before his departure. 


THE NEW INDIAN SCHOOL 

JABRIYA 

Experienced Teachers 

■me New Indian School invites applications from 
qualified, trained and experienced teachers for 
Secondary and Senior Secondary classes in the 

eISS, M athematics, Physics, Commerce 
and Economics. in 


by celebrating the Qairqi’an 
" Local activity similar to trick or 
treat." On Qairqi'an which occur 
on 12-15 of Ramadan, Sheikha 
Nashmiya gets the children 
together and also generously fills 
sacks of other children who 
knock at her door during 
Qairqi'an. 

She has called for preserving 
indigenous Kuwaiti habits and 
traditions against the changes 
brought on by modem civilisa- 
tion. 


Drop in budget deficit predicted 

Rationalisation of spending successful 


THE existing deficit in the national budget 
for the fiscal year 91/92 will reportedly 
undergo a tangible drop due to the careful 
financial policy employed by the govern- 
ment to rationalise spending. 

A local daily quoted an official source as 
saying that the government will provide, as 
usuakspecial budgetary allocationsfor the 
employment of Kuwaiti graduates from 
the various local universities and ins- 
titutes. On this issue the Minister of Fin- 
ance lasem Al Khorafi has held a series of 


meetings with top government officials to 
disciLxi the government's future strategy 
regarding the projects and plans proposed 
for the years to come. 

The source added that the returns of 
public revenues, although were spent to 
fund the development of existing public 
services and facilities* 

The difficult loan seitlemeni 
programme receives the greater share of 
government concern and that there is great 
response and co-operation in this regard 


from all involved parlies, which led to the 
settlement of the greater part of this 
problem, the official said. 

He added that Kuwait's recommenda- 
tions to the Organisation of Economic 
Unity submitted to the organisation 
secretary-general was reportedly under 
implementation. 

He commented that Kuwait's stand was 
dear in seeking to son out exising func- 
tional duplication, pointing out that the 
economic and social council was perform- 


Tradition 
retained 
at new 
Amir Souk 

THE Minister of State for Mun- 
icipal Affairs Mohammaed Al 
Sayed Abdul Mohscn Al Rcfai 
has said that the Municipal 
AfTairs Committee has endorsed 
the stipulations recommended 
for reducing the number of 
operating shops at the Internal 
Market (Amir Market). 

He told a local daily that the 
Council of Ministers discussed at 
its recent session the market issue 
in response to the directives of 
HH the Amir and HH the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, who 
showed great concern about this 
issue and requested qui ;k 
reoperation of the market, par- 
ticularly since the intention is 
currently to use the same market 
location without making any 
changes in the former trading 
business. 

The existing 73 shops would be 
redistributed to the same old 
owners, based on a directive by 
HH the Crown Prince so that the 
same old time-honoured 
traditional atmosphere will be 
created and mantained. 

He said the municipality will 
co-operate with the Department 
of Government Domains in re- 
distributing die shops, being the 
legitimate authority in control of 
this government-owned real- 
estates. 

The municipality has finalised 
the laying down of regulations 
and constraints to control the 
licensing system of flats, and 
storeys for citizens in commercial 
and investment areas, and that 
the matter is awaiting implemen- 
tation, Rcfai said. 

He added that the Muni- 
cipality will enforce this system 
as soon as possible and that the 
related public transactions sub- 
mitted by citizens will be proces- 
sed as soon as the relevant minis- 
terial decision and related prov- 
isions appear in the official 
gazette. 

System 

He said that the acting director- 
general of the Municipality 
Sabah Jaber Al-Ali has issued an 
administerative decision regard- 
ing the executive and planning 
measures required for approving 
the utilisation of realestate, such 
as flats, in the shopping and 
investment areas. 

Owners, individuals or com- 
panies. wishing to sell according 
to the system of flates and 
storeys, must consult the Mun- 
icipality for its technical counsel 
from the planning viewpoint, 
before proceeding with selling 
formalities. 

He said that the planning opin- 
ion will be effective for one year 
from the date of its issue, adding 
that the owners will have to sub- 
mit applicatons to the Depart- 
ment of Control and Follow-up 
for defining the sought realestate 
based on the enforced system of 
flats and storeys, to which the 
technical opinion must be atta- 
ched. 
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Education exhibit 

The Education Minister Anwar Al Nouri opened recently an exhibit of special education products at the 
permanent exhibit's premises al the Capita! Educational Area. The opening was attended by assistant 
undersecretaries and senior officials of the ministry. Minister Noun inspected the contents of the exhibit 
which were produced by pupils o! special education schools. The exhibit is open everyday from 8 to 1 1 am 
and from 9 pm lo midnight. The exhibit will be opened till April 12th. Picture shows Nouri and assistant 

undersecretaries inspecting the exhibit. 

Mergers may be beneficial 

Banks will overcome 
debt crisis, says Awadi 


By Mahmoud Abdeen 

THE chief of general and 
executive managers at Kuwait's 
Gulf Bank Dr Yusuf Abdullah 
Al Awadi was quoted as saying 
that the local banking sector will 
witness a new era in the wake of 
surmounting bad debts. 

In an interview with the daily 
Al Scyassah. Awadi said that 
such an era will provide a lot of 
opportunities in addition to 
upgrading human resources. 

He commented that the Man- 
akh Crisis is not an issue of the 
past as yet, since its effects could 
be perceived obviously in 
Kuwait's economy structure. 
But, he clarified that the effects 
of such a crisis which lashed the 
country in 1982 will disappear in 
the near future particularly in the 
light of the implementation of 
most of the recommendations 
contained in the Joint Economic 
Report which had been prepared 
recently by the representatives of 
the government and the Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry. 

Meanwhile, Awadi has stres- 
sed that surmounting the Man- 
akh Crisis rests in leaving the 


effective market powers to play 
its natural role which will even- 
tually lead either to liquidate 
such powers or to get them mer- 
ged. 

He expressed the conviction 
that the s tract ureof thecoim try's 
financial sector should be revi- 
ewed in a new spirit in order to re- 
organise this sector. He com- 
mented that the merger will con- 
stitute one of the ideal vehicles 
for strengthening the financial 
base, clarifying that the merger 
process will not apply on the 
banks only but it could be real- 
ised through the merging of the 
banks and financial and invest- 
ment companies in addition to 
the merger of some local invest- 
ment companies. 

The merger process could also 
encompass the insurance sector 
in order to set up more effective 
avenues to serve such a sector. 

Speaking of the inter-bank 
relations, the official described 
this relation as governed by the 
co-operative spirit and 
reciprocal confidence, adding 
that the local banks were 
embodying its co-operation 
through the Kuwait Banking 
Society and in sound competitive 


atmosphere which was guaran- 
teed by the economic liberal sys- 
tem prevailing in the country. 

Replying to a question about 
the setting up of the investment 
banks, the official commented 
that investment banks are not 
available in Kuwait although the 
relevant activities and functions 
were familiar to the local bank- 
ing sector as the local banks as 
well as the investment companies 
mostly cover these investment 
functions and activities. 

He clarified, that practically 
there was a form of investment 
banks which could be represen- 
ted by the local investment com- 
panies as well as the investment 
departments available in each 
local bank, as these companies 
and departments were undertak- 
ing the managing of investment 
portfolios for customers in addi- 
tion to marketing of bonds and 
other financial securities in addi- 
tion to their contribution in the 
financial and trusts 'markets. 

Commenting on the banking 
classification adopted recently 
by Basel Committee, the official 
described such a classification as 
prejudicial and unfair, clarifying 
that the classification was biased. 


ing the same duties, stressing that Kuwait 
paid 2S per cem of the total budget of the 
council 

He said that the cost of the new petro- 
chemical factory will reach KD600 
million, adding Lhat the cost is expected Lo 
increase upto three billion dollars. 

The projects will consist of eight factors, 
and will utilise naptha and natural gas as 
raw feed for the production of polyeth- 
ylene and ethylene glycol, and other 
anno a lies. 


$2m cash 
support to 
intifada 

HEAD of the Aid Committee for 
Palestine and Lebanon, Ahmad 
Abdul Aziz Al Falah has staled 
that the committee presented 
two million dollars in cash to 
support the uprising (intifada) of 
the Palestinian people. He added 
that an additional one and a half 
million was presented for the 
support of charity projects in 
Palestine. He stressed that the 
committee works to preserve 
lslams holy sites in Palestine and 
is keen to establish a number of 
mosques, health centres. schools 
and social centres. He pointed 
out Lhat the Mohajereen and 
Ansar project aims al reviving 
the picture of solidarity and 
Islamic brotherhood. He 
indicated that the committee has 
many projects to offer and called 
for the support of good people. 

He stated that these projects 
include Palestine. Jordan and 
Lebanon, and the Palestinne 
committee has established the 
Faith Clinicinside Jerusalem and 
another health centre in the Arab 
part of Jerusalem. Both centres 
include a mental clinic and 
medical laboratories the official 
said. The committee also 
provides medical equipment to 
the Ansar clinic in Jerusalem and 
bought two ambulances for the 
interest of Nablus and Tolkarem 
committees. 

He indicated that a number of 
doctors and n arses visit the areas 
to introduce health services to 
people living in camps and 
towns. 


UAE releases 
over 250 
prisoners 

RAS AL KHAIM AH, April 4. 
(Kuna): Members of UAE's 
Supreme Council and ruler of 
Ras Al Khaim ah, Sheikh Saqr 
Bin Mohammed Al Qaserai, yes- 
terday ordered the release of 14 
prisoners. 

Ras AJ Khaimah’s police com- 
mander Sheikh Sultan Bin Salem 
Al Qasemi said that the decree 
comes within the occasion of the 
holy month of Ramadan. 

In a similar measure, the ruler 
of Umm Al Quwain, Sheikh 
Rashed Bin Ahmad Al Moa'laa, 
has ordered the release of 14 
prisoners. 


Health Day, April 7 

KUWAIT, April 4, (Kuna): Kuwait is to observe on April 7 
World Health Day together with Kuwait's Health Week under 
the auspices of his Highness Lhe Crown Prince and Premier 
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdalla Al Salem A] Sabah. 

Under the motto “Our Health and Enviroment" the week's 
activities will include enlightenment campaigns and lectures to 
be organised by the national organising committee in collabora- 
tion with the Ministry of Interior, Kuwait Municipality, the 
Public Authority for Agriculture and Fish Resources and the 
Ministry of Health. 


Sheep prices increase 
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THE local market for Australian 
sheep is in a confused state as 
during Lhe Last few days the prices 
of live Australian sheep were 
increased from KD15 to 
KDI 6.500 by the Kuwaiti Lives- 
tock Company (KLC). 

In this context, merchants 
called for reconsidering the 
prices of meat that are deter- 
mined by the Ministry of Com- 
merce — specifically because 
Australian sheep in summer 
usually arrive with less weight 
which causes huge losses to but- 
chers who are obliged to sell for 
750 fils per kilo. They added that 
the KLC sells sheep to butchers 
at the same price whether they 
arc heavy or light 

A butcher, Sayed Hamada 
said that sudden increase in 
prices of sheep that are Imported 
from Australia direcLly affects 
butchers who are obliged to 
increase their prices. But, con- 
sumers do not understand this 
aspect, or are not willing to 
understand, he said and they 
continually accuse butchers of 
increasing their prices to gain 


more profits. 

He added that KLC increases 
prices of livestock for four mon- 
ths a year that begins in March. 
During this period the sheep are 
light in weight and selling these 
sheep at the standard prices 
results in losses to butchers. He 
added that butchers sell the small 
sizes of sheep while co-operatives 
sell larger varieties and con- 
sequently. co-operatives can sell 
at cheaper prices. Additionally, 
he said lhat the absence of Turk- 
ish frozen sheep has led to an 
increase in prices of Australian 
sheep. 

However, Dr Sayed Amara 
pointed out that KLC increased 
its prices because of a hike in the 
international prices and that 
prices of live sheep have been 
witnessing a steady and contin- 
ual increase. The official said 
that the municipality and Minis- 
try of Commerce should set up a 
joint committee to determine the 
maximum level of prices for live 
sheep as is specified for slaught- 
ered sheep. He said that the price 


of slaughtered sheep has 
remained unchanged for quite 
some time. 

Sharif Rizk said that sudden 
hike in prices of Australian sheep 
brings losses to both butcher and 
consumer. Before the increase 
butchers were competing with 
each other because they had a 
chance to reduce their prices by 
50 per cent. Butnow butchers sell 
for 750 fils a kilo in order not to 
suffer losses. He added that 
increase of prices of the livestock 
is mainly caused because KLC 
has a monopoly on the import of 
live sheep. 

Meanwhile, the chairman of 
KLC. Faisal Al Khizam 
attributed the increase of price of 
Australian sheep to the fact that 
sheep sold have suitable prices 
compared to their weight The 
costs of purchase and transpor- 
tation have also increased. Com- 
menting on the monopoly 
enjoyed by KLC in Lhe local meat 
market he said that this accusa- 
tion is false because Kuwait is an 
open market and anybody who 
wants to import livestock can. 


For professional high quality 
photography using the very latest 
equipment in our large. purpose 
built studio. 

For creative still life, brochures, 
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printing and processing. 

For a complete professional photographic 
service, ring Mark on 48 1 3566 ext 235. 
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Thought for today 


THE greater the difficulty, the greater the glory — 

Cicero, Roman statesman-philosopher (106 BC-43 BC). 


Handling of Namibia 

UN scores 
big success 

WINDHOEK, Namibia, (AP): After numerous missions that floun- 
dered, the United Nations scored a major success in guiding Namibia to 
independence and also learned several key lessons for future operations 
in troubled regions. 

The year-long effort by the United Nations Transition Assistance 
Group, or Untag, was one of the largest and most expensive undertaken 
by the United Nations. It overcame several crises that threatened to 
derail the independence plan for Namibia, which South Africa ruled for 
75 years. 

Applause 

As the UN withdraws from the vast, arid nation, it is receiving 
sustained applause from Namibians and other countries involved. 
Residents hosted farewell parties at UN offices around the new 
country, sometimes slaughtering sheep and oxen for the celebration.^ 

“Untag will forever be remembered by ou r people. 17 said Namibia's 
new Foreign M mister, Theo-Ben 
Gurirab. “There are Namibian 
children named Untag." 

But in contrast to the 
Namibian operation, other 
major UN missions have been 
ineffective or dragged on incon- 
clusiveiy in Lebanon. Cyprus, 

Iran and Iraq, and the disputed j 

Kashmir region of India and 
Pakistan, where troubled still 
flares despite a UN presence dat- 

ing to the 1940s. r 

Even in Namibia, the UN 
e/Tort almost collapsed the day it 
began, Apr 1, 1989. 

Only about 1. 000 of the 7,900 
UN Civilian and military per- 
sonnel were in place, and 
guerrillas of the South-West 
Africa People's Organisation 
crossed from Angola into north- 
ern Namibia in violation of the 
independence plan. That ignited 
three weeks of fighting with the 
South Africa-led security forces 

white the UN peacekeeping for- Pere2 de Cuellar 

ces were largely impotent. 

“The entire mission could have been aborted," said UN spokesman 
Fred Eckhard. “It took us months to scramble out of that hole and 
restore confidence. ” 

Occupation 

Some Namibians saw the UN as a “new army of occupation,'* 
replacing the South Africans. Eckhard said. South Africans and the 
competing factions in Namibia all accused the UN of partiality at 
different stages. Field workers were threatened or intimidated by 
various parties, and one station was bombed, killing a private security 
guard. 

After peace was restored, the UN had to repatriate more than 43.000 
Namibians from 40 countries and supervise an election where most of 
the 1 .3 million people were illiterate and had never voted. 

It also was a new experience for many of the UN personnel, moved 
from desk jobs in New Y ork or Geneva to villages in the African bush. 
Field workers faced a variety of problems, not all of them related to 
Namibia's independence. 

“The local Untagstations became aplace to bring one's problems — 
people even south help for marital disputes," Eckhard said. 

South Africa threatened to cancel the elections only days before they 
were Lo lake place last November, claiming UN radio traffic was 
reporting an infiltration by Swapo guerrillas. South Africa soon 
withdrew its allegations, but suspicions remained. 

Seven political parties, led by Swapo, captured seats in the polls, 
which had a 97 per cent voter turnout and were universally praised as 
free and fair. 

Trained 

“We effectively trained hundreds (of UN personnel) for politically 
delicate field missions and learned quite a lot about how to respond in 
tense situations." the UN spokesman said. 

In future missions, the UN is likely to send more policemen and 
civilians and fewer soldiers when involved in election monitoring, he 
said. 

The original UN contingent included 4,650 soldiers and 500 
policemen. But an additional 1,000 police were sent as it became 
apparent they were best as monitor elections, the spokesman added. 

The UN also look over social services that had been provided by 
Namibia's territorial army, such as health care, teaching school and 
delivering food to remote villages, Eckhard said. 

By the time independence day arrived Mar 21, Namibia’s rival 
political parties had agreed unanimously to a democratic constitution 
and joined in calling for national reconciliation after 23 years of war. 



1594 — Jean Chaste!, pupil of the Jesuits, attempts to assassin- 
ate France's King Henry IV. 

1664 — Peace Treaty of Westminster ends first Anglo-Dutch 
war. 

1794 — French revolutionaries G. J. Danton and Camille 
Desmoulins are executed. 

1826 — Russian ultimatum to Turkey over Serbia and Dan- 
ubian provinces. 

1881 — Britain concludes Treaty of Pretoria with Boers, 
recognizing independence of South African republic of Tran- 
svaal. 

1886 — Abdul Hamid II, sultan ofTurkey, appoints Alexander 
of Bulgaria as governor of Eastern Rumelia. 

1939 — All German children between ages of 10 and 13 are 
ordered to serve in Hitler youth organization. 

2946 — Soviet Union agrees to withdraw troops from Iran on 
promise of reforms in Azerbaijan. 

1951 — Julius and Ethel Rosenberg of New York City are 
sentenced to death as atomic spies for Soviet Union. 

1958 — Fidel Castro begins “total war" against Batista govern- 
ment in Cuba. 

1969 — Four-man British expedition reaches North Pole after 
14-month, 1 ,300-mile (2, 100 km) trek by dog sled. 

1971 — Pakistan airlifts foreigners from East Pakistan as 
fighting rages during a revolt 

1986 — Bomb, blamed on terrorists, kills two and injures 1 55 as 
it rips through crowded West Berlin discotheque popular with 
US soldiers. 

1988 — Arabic-speaking hijackers commandeer Kuwaiti Air- 
ways plane with 1 12 people aboard and force it to land in Iran. 
1989 — Vietnam announces it will withdraw all its troops from 
Cambodian by Sept 30 to encourage political settlement of the 
1 0-year-old conflict 



Oil market 


A good heart with a good brain can easily find that C/»V»aa 1 affftlTC 

is pooroatioa has a rich culture and customs and has ijUluvl 


SIR: Some oil observers have voiced concern about 
how lo secure the necessary financing for expanding 
production capacity so as to meetthe expected increase 
in demand between now and the end ofthe century and 
maintain a margin of flexibility that lends stability to 
world markets. 

The oil exporting countries have on many occasions 
expressed their willingness to produce the quantities 
required for world economic growth. They have 
backed up their statements with concrete plans for 
expanding production capacity and increasing 
exports. These countries have sufficient oil reserves to 
last for many decades. Oapec reserves in 1989 totalled 
600 billion barrels, compared with only 340 billion in 
1980. Moreover, there is a high probability that more 
discoveries will be made, because exploration efforts 
are still in the early stages in most Oapec member 
countries — a fact that is well-known to everyone 
concerned with the oil industry. 

Expanding 

We do not believe that securing the finances for 
expanding the production capacity of exporting coun- 
tries is an insurmountable difficulty, despite the dif- 
ferences in their financial positions. Some are able to 
finance their own projects, while others require outside 
financing. However, so long as the reserv es exist, finan- 
cing should not pose a problem, even if it be from 
foreign sources. Capital always flows to the most 
secure and profitable investments. 

The real obstacle to expanding production capacity 
is uncertainty about how oil demand in the consuming 
countries will fare. Oil markets are still swayed heavily 
by transient factors and long-term consumption 
forecasts are subject to constant revision. The devas- 
tating effect of surplus capacity on economic growth in 
Oapec member countries is still apparent. 

The repeated talk about raising taxes on oil products 
and imposing duties on oil imports in the consuming 
countries only serves to exacerbate the exporting coun- 
tries' dilemma. Another problem relates to the exten- 
sive campaign being launched against oil products in 
the name of environmental protection. The campaign 
portrays oil as the most poDuting energy source, alth- 
ough coal is more harmful and nuclear power is more 
dangerous, as the Chernobyl disaster demonstrated so 
poignantly. We are naturally concerned with protect- 
ing the environment on the local and global levels, 
because it affects ou/ very existence. However, any 
decision taken in the name of environmental protec- 
tion must be based on scientifically proven facts about 
the scale of pollution caused by various sources and the 
costs of reducing it. 

Obstacles 

These obstacles do not create an atmosphere con- 
ducive to sound investment decisions about expanding 
the production capacity of the oil exporting coon tries. 
If true world economic growth is to be achieved, a 
frank, constructive dialogue must be established bet- 
ween producers and consumers, industrial and 
developing countries. Only in this way can the obsta- 
cles be overcome and bridges of mutual understanding 
built, leading to a clearer picture of future world oil 
demand. 

The oQ producing countries have spared no effort in 
fostering understanding with the oD consuming coun- 
tries, as witnessed by the large number of meetings, 
symposiums, and lectures organised by Oapec and 
Opec in conjunction with institutions in the industrial 
countries such as the European Economic Commun- 
ity, with the aim of promoting understanding. 

The invitation to constructive dialogue still stands. 
Are there any takers? 

Dr Usameb Jamah, 
Oapec, dir, of infor. & lib. dept, 
Kuwait 


Biased reporting 

SIR: Like many others it agonises me to hear about any 
unpleasant news of my country. Not long before I read 
in Kuwait Times about “a story of ten million rats in 
Bangladesh.' 7 AT brings from time to time stories of 
“Bangla dashes" and “jungle fighting" in my country. 

There is almost always mentioning in news report of 
our people's decrepit economic condition. I do concede 
that these are all true and truth must be revealed 
always. But l only wonder why one should seek for 
filthy things to reveal almost all the time. Do we only 
have too many rodents to find and too little to crumbs 
to eat? 

A good heart can very easily find everywhere in this 
world a lot many good things to give to its mankind. 
But a bad one can always look for the bad. 

One can very easily discover the poor humble condi- 
tion of my country like many of the Third World 
nations and if one is prudent hewili seek for the cause of 
this condition. One will not hesitate to mention while 
talking about my country's misery that 200 years of 
colonial rule by the British and 24 years of discrimina- 
tion by Pakistan have caused the major havoc on this 
nation's economy and subsequently made the country 
infested with too many rodents. 

Reports of clashes especially among students are 
true. But our students are as progressive as any 
progressive student community anywhere in the world. 
They were at the forefront in our struggle for freedom 
and still remain the vanguard in the progressive 
movements of the nation. 


this poor nation has a rich culture and customs and has 
a rich literature and has many renowned writers, poets, 
artists and professionals to boast of. 

We stand all as one in time of our disaster hand in 
band; we endeavour with all our efforts to buikl a 
happy future. 

One should not be vindictive nor should he be biased 
in Iris word and work. So many people in this world are 
suffering and so many people are sad. So let’s make tins 
world a happy place to live by our deeds. 

Hanm, 

SafaL 

IAC official 

SIR: Absurdity has been defined as a statement of 
opinion manifestly inconsistent with one's own belief. . 
Somehow, l was reminded of this definition. when I 
read the letter from the so-called IAC weD -wisher in 
your newspaper dated March 25,Tt. is hard to believe 
that this writer really believes in bis own stated opin- 
ions! 

His statement about the key official of the India 
Festival not being a member or the Indian Arts Cinders 
not a big revelation. This official never pretended to be 
a member oflAC. Anyone with average common sense 
could make out that this key official was only comper- 
ing the programme that day with a lady compere. 

I am relieved chat the writer did not complain that 
the artiste who danced that day is not a member oflAC. 

I wish to compliment the key official and many other 
for spending their valuable time for India Festival, 
along with the IAC members. It is this spirit of co- 
operation and understanding which brings a bout unity 
among Indians. 

The purpose of the so-caOed well-wisher seems to be 
a rift in the IAC. Please, Mr W.W„ give more credit to 
IAC members. The correct word the witter shond have 
used instead of ‘inner dick', is executive committee. 

My enquiries reveal that the executive committee of 
IAC duly met and authorised the vice-president to take 
all necessary steps for conducting the festival. The 
March 7 function was held under his authority and 
with his clearance and as such it was strictly in order. I 
understand that there is no rule that a general body 
meeting should be held for conducting every function. 

The ignorance of Mr W.W. about the rules and a 
careful reading of the last but one para of his letter 
proves that the writer is not a member of IAC. 
Moreover, if he really was a member of the IAC, he 
could have easily taken up his complaint directly to the 
executive committee rather than resorting to a letter in 
the newspaper. 

1 challenge this IAC well- wisher to publish his name 
and IAC membership number, if hts intentions are 
honourable. 

The writer should realise that IAC has to take up 
M.M. (money malting) activities to pay back MJB. 
(money borrowed). When IAC was borrowing 
thousands of dinars to build the current premises, 
where were you, M r Well-Wisher? 

An IAC member, 
(Name amUddiess supplied). 

Money-making 

SIR: The LAC and Indian schools are aptly called 
money-making institutions and both are run almost by 
the same people. Both are started with Indians’ money 
or financed by Indian organisations but accountable to 
few selected VIPs, who are screened and selected by the 

is that both are run 

have a history of malting organisations . 

Those new schools running of single shift show 
profit, while Indian schools with double shift and with 
old rents are always in dedt. 

Once I beard a director saying, it’s too difficult to run 
the school with its limited income. What land of 
comfort do you give to students for the fees you take 
from the parents? 

Look at the KG building, Salmiya, which is 
dilapidated and one more floor is bang added. Chil- 
dren have difficulty when it rains. Any other school in 
Kuwait offer better facilities than Indian schools, 
which always claim that they are moving to their own 
building but never move. 

For parents with more than 2 or 3 children, it’s 
naturally difficult to pay full fees especially, at the 

S ent cost of living. Has the generous chairman — at 
t* that is what he and his supporters daim — ever 
thought of such poor people? I don't thi n k, by doing 
this he will make this too “bankrupt"! 

Where are all those revenues of IAC, throughout 
these years? Is it true that it will be demolished soon, 
and still it's in somebody dse’s name and Bharat Mela 
is yet another trick to make more money before demoli- 
tion. 

Both these institutions should be brought under the 
Indian embassy soon, because both are too much 
corrupt. That way these two win be able to offer 
maximum benefits to all Indians alike and not to a 
selected few. 

An Indian, 

(Name and address supplied). 


SIR: I avail this opportunity to voice my concern over 
the mysterious affairs prevailing over Internationa} 
School of Pakistan and earnestly hope that you will 
accommodate my viewpoint 

Today is Sunday, Apr 1st 1990. 9th Class has just 
been promoted to lOih. The first class of physics is in 
pr ogress when the principal enters and disrupts the 
class’s attention. Heexplains Pakistan: J udicial System 
of Lower, High and Supreme courts. By doing so he is 
trying to brain-wash the young minds by advocating 
that the Supreme Court is still open for affiliation, 
appeal, therefore ‘sit-tight’ and persu ad e your parents 
not to transfer you to other schools. He even threatens 
that those obtaining transfer certificates, dwll not be 
accommodated later on. 

Later that day, all the teachers who came to the same 
dassusedaO their skills to brain-wash thechfldrenand 
advised them to stay, even at the expense of ruining 
their careers by appauing as external candidates. The 
next day, the brain washing techniques didn't Teznaai 
confined to Senior Classes, but the whole school was' 
briefed about Pakistani Judkaal System in therooraing 
assembly sermon. 

Apparently the principal is trying to hah the exodus 
of students from me school but sadly, without taking 
any tangible and meaningful steps. His misleading and 
erraneous interpretations may shake the young minds 
into an emotional frenzy, buz not to the parents, who 
have just witnessed a disastrous event oflate Matric 
Class. 

I would like to advise him to refrain from rhetoric 
and false pretensions and act positively, if at aO, con- 
cerned with the welfare of our children. Now he cannot 
fool parents even on April I. . 

Akhter J.Shah, 
SafaL 

Doubts about leaders 

SIR: The belated announcement on the set-up of the 
Goan Welfare Society which appeared in die Arab 
Tones is most welcome. Indeed, it has taken a lot of 
patience, stamina and determination to realise the 
formation of this society for the common benefit of the 
Goans in Kuwait. 

Whereas our hearts go all out In support of the 
society and its aims, however our minds have doubts 
whether those we have entrusted with the functions of 
this society will go about handling its affairs in tbebest 
interest of the Goans. 

We are saying this from a point of recent develop- 
ment. When in good faith, the Goan Community • 
Committee for Air-India flights, customs and cargo 
matters, tent its support to the society to create a , 
separate GWS cdl to tackle the relevant issues and 
when the first meeting took place with Air-India 
officials in Kuwait on April 2, the president of tire GWS 
Joe Correa failed to convey the information of this first 
to the head of the Goan Community Commit- 
tee from a point of personal ego. This in itself is a sad 
experience and poor reflection on the performance of 
the head of the managing conxmictee who has to func- 
tion withoutprejudiaaEorbiasnitliebestinterestofthe 
GWS. Any other issues not related to tire matter of 
airirnc/ customs/cargo have to be tackled separately in 
an in-house manner. 

Tins episode is reluctantly brought to the attention 
of the GWS members at the very beginning to inform 
them so as to avoid such an uxadmtbanpemng again in 
any other area of GWS operations ana functions. We 
cannot allow Joe Correa to make his own rules wlticb 
the society does not accept. 

It is on record that the Goan Community Committee 
was set up as early as 1 979 and throughout its JOyears 
of existence it has with the support of Kuwait Goans 


taken up issues with 
Goa customs and got tire cargo warehouse facility and 
has excellent dialectic with Air-India Kuwait office as 


wdl as other government institutions in India. 

For our skfe we shall give every possible help to the 
GWS. 

Vincent de Souza, 
(Founder member — GWS), 
Kuwait 

Bury differences . 

SIR: Through your newspaper" What’s On" column, I 
gaewknow that are gorn^o 

to thank Mohammed of the organisa- 

tion, Mohammed Farihuddin convenor. Naseeruddin 
joint convenor, Dr Nude, sports convenor, and all 
others who are trying to mike this event a sucres. 

I request all Hyderabadis to put aside their differen- 
ces and get together to make tins event a success. 


- SafaL 

ALL Letters to tbe Editor must contain the 
writer’s name and address- Pubfication is .at 
tbe discretion of tbe Editor add letters are 
subject to tbe editing process for space or 
other reasons. 


DAR ES SALAAM. (Rraiw):. Winds ot 
change have giisted down ftoiti Easterajrafo^re 
to stir an unprecedented political debatetn 

socialist Tanzania. - . ■ . . • ^ 

Tbe ruling Chama Cha Mapmdnzte(GGM) 
party is discussing, publicly and for the fust 
time, the possibility of a mulu-party system, - 
A party symposium in late Marcn.'Oa= tbc 
lessons to be drawn from the popular revtitire 
Eastern Europe heard frank critKtisittand sug- 
gestions for change. -■ .... 

Consensus .-sg'gyz 

The broad consensus was that Tanzania’s 
home-grown brand of socialism nesdriot go the 


nil*) I #;l ilk'll I HIM* 


stays in touch with the people, said party 
ideology secretary Kingunge Ngombaie 

Mwiru. - ■ ~ 

“It's important to draw certam fessons, Jhe 

told Reuters. ' • 

“When you carry but a" revolution- m the 
name of the working people and then after 4Q 




you, you roust ask a lot of questions. ? • a 

“The one-party system has a lot of weaknes- 
ses, .because there are nochallenges,” he said. : ; 

One way of providing a challenge would be lo- 
allow single issue pressure groups such" as: 
youth, trade union and women’s movements, 
Ngombaie Mwiru said. - : - 

But political opposition parties cooklnqt be, 
ruled out: . - •• 

“This debate wiU continue and if that is What 
people want, then there will have to bestepsOy 
allow other parties,” the party kleolo^ cfaief 
said. ' 

The debate in the CCM began not asattsttfc. 
of popular clamour, street protests or strikes,’ 
but at the bidding of party cbairmanJuTras.; 
Nyerere. ■ T • '■*■1-$$ 

-. Nyerere led Tanzania to mdepeadenccTrom 
Britain in 1961 and developed 
ideology of socialism and ^Frdian^b^.ht; 
stepped down as president in 1985. \ 
Changes -/ ■ 

“Tanzanians should not- . .believe that done- . 
party state is God’s wish,’^ Nyerwe,^aidlaa: 
month in a speech which opened tire debate on 
political changes. ' ‘ I 

.“It is now possible to havealtenmtiveparass 
if only to overcome problems related to com^ 
placency in asmgle-paitysystem,‘ Hr bead<ted,^ 

. Diplomatic sources said Nyertte.Srtb has 


iTiriTUi iTi'i f iTI;Tvv*7iT*l iTT; >1 i i J j t » f j I F JT-j v ^ - ;» i V ■ , 


tire market-oriented polides of ms successor 


Europe, he’s scared Of seqhg his tife’s work 
swept a wy,’\said.onesoante. ; - .V. V 


system. ... 

other) African couirtries^WhSfai Madras sa 
Imvbndlfiitigtok^&^EaaEdrope. 
' President Daniel Arap Moiin n 
Kenyasaid bltmtlylast mooththat 
yet ready for multi-party politics 


i_i i « • r i Mn i i; i a 1 1 < M « 1 1 


was being, orchestrated for 


up power. . 

■ ‘They are allowing this debate .baf 
not really going to take tbe Ed off” be 
“We don’t need a multi-part 
very bourgeois,” said Aikaiel K 
sor of development studies at JDar ES;, 
University who attended tbeGCM symposium^ 
“Opposition parties would just be run by 
foreigners wanting to interfere,” he addedr K $ 
■ • Force . • \ 

Diplomats say the Tanzanian govcnimcni 




Most of those jailed for political re^sbtes aip 
connected with separatist rumblings oiftiKL 


autonomous islandof Zanzibar. 

Bui there is a tendency to aUow criticismand 
then not act on it, one diplomat said: ' TsTT'-V 
The authorities also keep an effective tid on 


Chinese- style cell system* which has alctfdcrld 
monitor every 1 0 households. ? : . iy. •£- 

Nevertheless, the party does not have 


onuc front v .■■■; . v --'w-.v 

Once the darting of Western donc& who 
admired. Nyerere’s plucky, idealism' and 
hu manitar ian style of government, Tahranilf 
gave its people better health and edocation ni 
the 1970s but sent the economy to sleept ./V 


what he called “a pound oT flesh” frpmN&ra 
International Monetary. Fund and -hrigan in' 
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‘Israel takes Iraqi threat seriously, but no action likely now 


SS U I?^- JERUSALEM « A Pri> 4 

s ^ sssas ; 

arf“n^ e ,n™, Mi <id1e Hast tensions 

faunch ? ~ p ! al *“ Point to 
June !<3»j P p 1 Uve strikc •»* the 

n™fJrp,'e„T ° n '^' S «»* 

thmU U I! nk ^ m f SSa ® e here i* cool 
wings down, don't get into unncces- 

*ZJ** bawa and a misreading of 


intentions, - ' said Dorc Gold, a Middle 
East analyst at Tel Aviv University's 

Jaffire Center for Sutegic Studies. 

Officials. here have issued 
slatemctils stressing Israel had “no 
aggressive intentions" and noting a 
pre-emptive strike would not be risk, 
free as il was in J 9$ I fast use Iraq now- 
had the ability to retaliate with missiles 
and warplanes that could reach Israel. 

Abo. while there is concern about 
Iraq's nuclear programme, it does not 
seem lo be on the verge of producing 
an atomic weapon as Israel claimed in 

mi. 

Jaffee center expert Joe Alpher said 
I raq's nuclear development was five to 
10 years away while space agency head 


Yuval Ncemun estimated three to five 
years. 

Israel's reaction, for now, appeared 
confined to a strong showing of its 
technological superiority — the 
launch of the Oiek-2 satellite, which 
required a powerful missile and soph- 
isticated electronic capabilities. 

Analysts here believe Iraq is also 
unlikely lo initiate a military action at 
this point because it would invite a 
massive Israeli retaliation. 

"I don't think (he Iraqi motivation 
for this verbal escalation is a desire to 
fight with Israel at (his point," said 
Alpher. 

“It seems to us that the Iraqis are 
more concerned with the international 


situation in Iraq," he added, suggest- 
ing the sharpness of Hussein's threat to 
"make fire eat half of Israel” may have 
been an attempt to divert attention 
from social unrest at home. 

Writing in the liberal Haaretz news- 
paper, military commentator Zeev 
ShifT said Hussein's tough words may 
have been ill temper over the arrest of 
his agents in Britain while trying to 
smuggle electronic triggers that could 
be used for atomic weapons. 

Gold said the Iraqi leader's remarks 
should shift the locus of concern away 
from the Palestinian uprising to the 
overall Arab-1 sraeli conflict. 

“Saddam H ussei n has thrust the lar- 


ger Arab-Israd: conflict back onto the 
world agenda after the intifada (Pales- 
tinian uprising) seemed to put it into 
eclipse." he said. 

"It will require reassessment by both 
the United States and Israel of how to 
cope with the security challenge posed 
by Iraq." he added. 

Right-wing politicians like Foreign 
Minister Moshe Arens picked up on 
the theme, saying it was dear the real 
obstacle to peace” was Arab radicalism 
and not Israeli settlement building in 
Jerusalem and the West Back which 
has been the target of US criticism. 

"Where is the obstacle to peace in 
the Middle East?" Arens asked a 
mayor's conference. "Is it in 


Jerusalem? ... or is it in Baghdad when 
Saddam Hussein says he has the 
chemical weaponry lo wipe half of 
Israel off the earth?” 

Although the threat of military con- 
flict seemed distant, a variety of 
officials stressed that Israel should 
step up its preparedness. 

Iraq's boast of state-of-the-art 
chemical weapons. followed 
immediately by Israels launch of a 
satellite, has revealed the frightening 
new face of the Middle East arms race. 

More than four decades of war 
decided by lightning air strikes and 
epic tank battles could now become 
devastating struggles of missiles, 
chemical weapons and n uclear bom bs. 


Geagea aligns 
with Hirawi 


Taif peace pact accepted 


fc BEIRUT. April 4, (Reuter): 
Lebanese warlord Samir Geagea 
gave his allegiance to Lhe coun- 
try’s Syrian -backed president 
yesterday in a bid for support in 
his war for the Christian enclave. 

Geagea, whose Lebanese For- 
ces (LF) militia has been fighting 
forces loyal to Genera! Michel 
Aoun for two months, implicitly 
accepted an Arab- sponsored 
peace pact to end Lebanon's 
almost 1 5 years of civil war. 

“The solution in Lebanon is by 
recognising President Elias Hir- 
awi as president of the republic 
and considering the Taif 
agreement an introduction to 
that settlement,” Geagea said in 
M an interview with the communist 
Voice of the People radio. 

The inter-Christian war, in 
which nearly 900 people have 
been killed, broke out al the end 
of January when Aoun ordered 
the LF to disband and demanded 
that Geagea reject the Taif pact. 

Aoun. who refuses to recogn- 
ise Hirawi, opposes the Taif 
accord signed by Lebanese 
deputies in October because it 
makes no provision for total 
withdrawal of Syrian troops in 
Lebanon.' 

.Analysts and Christian 
politicians said 'Geagea 's ' 
remarks, were an.i^kciUapppgJ 
to Hirawi lo back hmi gainst,. 
Aoun, whose troops be stands 
little chance of defeating alone. 

"Geagea wants lo avoid a new 
military showdown which could 
drain his military might. He 
q|wants Hirawi to intervene while 

V-* . K* 


his men still control two- thirds of 
the Christian enclave,” said one 
Christian politician. 

"He knows that a war of attri- 
tion is not in his favour because 
he has 300 men as a striking force 
while Aoun still has 1 ,000,” said 
the politician. 

Hirawi has previously turned 
down an indirect plea for help 
from Geagea because be failed to 
recognise his authority and 
accept the Taif agreement.' There 
was no immediate reaction from 
Hirawi to Geagea *s statement 
yesterday. 

Geagea, once an ally of Aoun, 
ordered media under his control 
to identify Hirawi as president. 
Aoun has banned newspapers 
and radio from referring to Hir- 
awi as president 

A sharp fall in lhe value of their 
currency added to the woes of 
shell-shocked Lebanese as 
mediators failed to stop rival 
Christian armies from preparing 
for a decisive battle. 

The Central Bank said yester- 
day the Lebanese pound dosed 
at 585.00 to the US dollar. 10 
pounds down from Monday's 
dose. 

Economic experts said the 
decline in the value of the pound 
reflected growing fears among 
the Lebanese who rushed to buy 
dollars as troops of General 
Michel Aoun and rival 
militiamen of the Lebanese For- 
ces (LF) prepared for more fight- 
ing. 

They said the destruction of 

MIDEAST BRIEFS 


Industries, factories, and banks 
in east Beirut and massive 
damage lo the main power sta- 
tions, waier pumps and fuel 
tanks have crippled the country's 
already ailing economy. 

Hirawi has asked UN peacek- 
eepers to expel foreigners living 
illegally in the Israeli-controlled 
sector of south Lebanon, it was 
reported yesterday. 

The slate-run national news 
agency said the director of the 
Foreign Ministry's International 
Affairs Department, Ahmed 
Ibrahim, made the request Mon- 
day to a delegation from the 
command of the United Nations 
inlerim Force in Lebanon. 

The dispatch said a two-man 
delegation for UnifA's command 
visited Ibrahim al his office in 
Muslim west Beirut Monday. 

Arab mediators charged with 
ending Lebanon's 15-year-old 
civil war will meet tomorrow in 
Rabat to discuss the latest east 
Beirut fighting and aid for Hir- 
awi, an Algerian official said. 

In Beirut, an underground 
group threatened to attack 
French targets unless the 
remains of an Arab who assassin- 
ated a French revolutionary hero 
1 189 years ago are returned to the 
Arabs, newspapers reported 
Tuesday. . . 

Al Halabi slabbed and killed 
Gen. Jean Baptiste Kleber, a 
hero of the French revolution, as 
the general stood on a balcony in 
Cairo, Egypt on June 14, 1 800. 
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Demand to put off polls: Seven Algerian opposi- 
tion- parties met President Chadti Benjedid yesterday to 
demand more time to prepare for the country's first free 
elections in June. . „ _ 

One or the participants. Social Democratic Party (PSD) 
President Abderrahmanc Adjrid, told Reuters Chadh 
would respond in two to three days. (Reuter) 

Arafat to visit Sri Lanka: The PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat is expected to visit Sri Lanka in May. sources 

Sa T)K»! ™ said, Arafat has accepted invitation 
extended by Mohametl Hanifla Mohamed, the- ’tnkan 

Parliament Speaker, to visit Sri Lanka. . ... 

Mohamcd met the PLO leader when both were m India 
on separate official lours recently- (K.una) 

Soviet Jews pouring in: More than 7.000 Sow* 

Jews poured intoisrael during the month ot March ana 
even more appear to be amvingineariy April, according to 
figures compiled by a Washington-based organisation. 

Although the Hungarian airline Malev temporarily 
halted charter flights 10 Israel in late March, causing the 

emigrated last month, the national conference on Soviet 
SSJSy. based here, said in its latest statistical report. 

(Kuna) , , , 

Chadian rebels claim losses: Chadian rebels 

claimed they inflicted heavy losses on government troops 
in recent battles along the country s eastern border with 

Sl The rebels issued a statement saying lhqrhad killed 
“several hundred'' troops and taken about 1 .000 pmoiKis 
in attacks on garrisons at Tine^Inba and Bahai. (AP) 

rpi protests arrest in Sudan: The director of 

die International Press Institute has written to Sudan s 
head of state to protest the arrest ora part-time reporter for 
Reuters and the British Broadcasting Corp. 
T^o^nialist. Alfred Taban, 15 still under arrest in 

K ^Ve WMidw your authorities' action a violation of 
■ „ JSS, rfceanised standards of press freedom. 

to Lieulenanl 

ES •£ £*% ■«* 1 

(Reuter) 


Go to Alaska, Jews told 


NICOSIA, April 4, (Renter): Libyan leader M« — 
mar Khaddafi said yesterday Jewish rnugra al s could 
go to Alaska If they wished bnt not to Israel, 

“Solving the problem of Jews ties in their remaining 
m their present countries and bo state can be estabfi- 
sbed on a religions bash,” be said in a message to an 
Inrer-ParBamentaiy Union (IPU) conference in 
Nicosia. . „ a , 

“Otherwise, we propose and alternative homeland 
Tor them in the Baltic republics, Alaska, Alsace- 
Lorraine or 00 the Volga river. These are Jewish areas, 
not Palestine," be s>M in the message. 

“By what right are Jews emigrating from their 
countries to Pa (estioe? If lhe Jews are being persecuted 
in their countries this does not gbe them the right u* 
persecute other people, namely the Palestinians," he 
said. 

About half-a-mlBon Soviet Jews are expected to 

move to Israel over the next few years. Arab states fear 

they wSD be settled in the IsradS-occapfed West Bank 
aod Gaza Strip to the detriment of Palestinian 
residents. 


Swap Mirages for choppers: Lebanon’s 

Syrian-backed government has offered France nine 
veteran fighter planes in return for new helicopter gun- 
ships. official sources said yesterday. 

They told reporters the French-made Mirage fighters 
were delivered in the early 1960s end had been grounded 
for several years because they need extensive repaint. 
(Reuter) 

* • • 

Syria questions America: The newspaper or the 

ruling Baatfa Party have questioned the American commit- 
mem to peace in the Middle East. 

The front-page editorial in the daily Al-Baath said that 
the United States, in confirming the right of Soviet Jewish 
immigrants to settle in East Jerusalem, combined with its 
political military and economy aid, indicated the US was 
working in collusion with jsrael. 

Anti- Arab sign triggers protest: The owner of 

an inner-city supermarket who hun{g out a sign promising 
his customers no Arabs would work in the store was under 
investigation by Chicago citv officials yesterday. 

Mayor Richard Daley called the affair a “disgrace' 1 and 
said the city's human relations commission would inves- 
tigate. 

The grocery store is located in a neighbourhood where 
animosity has broken out before between Arab and Asian 
shopkeepers and local residents, most of whom are black. 
(Reuter) 



Crowds march through Baghdad streets yesterday in support ot the country ‘s defiant stand against Israel, Britain a nd the United States Iraq said 
at the UN conference on disarmament in Geneva yesterday that US and UK had embar ked on a smear campaign against it to lay the grounds lor a 

military attack. (Reuter wirephoio) 


Austrians 
in docks 
for arms 
scandal 


LINZ.- Austria, April -4, (AP>: 
Eighteen defendants go on trial 
today for their part in illegalship^ 
merits of howitzers to Iran, in 
postwar Austria's biggest 
weapons scandal. 

The political dimensions of the 
case dwarf previous scandals 
because of charges that Austrian 
weapons were used in the Gulf 
war and because poliiidans may 
have endorsed the illicit deal. 

Peter Oetil, an official aL the 
provincial court, said yesterday 
that with 200,000 pages of 
evidence and other court records 
the trial, expected lo last eight 
months, is also the biggest ever in 
Austria. 

While the indictment does not 
say so, more than half a dozen 
top politicians were alleged to be 
involved in the scandal 

Under Austrian law. the 
export of war material into 
“crisis regions" constitutes the 
criminal offense of endangering 
the country’s neutrality. 

According lo the indictment, 
all defendants committed "an 
absolutely political offense." If 
convicted, they face prison terms 
ranging between six months and 
five years. 

The defendants are either 
managers or senior employees of 
the nationalised Voest-AIpine 
Iron and Steel Enterprise, 
Noricum, its wea pons-produc- 
ing plant, and Hirtenberger, an 
old-established ammunitions 
producer in which Voest has a 
majority inieresL 

The main defendants are Peter 
Unterweger, the director of 
Noricum, and Voest-Alpine 
board members Gerald Wicber, 
Alfred Koch, Claus Reidl and 
Peter Strahammer. 

The indictment lists 140-gun 
howitzers, type GHN-45, caliber 
1 55mm. plus relating barrels and 
grenades that were delivered to 
Iran in eight installments in 1985 
and 1986. 

The first shipments were made 
with a license for Libya. 

A separate court case is pend- ‘ 
ing because of suspicion that in 
the years 1981-83 100 howitzers 
were exported to Iraq. 


No change in plight of hostages 

Iran accepts UN plan 


NICOSIA, April 4, (Agencies): Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayali said today Tehran has 
accepted a United Nations proposal to revive 
deadlocked peace talks with Iraq, Tehran Radio 
reported. 

But Velayali added that points of the plan must be 
clarified before the two countries can hold direct 
talks. 

Velayati said Iran’s decision to accept a proposal 
by UN Secretary-Ganeral Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
urging the two countries to sit dwn for two months 
of direct talks aimed at reaching a permanent peace 
settlement, had been communicated to the US. 

The radio, quoted Velayati as saying that Perez de 
Cuellar would have to clarify how the points of US 
resolution 598, which both countries accepted 
previous to the August 1 988 ceasefire in their eight 
year conflict, would be followed. 

“Will he complete one point and only then go to 
the other poiat?" Velayali asked. 

The Iranians demand that Iraqi forces have to 
withdraw from Iranian territory seized in the closing 
weeks of the war before any oLher points can be 
discussed. 

Iraq still occupies about 385 square miles (1,000 
square kilometres) of Iranian territory. 

“In the event one side creates problems, will he 
carey out the role the US Security Council has 
designated for him, meaning will he set a lime limit 
for die talks?’’ Velayati asked. 

Velayati added that for progress, determining a 
time frame is a must. The secretary-general has 


taken the (irststep in the new plan, but it is necessary 
to take other steps to clarify his stance on the time 
frame.” 

Peace talks which began five days after the Aug. 
20. 1988 ceasefire, havebeen stalled, mainly over the 
question of priorities. 

Meanwhile demands by kidnappers of Western 
hostages in Lebanon should be met before any 
release of the captives, an influential Iranian mem- 
ber of parliament said. 

“They (kidnappers) have certain conditions 
which nave to be met before the hostages can be 
released," said Ahmad Azizi, leading the Iranian 
delegation to an Inter-Parliamentary Union meet- 
ing in Cyprus. 

He told Reuters prospects for the 17 Western 
hostages in Lebanon, including eight Americans, 
had not improved despite a call in March by the pro- 
government Tehran Times for their unconditional 
release. 

Iranian President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
said in March the issue was moving towards a 
solution and a Foreign Ministry official said the 
captives could be freed by the end of this year. 

“I see no change in the situation. It remains the 
same as before,” Azizi said. 

He repeated Iran's position that Tehran was 
willing to help release the hostages on condition that 
Western countries helped to determine the fate of 
1 Let 


three Iranians and a 
Lebanon in 1982. 


:banese driver missing in 


Afghan rebels deny 
role in drugs trade 

ISLAMABAD April 4 (UPI): The head of the Afghan resistance’s 
govemmeni-in-exile denied to a senior US official yesterday that rebel 
commanders engaged in drug trafficking in Afghanistan, a rebel 
statement said. 

The assertion by Sibghatulla Mojaddidi at a meeting with Melvyn 
Levitsky, US assistant secretary of slate for international narcotics 
mailers, came as customs officials reported the seizure of 836 pounds of 
heroin near Lhe Afgan border. It was one of the biggest such hauls in 
Pakistan this year. 

Levitsky, on a five-nation Asian tour seeing ways Lo stem the heroin 
trade, said Monday that the United Stales has warned the resistance is 
“cannot accept a situation" in which it is providing aid to the rebels 
while they are encouraging drug production and drug trafficking. 

Mojaddidi, president o( the Afghan Interim Government, which was 
set up last year as a govemraent-in-exile, denied in his meeting with 
Levitsky that the resistance was involved in Lhe drug trade, an AIG 
statement said. 

“ Rejecting categorically the allegations that Afghan mujahedeen are 
indulgingin narcotics cultivation and trafficking, the president made it 
clear that Islam prohibited the cultivation and use of drugs and defined 
it as a great sin,” the statement said. 

• Supporters of rival Afghan resistance groups fought daylong gun- 
battles in a refugee camp in Pakistan yesterday, leaving four people 
dead and one wounded, police said. 

They said the trouble erupted early in morning between refugees 
supporting the Hezbcislami rebel group of the Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
and those backing the rval Jamiaiislami Party in the Barakai camp 
about 80 miles ( 1 30 km ) northeast of the border city of Peshawar. 


Palestinian 
state in 
five years 

DAM MAN, April 4, (Renter); An 
adviser lo Palestine Liberation 
Organisation leader Yasser 
Arafat said in an interview publi- 
shed today be expected a Palestin- 
ian state within five years. 

“We will fight even if the strug- 
gle takes ten years... tboegh my 
expectations ate that a Pales tinian 
state will be established within five 
years,” Dr Nabfl Sha’atb l old Al- 
Yon newspaper. 

Asked whether the Palestinian 
problem was beading towards a 
settlement, Sha’ath said: “The 
growing strength of the Arabs 
indicates that one day they will be 
able to face Israel. 

“To achieve peace the Arab 
nation should be ready to face 
Israel. Had this been the case now, 
I would have unhesitatingly said 

we are in the Goal phases (of a 

settknentr 

Sha’atb said giving Soviet Jews 
the right to emigrate (0 Israel 
Should be coupled with Palestin- 
ians enjoying equal rights to go to 
Palestine.” 
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ArabLeague official says US Congress campaign of intimidation aims to buy time for Jewish influx 

this dialogue lo Eastern European with lhe aim 'of gathering support for a la testimony before lhe Senate com- 

new resoluuon at next year s general 
assembly 


UNITED NATIONS, April4,(Agen 
ciesV An Arab League official y«lw- 
- d the United Stales Con- 
a deliberate campaign of 


day char] 
wit 


mess with a deliberate campaign 01 


this dialogue 10 Eastern European 
countries as well as the Soviet Union. 

Maksoud called a news conference to 
comment on lhe latest attack in the US 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 


■j. 

“In this contrived debate that is 
Senate Foreign Relations uomnuuee being initiated in the Senate Foreign 
Friday on a 1975 General Assembly Relations Committee, Senators are try- 

resolution which equates Zionism with ing to outbid each other on who can 
a form of racism. describe the resolution in the most 

The issue has moved to the front negative terms, 
burner again last December when US 
Vice President Dan Quaylc fomially 


■v ~'4 


inumiaauuii -- - . 

Arab peace effort and buying more 
time for&Jviet-Jewish settlements tn 

ent observer Clovis ’ Presmeni uan .«v» uu « 

however the Arab states would noi rest mitle d the Bush administration to flowing under the cloak of human 

idle before this new challenge. mealing the resolution. „ rights, while at the same time derailing 

He said the Arab slates had already re ^ a g said m a UN speech the US peace efforts through attacks on the 

begun talks with Western European ^ negotiations immediately Zionism-racism resolution. 


the most 

besaid. 

The strategy is to keep massive 
Soviet-Jewish emigration to Palestine 

n j.. I «L a -.1 1. L... 


In testimony before the Senate com- 
mittee last Friday, US assistant 
secretary of stale John Bolton said 
there had been substantive evidence of 
shifts of opinion among countries that 
had voted for the resolution 15 years 
ago. 

He cited Mexico, Hungary, Cze- 
choslovakia and Poland. 

Meanwhile in Amman. King Hus- 
sein of Jordan yesterday said Lhe US 
Senate’s vote recogising Jerusalem as 
the undivided capital of Israel was har- 
mf id to peace efforts in the M iddle East. 

In a statement to the Jordanian News 


Agency (Petra) he said the content and 
timing of the decision was a surprise 
and contradicts the US stand toward 
the Middle East it was maintaining 
since 1967. 

• Israel, rebutting US criticism, 
denied yesterday it was racing to erect 
new Jewish settlements on occupied 
Arab lands. 

“We are not rushing now to build 
new settlements. We are not going Lo 
exploit the situation." Yossi Ahimeir, 
chief of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s staff, told Reuters. 

• A prominent US Jewish group said 


yesterday that a meeting this week bet- 
ween Pope John Paul and PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat threatened to create a 
new rift in fragile Jewish-Catholic rela- 
tions. 

The pope’s meeting with Arafat 
"raises the most profound concerns 
within the Jewish community world- 
wide and constitutes a serious setback 
to the cause of mutual understanding," 
said Seymour Reich, chairman of the 
International Jewish Committee on 
Inter-religious Consultations (1JCIC), 
in a letter to the Vatican. 


“Eventually Iraq is going to have 
nuclear weapons. Eventually Egypt is 
going to have nuclear weapons," said 
Gerald Steinberg, a missile specialist at 
Bar- 1 lan University in Tel Aviv. 

Yitzhak Rabin, defence minister 
until last month, has warned Arab 
countries that Israel would retaliate 
1,000-fold for any attack — raising 
images of devastation not seen in any 
of the Israeli-Arab wars. 

Although the military strength of 
Israel and the economic weakness of 
Arab states has created an impression 
of relative calm, the race for arms to be 
used in some future conflict is 
unabated. 


Peres’ bid 
to form 
cabinet 
stalled 

OCCL'PI ED Jerusalem. April 4, 
(Agencies): Israeli Labour Party 
leader Shimon Peres edged closer 
lo the deadline for forming a 
government but although he for- 
malised existing support he 
remained deadlocked with his 
rival. Premier Yitzhak Shamir. 

Each have Lhe nominal sup- 
port of 60 members in the 120- 
seai Parliament in theirefforts to 
replace the government shat- 
tered by a vote of do confidence 
last month. 

After signing a deal yesterday 
with the religious Agudai Israel 
Party. Peres said he was con- 
fident he could also win over the 
one extra supporter be seeks. 

"We have established a basis 
to form rather soon a govern- 
ment," he told reporters. 

Rumour 

Peres’ attempts to forge a new 
government and Shamir's efforts 
to block him were played out 
against a backdrop of rumour, 
confusion and unconcealed dis- 
trust. 

Israel television quoted a 
Labour source as saying Peres 
would present his government 
before the 21 days granted by 
President Chaim Herzog expire 
on Monday, but a party official 
told Reuters no new ally had so 
far pledged support. 

Throughout yesterday, radio 
commentators said maverick 
Economics Minister Yitzhak 
Modai was ready to cross the 
floor, but a statement by Modai 
later dismissed the reports. 

The denial came after anxious 
Likud officials agreed to his 
requests for guaranteed 
parliamentary seats and cabinet 
portfolios as the price of contin- 
ued support for Shamir. 

Distrust 

In an open display of distrust, 
Modai also demanded a $10 
million bond to ensure the prime 
minister kept his word. 

"A bank guarantee does not 
hurt anybody's honour, 
especially those who are known 
for not honouring their commit- 
ments. Whoever intends to fulfil 
his obligations shouldn’t care if 
the bond is for 100 billion — he 
intends to keep his word so 
nobody will redeem the bond 
anyway,” he Lold the television. 

A report from the domestic 
Israeli news agency I lira, sum- 
med up the atmosphere of uncer- 
tainty. 

It quoted Labour negotiator 
Moshe Shahal as saying: “The 
Labour Party will convene a 
special parliamentary sitting on 
Thursday." to name a press 
government. 

A correction followed soon 
after, instructing editors lo add ' 
two words omitted from the 
quote. 

"Please add at the beginning of 
the sentence the words, “I hope,” 
it said. 

Backing 

Peres guaranteed permanent 
Jewish settlement in lhe occupied 
territories yesterday to secure the 
backing of a religious party for 
his bid to become prime minister. 

Agudai member Menachem 
Porush said Peres had assured 
him that be also had secured the 
one extra vote in Parliament 
needed to form a Labour govern- 
ment. 

Porush said be did not know 
which of the 60 parliamentarians 
now aligned with Shamir plan- 
ned to defect to Peres. 

Peres has pledged to 
immediately start I sraeli -Pales- 
tinian talks. He withdrew 
Labour from Shamir's coalition 
government last month because 
the prime minister refused to 
enter the US proposed negotia- 
tions in Cairo. Peres then direc- 
ted Shamir's defeat in a no-con- 
fidence vote in Parliament. 

Offer 

To ensure lhe continued hack- 
ing of AgudaL Israel, Peres 


offered two portfolios in his 
proposed cabinet, more housing 
construction and a guarantee to 
consult the religious party on the 
appointment of finance and ju> 
tice ministers. 

“In every democracy there is 
criticism ... the real issue is how to 
proceed with the peace process,” 
Peres said when asked about the 
price for the agreement. 
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CAC student’s exhibition 


The director of the Communications and Aviation Centre. Jassem AlZanki inaugurated the Arts exhibition 
for the centre's students. Many paintings and artworks including drawing on glass and ceramic, wooden 

handicrafts and others, were exhibited. 

WHAT’SON ~ 


ARTS 

Bits *n* Pieces 
An interesting 8 week course 
in patchwork and quilting tech- 
niques. For details contact Tel. 
5634663. 

i . 

SOCIAL 

[ Hyderabad 

i The Committee for Celebra- 

1 lions of 400-year Anniversary 
of Hyderabad (DECCEN) 
invites essays in either Urdu. 
Telugu or English languages in 
not less than 1 000 words on one 
of the following topics: 1 . Quli 
Quiub Shah - the Architect of 
Hyderabad; 2. Contribution of 
Nawab Mir Osman Alt Khan 
towards modern Hyderabad: 3. 
Hyderabad City as I saw her 
(for school students only ). 

The competition is open to 
all present and former 
Hyderabadis and their children 
residing in Kuwait. 

A panel of judges will judge 
the first, second and third prize 
winning entries, and the prizes 
and citations will be distributed 
before the audience at 400-year 
anniversary celebrations to be 
held sometime in May 1990. 

All entries must be neatly 
written or typed on A4 size 
paper in double space, and 
reach the committee on or 
before April 30. 1990 and 
addressed to the Convenor 
Literary Committee. PO Box 
23343, Safat. 13094. Kuwait. 
No entry fee is charged. 

P AC's Silver Jubilee 

THE organising committee 
of Lhe Pakistan Arts Circle will 
celebrate PACs Silver Jubilee 
on Thursday, the 27th April. 
1990 at pm. The programme 
will include variety of 
programme and "Sham-e- 
Ghazal." Our earlier artist will 
present his wonderful perfor- 
mance. and is being invited 
from Pakistan. 

Reservations are open to all 
families. AH are kindly reques- 
ted to book their seats well 
before 15th April. 1990. For 
more information contact 
4716258. 

Rose Ferns’ drama 

M A ^ 10-11. CAputnalr? 

Club proudly announces that 
Goa's celebrated king of cen- 
tury shows Roue Ferns, and his 
sixteen member troupe, wifi 
present at the Granada Cinema 
hall. Kheitan, his premier 
release in Kuwait "Xinxe" 
(Broken Glass) and "Beiraan 
Turn" (You Ungrateful) which 
has already crossed the hun- 
dred plus mark in Goa. More 
details later. 

Ladles International League 

LIL's Summer Bazaar is now 
being held at the Kuwait 
Regency Palace Hotel in the 
exhibition hall on Fridav. Mat 
1 1 from 10 am to 6 pm. Ah 
inquiries contact Cei!ia on 
3434946 or Barbara on 
5325131. 


Summer Affair '90 
THE Weekend Club will 
host their traditional "Summer 
Affair” on the first day of Eid 
A1 Fitr (April 26) at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. Watch 
or participate in the selection 
and crowning of the 1990 Sum- 
mer Queen, join in a Jive Con- 
test. watch a scintillating dis- 
play of "Lambada” or simply 
let your feet loose to the music 
of Top Ranks and Perfect 
Strangers. Gala buffet, loads of 
prizes and most important have 
a good rime. For reservations 
caH43l 5425 (Julio). 5741 380or 
4890566. 

Holy Week 1990 

Holy Family Cathedral — 
Kuwait 

Palm and Passion Sunday: 
8th April — 7.00 am. Holy- 
Mass (English); 3.25 pm. Holy 
Mass (Konkani): 4.30 pm. 
Holy Mass (Konkani): 5.45 
pm. Holy Mass (English); 7.55 
pm. Holy Mass (English). 

Monday. Tuesday. Wednes- 
day of the Holy Week: 9th, 
10th. 11th April — 7.15 am. 
Holy Mass (English), 6.00 pm 
to 8.30 pm. Confession; 6.30 
pm. Holy Mass (English); 7.00. 
Holy Mass & Retreat 
(Malayalam — in big hall). 

Maundy Thursday; J 2th 
April -- 7.00 am. Con- 
celebrated Mass of Chrism 
(English): 4.00 pm. Holy Mass 
(Konkani): 5.30 pm. Solemn 
Holy Mass of the Lord’s Sup- 
per (English); 9.00 pm. Adora- 
tion ( English — in the big hall). 

Good Friday; 13th April 
(Day of fast and abstinence) — 

7.00 am. Celebration of the 
Lord's Passion (Malayalam): 

9.00 am. Celebration of the 
Lord's Passion (English): 2.30 
pm. Celebration of the Lord’s 
Passion (Konkani); 4.00 pm. 
Celebration of the Lord's Pas- 
sion (English); 5.30 pm. 
Celebration of the Lord's Pas- 
sion (English). 

Holy Saturday: l4thApril — 

4.00 pm to 6.00 pm Confes- 
sions: 8.00 pm. Easter Vigil 
Mass (English). 

Easter Sunday: 1 5th April — 

7.00 am. Holy Mass (English): 

9.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

10.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 
1 1.00am. HolyMasslEnglish); 

II. 30 am. Holy Mass (French 
in big ball); 12.00 noon Holy 
Mass (English): 4.00 pm. Holy 
Mass (Konkani): 5.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (English); 6.00 pm, 
Holy Mass (English); 7.00 pm. 
Holv Mass (Malayalam in big 
hall). 

Sallgaocars 

CALLINGallSaligaocars... 
to respond to the call for a 
social gathering on May 25 at 
Ramada AlSafam.al 1 1,30 am. 
For details contact the follow- 
ing: Justin Fernandes on Tel. 
No. 2406936 (Res). AJoo 
Carvalho. 2411442 Res 
246121. Amcrico Remedios. 
Res. 3983348 and Paul D'Cruz: 
Res. 2444729. Tony Cordeiro 
off. 241 5401. Res. 24 12337. 


Approb essay competition 

ASSOCIATION of Pakis- 
tani Professionals and 
Businessmen (Approb) is hold- 
ing an essay competition on the 
occasion of the Golden Jubilee 
of the Pakistan Resolution. 

Pakistani students in the age 
group of between 12-14 (jun- 
iors) and 15-18 (seniors) are 
invited to write their essays on 
the topic "My role in building a 
belter Pakistan." The essays 
between 1000 and 1500 words, 
in Urdu or English, should be 
sent by I5ihofApriI. 

Four prizes of KD100 each 
(2 each (or Urdu and English) 
will be awarded to the best arti- 
cles in each group with other 
consolation prizes for deser- 
ving participants. 

The penal of judges is headed 
by Dr M.I..Saleera, Dr Ali Jaf- 
frey and Abdus Sauar Ghazati. 
For further details, contact: 
Tel. Approb. 2425315. Fax. 
5323751. 

Approb Eld Milan Parly 

Association of Pakistani 
Professionals and Businessmen 
is organising its traditional Eid 
Milan Party at the SAS Hotel 
Ballroom, on the second of Eid 
AI Fitr. 

The Gala Party programme 
will include dinner, music, 
songs, comedy and a colourful 
display of Pakistani national 
costumes. 

There will be special enter- 
tainment and games for child- 
ren under the age of ten. A 
lucky draw with attractive 
prizes and American auction 
will also be held for the benefit 
of needy students of Pakistani 
schools in Kuwait. 

For further details and 
reservations please contact 
5317390, 5386201, 5316273, 
2425315, 5631815, 5613934. 
2522647. 

Sindhu Devi 

PADMASREE Dr. KJ. 
Yesudas and leading famous 
play back singer Miss Sindhu 
Devi is coming to Kuwait to 
perform two days musical con- 
cert on April 24th and 25th 
1990 in Granada Theatre. 
Kheitan. 

Indian Cuisine Centre 

Indian art of fancied lac ban- 
gles and designful henna work 
comes live at the finest Indian 
cuisine centre of Kuwait at the 
Maharaja Palace Restaurant. 

Come savour the delicacies 
whilst giving your lady a gift to 
cherish. For more information 
contact 2406150. 

Kuwait Little Theatre 

Kuwait Little Tealre are 
presenting a Si. George VDay 
Revue on Thursday 19 April in 
(he Unity Centre. Ahmadi. 
beginning at 7.30 pm (Please 
note the change of date to that 
previously advertised). Acts 
include Phil Thomas, June 
Woolston, The Kuwait Folk 
Group, and the Kuwait Sin- 
gers. Tickets and tables can be 
booked by telephoning 
3919759. 


GEF hosts 
Port Rashid 
video crew 

THE Port Rashid distribu- 
tion terminal of Gulf 
Express Freight — the 
freight forwarding arm of 
GAC — is being used as the 
setting for a promotional 
video aimed at highlighting 
Dubai’s potential as a 
regional distribution centre. 

The video, which last for 
between eight and ten min- 
utes, is being produced by a 
UK company on behalf of 
Port Rashid. It is due to get 
its first airing at Eurofreight 
Brussels — the industry’s 
key shop-window on the 
continent. 

"We were more than 
happy to allow our terminal 
to be used as the back- 
ground for the video and see 
it as a testament to the 
facilities GEF can offer and 
its understanding as 
Dubai’s leading freight-for- 
warder," said GEPs mark- 
eting manager. Bill Hill. 

Gulf Express Freight 
recently moved into a 

28,000 sq ft transit and dis- 
tribution warehouse 
situated within Port Rashid. 
The company has installed 
tiered racking systems to 
ensure the careful segrega- 
tion of cargo which is all 
handled by GEF’s own 
staff. 

"Regional distribution 
via Dubai is a growing con- 
cept and we want to show 
international companies 
how it can work to their ben- 
efit," said Port Rashid’s ass- 
istant marketing manager. 
Tony Condon. 

Gulf Express Freight and 
the Port Rashid Authority 
are two of an eight-strong 
; delegation from Dubai 
which is due to participate in 
the three-day Eurofreight 
Brussels which gets under- 
way on April 9. 


TELEVISION PROGRAMMES 



Passion Week 

The English Language con- 
gregation of National Evan- 
gelical Church will hold the 
following worship services. 

8th April — Palm Sunday — 
Worship from.6 pm to 7.30 pm. 

11th April - Wednesday — 
The choir will present Easter 
Cantata from 5.30 pm to 7.00 
pm. 

12th April — Maundy 
Thursday — Communion wor- 
ship service from 7.00 pm to 

8.30 pm. 

I3lh April — Good Friday 
Service from 11. 45 am to 3.00 
pm 

15th April — Easter Sunrise 
Service from 4.30 am to 6.00 
am. 

Easter Communion Service 
from 7 am to 8.30 am. 

Easter Sunday worship 
service from 6.00 pm to 7.30 
pm. 

During which choir will 
present "Easter Cantata". 

Ail are welcome. 

British Council 

The British Council working 
hours during the Holy month 
of Ramadhan: General office 
— Saturday to Wednesday — 

7.30 to 14.00; Library — Satur- 
day to Wednesday — 9.00 to 
12.30, 16.00 to 19.00: Thurs- 
day : 9.00 to 1220. 

Anglican services 

PAUL'S Church, Ahmadi 
Anglican services 
Maundy Thursday, 8 pm. The 
Last Supper. 

Good Friday, 2 pm. The Cross 
of Christ, 7 pm United Service 
Easter Day, 8.30 am. Holy 
Communion; 1 J 230 am Lunch- 
time family service; 12.30 pm 
Lunchtime communion; 6.30 
pm Easter festival, with the 
Ahmadi Music Group; 7 JO - 8 
pm Holy Communion. For fur- 
ther particulars ring 3985924. 

Kuwait Plaza 

SPECIAL Ramadan 
Activities: Al Dallah coffee 
shop features authentic iftar 
with sumptuous dishes, mezza, 
sweet, ramadan drinks and a 
special buffet. 

NOURA TERRACE: 

Surrounded by man-made 
waterfalls and green sceneries 
offers all kinds of light meals, 
juices, ramadan drinks, hub- 
bly-bubble and trick iraik in an 
open air atmosphere, open 
from 8 pm until 2 am. 

LOLOWAH CORNER: 
Invites you to spend an evening 
out with your family. Enjoy all 
kinds of Kuwaiti and i^abic 
sweets with variety of delicious 
beverage and live entertain- 
ment. Open from sunset until 2 


Tourist Restaurant 
KNOWN for Indian Pakis- 
tani tandoon/cuny dishes with 
seven types of bread. Ramadan 
timings take away service 5 pm 
onward regular dine 6 pm to 1 
pm. For further information 
contact. Tele. 241 1702. 


KTV1 


10.00 The Opening and Holy 
Quran 

10.15 Cartoons 

10.30 Mama Anisa and Chil- 
dren: Local children 
programme 

11.00 Children vaTh-ty 

11.15 Cultural film 

12.05 Religious feature 

12.15 A game show 
programme presented 
by the Social Reform 
Society (part 2) 

1 .00 News Summary 

1.05 The World Today via ' 
Satellite (repetition! 

1.30 World Animals: Cul- 
tural serial 

2.00 Cabool adventures: 
Cartoon serial 

2.30 MaaAJSabereen: His- 
torical Serial (part 10) 

3.10 Human Health: Cul- 
tural programme (part 
10) 

3.35 Al Qabadhay Bahlool: 
Arabic serial (part 10) 

4.25 Rasael Al Ekha: Local 
religious programme 

4.45 Rafat Al Hajan: 
Arabic serial (part 10) 

5.30 Hadeeth Deni- Reli- 
gious programme, 
presented by Sheikh 
Mohammed Metwalli 
Al Sharawi. 

6.25 Mazenger: Cartoon 
serial 

6.45 Baada Al Eftar 
Religious feature 

7.00 Madeenat Al Ajaeb: 
Local children serial 
(part 10) 

7.45 Night chemists, air- 
lines and official 
advertisements 

8.15 Maa Al islam: Reli- 
gious programme, 
prepared and presen- 
ted by Dr K haled Al 
Mazkoor 

9.00 Juhayna: Cultural 
programme (part 10) 

9.45 Sawalef Min Al 
Madhi: Local pro- 
•-* unsne 

| 10.00 News in Arabic 

10.45 The Family: Local 


HOTELS 

Mughal Mahal 

FIRST Indian restaurant to 
introduce Mugfclai cuisine in 
Kuwait. Enjoy our specialities 
such, as; Khandari Tikka Mai . 
Mali Kebab, Navratan Briyani 
and lots more. Ramadan tim- 
ings. Carry away pick up’s from 
5 pm onwards. Dine in from 6 
pm to 2 am. Tele. 2425131 2. 

Ramadan at Messllah Beach 
Hotel 

.AL MUBARAK! AH: Daily 
Ramadan Iftar Buffet, with a 
selection of fresh 'dishes. 
Kuwaiti and Middle Eastern 
specialities. 

Ghabga & Sohour. Enjoy the 
daily fresh desserts and juices 
with the delightful sohour buf- 
fet accompanied by soft Middle 
Eastern background music on 
theoud. 

SPORTS 

Kuwait International Hotel 

FIT FOR LIFE: Qualified 
Austrian masseur specialising 
in foot relexology, accupres- 
sure, athletic and relaxation 
massage available everyday. 
Tennis clinics ongoing for all 
levels or play including junior, 
ladies' and adult sessions with 
Frank Novak, an experienced 
Canadian coach and tennis 
professional. Classes total 4 
weeks in length and meet twice 
each week. Private coaching 
also available and fun tenis ses- 
sions for the family. Ladies' 
Keep Fit classes on Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Look good, feel great! Ladies' 
sauna now offers a 50 per cent 
discont on the usual entrance 
fee. Ladies’ Day on Saturdays 
and Tuesdays from 9 am to 9 
pm. Austrian instructor for 
swimming lessons. Courses 
start first week of every month 
on Sundays and Tuesdays, or 
Mondays and Wednesdays. 
For details please call: 
2530000/8050 (recreation) 

Hyderabad Sports Day 

The committee for sports for 
celebration of 400 year anniver- 
sary of Hyderabad (Deccan) is 
organising a sports day on 27th 
April 1990 (or next day of Idd) 
at Juieeb Ai Shuwik ground > 
(behind Juieeb Ai Shuwik cin- 
ema). The schedule of 
programme is as follows: 

9 to 12 am: Festival cricket 
match for veterans 
12 to 2 pm: Break for Prayer 
and lunch 

2 to 5 pm; Sports for ladies, 
children and agents. i 

5 to 6 pm: Formal inauguration I 
of lhe festivities by Chief guest 
and Ambassador of India Sri 
Arun Kumar Budhiraja and 
prize distribution by Mrs Bud- 
hiraja. 

The events are open for all 
present and former residents of j 
Hyderabad and their families, j 
No entry fees will be charged, j 
Festival cricket match is open j 
for veterans above 40 years j 


serial (part 10) V 

11.30 3x3: Local game show 
(part 10) 

12.15 Share Al Mawardi: . 
Arabic serial (part 10) 

1.15 Welad AI Eh: Arabic 
feature film, starring 
Merfai Ameen, 
Ahmad Zaki. SalahZo 
AJ Foqar. Hala Sudqi 

3.00 News summary 

3.05 The Worid Today via 
Satellite 

3.20 Holy Quran, and 
closedown 

FRIDAY 

10.00 The Opening and Holy 

Quran 

10.15 Cartoons 

10.30 The Children maga- 
zine: Local children 
programme, prepared 


11.15 Live from the Grand 
Mosque for the Friday 
Prayers and speeches. 

12.30 A special programme 
on Zakat: Local 

programme prepared 
by Kuwait Zakat 
House. 

1.00 News Summary 

i.05 The World Today via 
Satellite (repetition) 

1.30 Alwaxu Variety pro- 
gramme, prepared by 
Mohammed Al Fares 
and presented by 
Fatema Abdul 
Waftab. 

2.00 Cabool adventures: 
Cartoon serial 

230 Maa Ai Sabereen: His- 
torical serial (part II) 

3.15 H uman Health: Cul- 
tural programme (part 
U) 

3.35 Al Qabadhay Bahlool: 
Arabic serial (part 1 1) 

4.30 Rasael Al Ekha: 
Religious programme 
(part II) 

5.30 Hadeeth Deni: Reli- 
gious programme, - 
presented by Sheikh 
Mohammed Metwalli 
Al Sharawi. 

6.25 Mazenger Cartoon 
serial 

6.45 Baad Al Eftar Reti- 


/• •• \ £ C;i' 


(relaxable to 35 years). All 
veterans are request to regi- 
ster their names with Dr Naidu 
(Tel: 4842578). AW 

Hyderabadis are requested to. 
attend the sports day arid 
inaugural function 'with 
families and friends injarge. 
numbers. 

MessDah Beach Hotel Club 

. WINDSURFING: 6 levels 
of windsurfing lessons for 
beginners and intermediates. 
Each level lasts about 3 hours. 
The instructor is the present 
British windsurfing champion. 
Private lessons on request. 

WATER SKIING: 2 cour- 
ses, one for beginners and one 
for progressing to monosknng. 

SPEED BOAT INSTRUC- 
TION: I40HP Larson. Course 
covers baric boat and engine 
maintenance, launching, pilot- 
ing, mooring, etc. 

SAILING: 6 levels for begin- 
ners & intermediates. Approx- 
imately 3 hours duration each 
level. 

Each participant will be 
given a syllabus of training for 
their particular course. For fur- 
ther information please tele- 
phone 562411 1 ext 739. 


PRAYERS 


Imsak 

4.02 am 

r 2& 

4.12 

11.51 

Asr 

3.23 pm 

Maghreb 

6.09 

Isha 

7.27 

FRIDAY 

Impair 

4.01 am 

Fa|r 

4.11 

Zohr 

1131 

Asr 

3^3 pm 

Maghreb 

6.10 

Isha 

7JS 


gious feature . 

7.00 Local children serial: 
Madeenat Al Ajaeb 
(part 11) 

7.45 Night chemists, air-, 
lines and official 
advertisements 

8.15 The Family 

Programme: Local 


programme. 

9.00 Juhayna; Cultural 
programme 

10-00 News in Arabic 

10.45 The Family: Local 
serial (parti 1) 

1 1 .30 3x3: Local game show 

12.15 Share Al Mawardi: 
Arabic serial (part 11) 

1.15 Black and White. 

2.00 News summary 

2.05 The World Today via 
Satellite . . 

2.20 Holy Quran and 
closedown 

| KTV2 ~ 1 


8.00 Opening Announce- 
ment and Holy Quran 

8.10 Police Academy. A 
cartoon series for chil- 
dren. . 

8.30 Mr Wizard's World. 

8.00 News in English. 

9.30 Welcome Ramadan. 

9.45 . Beauty and the Beast. - 

10.30 The BiU Cosby Show. 
Cosby's son-in-law 
succeeds in finding a 

. flat near the place of 
his work.... but mat- 
ters do not work. 

1 1.00 Just for the Record. A 
Russian at 75 years' of 
age and still physically 

' lit!! a young gui wins 
the title of Miss 

• . ~ - America ...Neon most 
famous showrooms... 
Life insurance against 
crocodile attacks. 

11.30 Feature film. Along 
with Terror- Starring 
Juliet Mills, Colby 
Chester. Virginia Via-, 
cent... 

1.30 News in Brief . 

1.45 Magazine D’Actualite 


NAZEER Baj wa bids 
goodbye to Kuwait 
this weekend. . 

Bajwa came to 
Kuwait in early 1967 
and remained atta- 
ched to - the general 
insurance sector since 
thenT;^ V.-s' 

A large groupofhis 
friends hosted ..a 
farewell in his hon- 
our. He thanks his 
friends and prays for 
the prosperity of 
Kuwait . 

Bajwa plansto start 
a business in his 
hometown, Sialkot, 
Pakistan. Good luck 


FRIDAY 

8.00 Opening Announce-. 

• • mentand Holy Quran/. : ; 

8.10 Popeyeand Soa. A«zr- . 

ioon series for chiKi.' ^ 

dren. 'C-.V'"- 

8.30 Think Again-Gold, 
diamonds... .Symbols 
denoting ranks tmd 
positions. _.'■ • 

900 News in English . 

9.30 Welcome Ramadatt A - 
religious programme 
on the occasion of. 

Holy Ramadan. 

9.45 Breaking Away.v 
Recreational • * and 
entertainment activiti- 
es carried out., in 
various parts *. i«r 
Kuwait. 

10.00 Islam in Fbcosr A- 
retigious programme 
on the occasion of 
Holy Ramadan. '. 

10.30 Globe TV. The world 
language ... . .Pop 
music... Zulu rourie^w ' 
a trip to' the North-: 

• Pole... a trip to Viet- 
nam..- and Afghanis- 
tan.... 

• 11.00 Tales from the Dark-- 

' side. "Slippage". ^ 
young man feels- that - 
eryihing isk»tfrom; 
him.. . Ar 

11.30 Roseanne. Chicken 

Hearts. Roseanpe::isj 
employed by^'Biyan.-. 
who has a restamant . 
and works as : a.-teaV;;, 
cfaer. . 1 n orderto corner 
to good tertns with; ■ 
him, Rbrie suggests: 
that her husbandT&n-: 
may- repair Bryan's 
-car?.* : 

12.00 Wiseguy. 

- of the Barge”. Moby a 
mafia member 1atlem- .i 
pts to deprive Albert i ! 

- another member' from 
his' trade In garbage 
where a Chibese busi: 

. ness-man and owntt 1 
of a factory .ofculastic 


- explosives attempts iq 

- kffl ^ Albert" “ •; ;>• ■ 
1.30 NewsinBrieT";*’. , " 
1.45 Magazine D’AcKrafite' 






TJ 

i m wagu 
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Street Justice 
AlSafmiyah 
Malone . 

AlHamn 

Hell on the Battle Ground 

Drive-in 

Arabic film 

Al Firdous 
Nicahen 


Fahabed Open 

Jyoti Bare Jwala 

Fatobeet 
Bhul Bichar 
AlJahra 
Arabic film 
Granada 
Blue Iguana 
ScdalbiklMt 
Naadu Vaazhikal 

Jleeb 

Nalnsaafi 

Ahmadi Drive-in 
Arabic film • 


FRIDAY 

A J Antatas \ •?£».:; ‘~c 

Street Justice ' ’ 
AlSahaiyah •']/■'/ 

Malone 

. Al Hamra 

-Hell on the BattieGrbund 
Drive-in 
Arabic flint 
Al Erdous 


• m • . r , m 

. Fahahed Ones 

Jyoti Bane Jwala ; J, 
Fahahed ; ' . v~.>' r v. 

. Bhul Bichar ~ . . > 

AlJahra . , 

Distant Thunder .- ; 

Granada f 

Rolling Vengeance i , 
S uhihiHut . 

Mob War 

Jleeb . ; 

Sone Ke Dil Lohe KiHath 
Ahmadi Drive-in 
Arabic film ' - • - • 



Cathay Pacific sponsored UCHR 


i if "iii 


Cathay Pacific Airways spon 
Equestrian Club. Seen in the 
receiving his f 
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OECD oil 


use up 
in first 

quarter 

4 - (UPI l -°‘ l 

ption by Organisation for Economic 

Cooperation and Development 

countries r U! * 0.5 percent during the 

first quarter over the same period last 

year to 3S.7 million barrets rvr Hr. u 


. , , u , economic 

Cooperation and Development 

countries r U! * 0.5 percent during the 

first quarter over the same period last 

y^}° 3S - 7 million barretVpcr dav. 
tne International Energy Agency 
said yesterday. 

Mid oi! consumption 
by OECD countries daring the 
second quarter of this year should 
increase by 1.5 per cent over the 
second quarter in 1 989 to 36.5 million 
barrels per day. 

The agency added that spot prices 
i°. r , . ma J° r cnjde °'ls continued to 
lall last month and were IS to 20 per 
rent lower than at their highest levels 
in early January. 

^ It said that for all of 1990 OECD 
oil consumption should be I percent 
higher than last year to 38 million 
barrels per day. 

Consumption in North America 
for all of 1990 is expected to average 
19.3 million barrels per day, an 
increase ofCL5 percent from Last year. 
Consumption by European (OECD 
countries should rise 1.5 percent over 
1989 to 12.8 million barrels per day. 
The OECD Pacific region should see 
a 3 per cent consumption increase to 
6 million barrels per day. 

The agency estimated world con- 
sumption outside the OECD area 
and not including the centrally plan- 
ned economies of Eastern Europe 
will average 53.3 million barrels per 
day this year, a 2 per cent increase 
over 1989. 

Oil production by OECD coun- 
tries in March was estimated at 16 
million barrels per day. 200,000 
barrels higher above the revised 
February production levels, mainly 
as a result of higher estimated 
production by Canada, the United 
Kingdom and Norway. 

The crude oil output by Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum exporting Coun- 
tries was estimated at 23.7 million 
barrels per day in both February and 
March, according to the agency 
report. 

The report said Saudi Arabia 
produced an estimated 5.6 billion 
barrels per day in March compared 
with 5.5 million barrels per day the 
previous month. Iran was the onlj^- 


Kuwait's production was reported 
to have remained steady in March, 
from February at 1.8 million bands 
per day. Iraq produced 3 million 
barrels per day of crude oil the same 
9 in February. 

Libya and Venezuela were the only 
two countries to have reported 
reduced production levels, with the 
former's output declining to 1.3 
million barrels per day from 1.4 
million in February while the latter 
produced 1.9 million barrels per day 
in March from 2 million in produced 
1.9 million barrels per day in March 
from 2 million in prices rebounded in 
moderate trading boosted by the 
sharp 2.7 per cent recovery in Tokyo 
and a stronger British pound. The FT 
30 index gained 13.2 to dose at 
1. 76 1.3. 

Cooperation 

■ Iraqi Chi Minister Issam Abdul- 
Rahim AKThalabi saio on Wednes- 
day Baghdad wants to boost tech- 
nical and economic cooperation and 

cultural exchanges with Japan, a sen- 
ior Japanese official reported. 
Development of Iraqi industry 
^ and expansion of its oil production 
™ capacity would also benefit Japan, 
Chalabi was quoted as telling Japan- 
ese Foreign Minister Taro Nak- 

ayama. 

Petroleum 

■ East Germany is planning to open 

its petroleum market to Western oil 
companies as part of efforts to 
rebuild an economy in tatters after 40 
years of communist misman- 
agement. _ . 

Klaus Eichner. director pr the 
state-run Mmol Company winch has 
a monopoly on fuel distribution, toM 
the ADN News Agency on Tuesday 
that plans being made ‘would allow 
Western oil companies to supply the 
domestic market.” . 

Decline 

■ US crude oil prices declined in 

quiet trading Tuesday as the mart** 

anticipated that an oil, >odwtry 
survey would again show a substan- 
^ rial buildup in the nation’s mveo- 

benchmark West Texas inter- 
mediate crude for May dch ry 
dropped 18 cents to end the day o* 

the New York mercantile exchange 

at $20 JO a barrel, after openmgn^ 
its high on the day of 20.55 a barrel. 

Agreement 

■ The Islamic Development Bank 
<IDB) has signed a 
igrecUntwonhJlOowlhonw.*^ 

Aden Refinery Company in South 

Yemen, it has been imported here. 

The - credit is designed to Mp the 
refineiy import 

oil and Wined products from an uns- 
. - pacified IDB member state. 

Contracts 

■ Indonesia's state-owned oil com- 
pany. Pertamina, will soon sign 

, ievfoil ptodiKtioB-BtannsiOT 
■ tracts with foreign h rjn ^J v 
to a company executive here- 
Alex trederik, bead 
pany’s division resjwnsiNe tor* ^ 
operation with foreign coni ** JJJ 
said ‘two of the coutra^rts 
hSffco and Atlantic 

would provide for expansion ofexisi 

mg operations. . 


BUSINESS & FINANCE 

‘Securing finance for oil output rise not insurmountable’ 


KUWAIT, April 4, (Opecnai: The 
Organisation of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries lOaper) says ii 
believes that securing the finances 
necessary for expanding production 
capacities of oil exporting countries is 
not “insurmountable." 

An editorial in the Apnl edition of 
the Oapec monlhiv "Bulletin" released 
here, is in answer to concerns voiced in 
some oil industry quartersasto how the 
necessary funding for expanding 
production caducities would be made. 

The publication says that oil prod uc- 
mg countries had on many occasions 
expressed their willingness’ to produce 
the quantities required for world econ- 


omic growth. 

"They have backed up their 
staiemeiw with concrete plans for 
expanding production capacities and 
increasing exports," it points out. 

"These countries have sufficient oil 
reserves to last for many decades." says 
the editorial, stressing that Oapec oil 
reserves in 1989 totalled 600 billion 
barrels, against 340 billion in 1980. 

It says there was a “high probability" 
that more discoveries would be made in 
most Oapec member countries since 
exploration efforts were still in their 
early stages, “a fact that is well known 
to everyone concerned with the oil 
induxtrv. 


The publication notes that some oil 
producing countries were able to fin- 
ance their own projects, while when 
required outside help, noting that “as 
long us reserves exist, financing should 
not pose a problem." even if came from 
foreign sources. 

“Capital always flows 10 the most 
secure and profitable investments." it 
maintains, adding lhaL the real obstacle 
to expanding production capacity was 
uncertainly about how oil demand in 
the consuming countries would fare. 

The oil markets were “still swayed 
heavily by transient factors' and long- 
term consumption forecasts were 
subject to constant revision. 


"Tne devastating effect of surplus 
capacity on economic growth in Oapec 
member countries is still apparent." it 
notes. 

The editorial states that if true world 
economic growth was to be achieved, 
“a frank, constructive dialogue must be 
established between producers and 
consumers, industrialised and develop- 
ing countries." 

Only in this way, it says, could the 
obstacles be overcome and "bridges of 
mutual understanding" built, leading 
to a clearer picture of future world oil 
demand. 

The publication observes that the oil 
producing countries had “spared no 


effort'' in fostering understanding with 
the oil consuming states. 

This had been witnessed by the large 
number of meetings, symposiums and 
lectures organised by Oapec and Opec 
in conjunction with institutions in the 
industrialised countries, such as the 
European Economic Community 
(EEC), with the aim of promoting 
understanding. 

“The invitation to constructive 
dialogue still stands, are there any tank- 
ers?" the publication asks. 

Concerning speculation on con- 
sumer countries' raising taxes on oil 
products and imposing duties on crude 
imports, it says this only served to 


exacerbate the "dilemma" oil exports 
were in. 

The publication declares that 
another problem was related to the 
extensive campaign being launched 
against oil products "in the name of 
environmental protection." 

This campaign, it says, porl rayed oil 
as the most polluting energy source, 
although coal "is more harmful and 
nuclear power is more dangerous/'as 
the Chernobyl disaster had demon- 
strated "so poignantly." 

It stresses: "We are naturally concer- 
ned with protecting theeni ironmem on 
local and globaf levels, because it 
affects our verv existence. 


Opec production 
steady in March 

Output increase likely 

BRUSSELS, April 4, (AP): Opec nations held oil production steady in March but at a level more 
than a million barrels a day above their self-imposed supply cap, according to estimates released 
yesterday. 

The Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries pumped a total of about 23.7 million 
barrels a day in March, the same as in the previous month, according to the Paris-based 
International Energy Agency. 

But. it said, “sales of Opec crude oil in March are believed to be lower than this level due to the 
evident excess supply of heavy, sour grades and wcaker-thannexpected demand from refiners." 
Private analysts predicted Opec would increase output even more this month. 

“It seems it will go up in April, * ; 

tereS a°S^«rpier^ Kuwait petrochemical complex I 

zian, editor of the Paris-based j 

newsletter Peirosiraiegies. d I — ^ M JL JL O ' 

Plant to cost $ 3 b j 


maybe to as much as 24 million 
barrels a day.” said Pierre Ter- 
zian, editor of the Paris-based 
newsletter Petrosirategies. 

Leading the surge in last mon- 
th's production were Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates and Nigeria, 
according to the International 
Energy Agency’s monthly oil 
market report. All were 
estimated to be above the 
individual quotas set for each 
country by the group last year 
and reaffirmed at a recent meet- 
ing in Vienna. 

The organisation imposed a 
ceiling of 22.1 million barrels a 
day for production in the first 
half of the year. But members 
-have not been adhering to their 

%Odprfces soared in early Jan-" 
; ttery bul have been gradually 
slipping since then, falling in 
early March below the Opec's 
target of Si 8 a band. 

The average price of a basket 
of seven crudes monitored by the 
agency was 517.33 a barrel in the 
last week of March, down from 
517.47 in the previous week. 

Prices of West Taxas inter- 
mediate, the key US grade, have 
been running the range of S20 to 
22 a barrel. 

In an effort to keep prices firm, 
Opec oil ministers met last 
month and issued a fresh call for 
restraint by all nations in the nor- 
mally weak April-June quarter. 

Analysts say that if Opec keeps 
production high, prices will 
weaken in the coming months. 
The softening of oil prices will 
have little impact on gasoline 
prices at the pump. 

Demand for crude normally 
slumps in the second quarter 
when spring weather warms the 
United States and other consum- 
ing nations. The International 
Energy Agency predicted 
demand for Opec oil at 20.4 
million barrels a day in the 
current quarter. 

“People have been saying 
production may be higher rather 
than lower (in April). We have 
had two months of a touch below 
24 (million barrels a day). It's 
unlikely to come down very 
much." said Nick Antil. oil 
analyst at county Natwest in 
London. 

■ A specialised oil publications 
has suggested that Opec crude oil 
output was rising "relentlessly 
and looks set to touch the 24- 
million barrel a day mark in 
April, after climbing another 
200,000 barrel per day last 
month. 


KUWAIT, April 4, (Reuter): The total cost of a petrochemical 
complex which Kuwaiti planners approved last month could be 
S3 billion, a senior Kuwaiti economist said yesterday. 

He said Lhe original estimated cost of the eight-plant complex 
of 600 million dinars (52 billion) was expected to rise SO percent. 

The official said the plant, to be financed by local sources, 
would start production in 1994. 

“Oil Minister Ali Khalifa Al Sabah wants it to come on stream 
as soon as possible because it has a major role in backing Kuwaiti 
industrial and petrochemical projects," he said. 

He hoped the project would soon be opened for international 
bidding. 

The complex, part of Kuwait's plans to boost exports of 
refined products, wifi use domestic naphta and natural gas as 
feedstock' to produce polythene, ethylene glycol, polystyrene, 
sjyrene monomer, styrerje butadiene and aromatics. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ixjwer interest rate: The United States believes the stage has 
been set for lower interest rates both at home and in other industrial 
countries, a senior US treasury official said on Tuesday in Montreal. 

Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary John Niehuss said that while 
inflation signals remain, they suggesi a lower course for prices, “creating 
the right environment for lower US interest rates. 

Niehuss made his remarks to the annual meeting of ibe Inter- 
American Development Bank. His comments were good news for the 
Latin debtorcountries which would benefit from lower rates in servicing 
their financial obligations. (Reuter!^ ^ 

British, Siberian trade deal: A British management consult- 
ing firm said Tuesday it reached a deal with the Siberian region ofTorask 
to help it develop international trade worth more than 2.6 billion pounds 
(S4.3 billion). # 

The company, Doctus Pic. said it signed a 15-year contract to help 
Tomsk sell its resources for hard currency, and assist the region in 
spending that money on equipment and other imports to helpdevelop the 
area. 

* • • 

Saadi bank reports increased profit: The united Saudi 

Commercial Bank (USCB) said on Tuesday its unaudited first quarter 
1 990 resultsshowed a net profit of26.8 million Saudi riyals (57. 1 million), 
a rise of 58.5 percent over the same period in 1989. 

USCB said in a statement received in Cyprus that its 1 989 first quarter 
net profit was 1 6.9 million riyals (S4.5 million). Net profit for ali of 1 989 
was 95.3 million riyals (S25.4 million). (Reuter) 

* * t 

Saudi interbank market inactive: Dealers reported an 

extremely quiet day on the Saudi interbank deposit market as the M uslira 
fasting month of Ramadan entered its second week. 

The lack of activity was atm buted to Lhe impend ing weekend and there 
was no discernible movement in rates. 

The spot riya! was being quoted at 3.7512/1 5 to the dollar. (Reuter) 

Short dates ease: Short dates eased on the Kuwaiti dinar inter- 
bank deposit market, dealers said. 

Liquidity in the market meant that short dates were well offered, with 
overnight being offered at 8-3/8 per cent. Spot/next was being quoted at 
8-1/8 8- 1/4. and one week 8-3/8 8-5/8. 

There was no activity in fixed dales and rates remained unchanged. 
(Reuter) 

* • • 

Japan passes Stop-gap budget: Japan's Parliament on Wed- 
nesday passed a 10,200 billion yen (S64 billion) stop-gap budget to cover 
the first 50 days of the 1990 fiscal year that began on April (.parliamen- 
tary officials said. 

The opposition-dominated upper house of Parliament rejected the 
government-sponsored budget earlier in the day, but it was overruled by 
the more powerful lower house. (Reuter) 


Index of 
US fiscal 
indicators 
plunges 

WASHINGTON, April 4, <AP): 
The government's main economic 
forecasting gauge plunged 1.0 per 
cent in February, its steepest drop 
in nine months, the government 
said yesterday. But analysts said 
the decrease was misleading. 

The Commerce Department 
said yesterday its latest index of 
leading economic indicators — 
designed to forecast US economic 
activity six to nine months in 
advance — wiped out three mon- 
ths of increases with the largest 
decline since a 1. 1 percent fall last 
May. 

But analysts said the report was 
an alteration caused by a record 25 
per cent drop in building permits in 
February from January'* 26-8 per 
cent gain as bonders took advan- 
tage of warm weather and tried to 
beat deadlines for new govern- 
ment regulations. 

“It would have been down just 
0.2 per cent without the distorting 
effect of the building permits," 
said David Jones, an economist 
with Aubrey G. Lanston and Co., 
a government securities dealer in 
New York. 

Gilbert Benz, an economist 
with the Swiss Bank Corp. in New 
York r said the gauge would 
bounce back next month to its 
levels of late 1989 and nearly 
1 990, The index rose 0. 1 per cent 
in November* 04 per cent In 
December and 0.2 per cent in Jan- 
nary. 

Nevertheless, seven of the 11 
statistics in the index were down 
which analysts interpreted as 
meaning a soft economy, par- 
ticularly in the manufacturing sec- 
tor. 

“February’s leading indicators 
show a substantial indnstrial 
rebound is likely to occur in the 
next six months,” said William K. 
MacreynoMs, forecasting direc- 
tor for the US chamber of com- 
merce. 

But Jones added, “recent sig- 
nals suggest that while the goods- 
prodnemg sector is still flat, it’s 
not getting any worse and there's 
no evidence that its weakness is 
spreading to otter sectors." 

According to a recent survey of 
51 top economists by Bine Chip 
Economic Indicators in Sedona, 
Arizona, the Cross National 
Product — the nation's output of 
goods and services — will avoid a 
recession and grow 1.7 per cent in 
1990. 

But the survey concluded that 
the economic outlook “remains 
the most sluggish since the reces- 
sion year of 1982." The economy 
grew 3 per cent last year, although 
it slowed to 1.1 percent in the final 
quarter. 

■ The United States debt has 
reached three trillion dollars, the 
Treasury Department announced 
yesterday. 

The massive figure, represent- 
ing more than $12,000 for every 
man, woman and child in the 
United States, was reached on 
Monday the government said. 

The exact figure is 
$3,023,107,000,000 and it is 
growing rapidly. By comparison, 
it took World War If to bring the 
national debt to $250 billion in 
1945. 


Gold gains, dollar mixed 


GM tops Forbes, Fortune titans list 

$4. 2b earnings despite cutthroat rebates 

NEW Y °RK^ ( mFon^^ 

sStSSSSfe 


The Fortune 500 list ranked the nation's larew 
industrial firms by sales- The Forbes 
Sled all public company measured by sales, 
profits, assets and slock market value. 

Both magazuvss have issued 500 rankings for 
veil but this was the first lime in recent nusnory 
Ktbe lists were released tte^eday. to an effort 
™ iu competitor, Forbes topped iu rank- 
a “WpeFSO," ii described as the most 
JS<£ful companies across all eategoncs. 

fiM was on top either way,, with marly $127 
. . ,9 rt „ an !i $4.2 billion in earnings dunng 

190 Stefiercc foreign competition andcutih- 
^’rotates that dampened business for all big 


three automakers — GM. Ford and Chrysler. 

The Fortune 500 overall also had a profit decline 
in 1989 after years of strong growth, reflecting the 
slowdown in industrial America. 

Behind GM, Fortune's 'op 10 were: Ford Motor 
Co., Exxon Corp., International Business 
Machines Corp,, General Electric Co.. Mobil 
Corp.. Philip Morris Cos., Chrysler Corp- E.I- Du 
Pont De Nemours and Co., ana Texaco Inc. 

Rounding out the top lOof the Forbes super 500 
were: GM. Exxon, IBM, Ford, Philip Morris. 
American Telephone and Telegraph Corp.. Mobil, 
Du Pont and Sears, Roebuck and Co. 

The Fortune 500 list appears in the April 23 
edition and is available on newsstands today. For- 
bes released its ranking two weeks before ii is to hit 
the stands in the April 30 edition. 

Fortune 500 sales jumped 7 per cent to a record 
$2.16 trillion in 1989, but overall earnings fell 8.2 


percent to 105.6 billion. In the previous two years, 
profits among the big manufacturers had climbed 
an unprecedented 79 per cent 

Median profits fell in nine or Fortune's 27 indus- 
try groups and only 264 of the top 500 companies 
had earnings growth, down from 327 in 1988. 

Pharmaceuticals had the largest median increase 
in earnings, up I9.6pcrccnt; followed by beverages, 
18.3 percent, textiles 15.3 per cent; food, 14 per 
cent and electronics 10 per cent. 

The moior vehicles and parts industry suffered 
the largest median earnings decline, down 25 per 
cent, followed by Aerospace, down 12.5 per cenir 
petroleum refining, down 1 1.8 percent; transporta- 
tion equipment, down 9.4 per cent and computers, 
down 9 percent. 

Fortune said six of (He 10 largest industrial com- 
panies suffered double-digit earnings declines, 
including a 66 per cent drop at Chrysler, whose 
ranking was dropped a notch from 1 988. 


Tokyo stocks decline 


TOKYO. April 4. (AP): The 
Tokyo stock exchange's chief 
index erased its morning gains 
and fell hack sharply in Lhe after- 
noon today, while the US dollar 
declined marginally against the 
Japanese yen. 

The 225-share Nikkei stock 
average ended trading down 
316.78 points or I.lOpercent.at 
28,442.94. 

After reversing its 212.05- 
point morning gain, the index 
dropped steeply during the after- 
noon, then narrowed its deficit 
by about 350 points with a rally 
in the last 20 minutes of trading, 
helped in part by arbitrage buy- 
ing, traders said. 

A Nomura securities trader 
attributed the index* afternoon 
fall to broad declines in 
speculative shares that triggered 
selling of other issues, and to 
profit-taking from shares that 
had advanced in the past week 
The trader spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Prompted by growing concern 
that some speculators may be in 
financial trouble, the Nikkei 
index fell quickly as investors 
tried to get rid of speculative 
shares, including some local 
bank issues, he said. 

Betty Wu. an analyst with 
SBC! Securities Asia Ltd., said 
lhe afternoon's drop resulted in 
part from index filing, as 
individuals were trying to curb 
their losses. 

She predicted relatively quiet 
trading in the next few weeks 
because corporations have just 
closed thier books on fiscal 1989, 
which ended March 31, and are 
deciding future investment 
strategies. 

Trading today was thin, with 
volume on the market’s first sec- 
tion estimated at 560 million 
shares, down from yesterday 650 
million. 

The Nikkei index yesterday 
gained 757.65 points, following 
Monday's drop of 1,978.38 
points, or 6.59 per cent, in the 
index’s second- largest single-day 
decline. The plunge followed a 
1,045.71 -point fall in the index 
last Friday. 

In currency dealings, the 
dollar closed al 1 58.90 yen, down 
0.05 yen from Tuesday's dose of 
158.95 yen. It opened higher at 
1 59.62 yen and ranged between 
158.70 yen and 159.70 yen. 

The dollar started higher foll- 
owing overnight gains in New 
York, but the currency gradually 
fell in Tokyo as market players 
— mainly life insurance and 
securities houses — sold the 
dollar against lhe yen in an 
attempt to reduce their dollar 
holdings ahead of the meeting of 
the Group of Seven key currency 
nations scheduled for April 7 in 
Paris, said Mamoru Tabata, a 
dealer wilh the Mitsui Taiyo 
Kobe Bank. 

“Market players began to 
reduce their dollar holdings in 
case the G-7 meeting comes up 
wiLh something they had not 
predicted, although nothing 
special is expected at the 
mo menL,” he said. 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Yasushi Mieno is to leave for the 
meeting in Paris on Friday. 

Some investors also sold the 
dollar for profit-taking, Tabata 
said. 

“ But the yen's strength is likely 

Major predicts 
zig-zagging 
UK inflation 

LONDON, April 4, (Reuter): 
Britain's Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (Finance Minister) said 
that inflation, which the government 
has sworn to defeat, would zig-zag 
before dropping decisivelv. 

“Inflation of course is stubborn. It 
always takes a while, and is doing so 
now. As 1 ha vemadeclea rover recent 
weeks, it won’t be an entirely flat 
path," the chancellor, John Major, 
said. 

"It will be a bumpy ride before we 
get inflation securely on a downward 
trend,” he said in a testimony to a 
parliamentary committee on this 
year’s budget. 

Inflation is running at an annual 
7.5 per cent in Britain. Britain's 
annual inflation last year was the , 
highest in the Group of Seven leading | 
industrial countries. i 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Indian rupee 17.170 

Sri Lankan rupee 7.440 

Pakistani rupee 13.790 

Bangladesh taka 8.630 

US dollar 29460 

Pound sterling 4S275 

UAE dirham' 08017 

Deutsche mark 17375 

Japanese yen 001860 

to last only temporarily." he 
added. 

A dealer with the Bank of 
Tokyo, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said the US 
currency rose in New York over- 
night because of speculation the 
US Federal Reserve Board has 
hailed its support for the yen in 
an attempt to pressure Japan to 
make trade concessions in talks 
with the United Slates now under 
way in Washington. 

"The rumour has been in the 
market for some time, and it was 
brought up again in New York. 
Such' speculation has been 
already factored into the market 
here." the Bank of Tokyo dealer 
said. 

The price of Benchmark No 
1 19 Japanese government bonds 
closed at 86.45 points, down 
from Tuesday's close at 86.51. 
Their yield rose to 7.260 per cent 
from Tuesday's 7.245 per cent. 

Dollar mixed 

■Wall Street took the Tokyo 
stock market's rebound arid built 
it into a full-blown rally on Tues- 
day, pushing stock pricesshaiply 
higher. 

The dollar dosed mixed and 
bond prices rose slightly. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 36.26 points, or 1 .34 
per cent, to close at 2,736.71. In 
the broader market, rising issues 
beat losers by better than two-lo- 
one. 

After days of light trading, 
investors stepped off the 
sidelines, boosting volume to a 
moderate 154.3 million shares. 

“Everyone came in very much 
encouraged today. There were 
buy programmes on top of an 
already confident market,” said 
Jeffrey Kaminski at Mabon 
Nugent and Co. 

Traders cited the rise in 
Tokyo, where stocks managed a 
comeback from Monday’s 
second- biggest point decline 
ever. 

After a day offiuctuations, the 
key 225-share Nikkei index sur- 
ged 757.65 points on Tuesday, or 
2.71 per cent, to close at 
28,759.72. its seventh -largest 
point gain ever. 

Wall Street also got a boost 
from comments by a senior 
deputy assistant treasury 
secretary John Niehuss, who said 
inflation signals, while mixed, 
suggest a decline in US inflation 
over the course of the year, creat- 
ing the “right environment” for 
lower rates. 

The dollar climbed still higher 
against the Japanese yen but 
eased against the West German 
mark and most other currencies. 

The dollar closed at 159.70 
yen, up from 1 58.90 on Monday 
but it slipped to 1.6985 marks 
from 1.7010 marks. 

Shares higher 
■ Share prices finished higher on 
London's stock exchange Tues- 


day. boosted by a strong opening 
on Wall Street. 

Shares jumped early in trading 
on the back of a good perfor- 
mance in Tokyo. Some aggres- 
sive stock-index futures buying 
also cheered the London market, 
and the two factors sent the Fin- 
ancial Times-stock exchange 
100-share index up about 12 
points. 

But with no subsequent 
follow-through buying, the 
index drifted off to a show a loss. 

However Wall Street's gain 
and other factors conspired dur- 
ing Lhe afternoon to drive the 
market higher again. 

Dealers cited additional 
futures buying, revived bid 
speculation in a handful of major 
shares, a steady pound and a 
shortage of blue chip stocks. 

By the end of the European 
afternoon. the Dow Jones indus- 
trial average was up 19.59 points 
at 2.720.05. 

Gold gains 

■The US dollar finished mixed 
against major foreign currencies 
in light trading Tuesday as 
dealers lacked incentives to buy 
or sell heavily. 

Gold gained in trading at 
home and abroad. On the com- 
modity exchange in New York, 
gold bullion for April delivery 
settled at $375.30 a troy ounce, 
up $5.50 from Monday. Later, 
Republic National Bank of New 
Y ork quoted a troy ounce of gold 
trillion at $375.25 as of 4 pm EDT 
(2000 GMT). $5 higher than 
Monday’s late bid. 

Currency dealers said the 
dollar traded in a narrow range 
of much of the day. Renewed 
demand to buy dollars against 
the Japanese yen in particular 
surfaced in afternoon US trading 
and pushed the dollar higher. 

The dollar ended in New York 
at 1 59.76 yen, up from 1 58.65 yen 
on Monday. 

But in Tokyo trading, which 
ends as Europe's business day 
begins, the dollar declined to 
1 58.95 yen, 1.00 yen lower than 
Monday’s close, in London, the 
dollar traded at 1 59. 10 yen. 

Bourse soars 

The Paris stock market surged 
to new highs this morning on 
news that leading French banks 
had cut their base interest rates, 
and dealers said the bourse 
looked set to climb further. 

The CAC-40 index burst 
through its previous high of 
2.006.42 at 0905 GMT. minutes 
after two major French banks 
said they had cut their base rates 
to 10.8 per cent from 11.0 per 
cent. Towards mid-day in Paris, 
the index was almost 1.3 percent 
higher at 2.010.64. up 25.09 from 
yesterday's close. 

Dealers said Lhe market has 
been gearing up in recent weeks 
for lius leap, taking its strength 
from the franc's strong perfor- 
mance against the West German 
mark, a string of excellent 1989 
earnings from blue chip compan- 
ies and a Bank of France decision 
on Monday to cut key interest 
rates. 

“Some people are saying they 
should sell now but I think we 
could go a lot higher,” said Max 
Bouile of BNP securities. 

“Interest rates could go lower, 
the pressure is off the franc and 
earnings are very good. It all 
looks very positive.” 


EEC inflation up 

LUXEMBOURG, April 4, (API; Consumer prices in the European 
Economic Coram unity as a whole rose 0.5 per cent in February, leaving 
the EEC's average annual inflation rate at 5.2 per cenL the EEC 
statistics agency Eurostat reported yesterday. 

It said the United Slates and Japan, the EEC's main trading partners, 
posted annual inflation rates of 5.3 and 3.6 per cent respectively in 
February. 

Eurostat said February's rise in prices in the EEC was due to 
substantial increases in West Germany and the Netherlands (both 0.4 
percent), Spain and Britain (both 0.6 percent), and Italy (0.8 percent). 

In the otiier EEC nations, prices rose moderately in February. 
Eurostat said. 

It added Lhe annual inflation rate stood at 5.2 per cent in February. 

the same as in January, “and ii th ua remains at the stable level between 5 
and 5.5 percent” registered over the past year. 

The Netherlands. 0.4 percent (2.1 percent); West Germany. 0.412.7 
per cent); Denmark. 0.2 per cent (3.2 per cent); Belgium. 0.2 per cent 
(3.4 per cent); France. 0.2 per cent (3.4 per cent); Luxembourg. 0. 1 per 
cent (3.8 per cent); Ita*y, 0.8 per cent (6 per cent); Spain, 0.6 percent ( i.l 
per cent); Great Britain, U.b ( 1.5 per cent): Portugal, 2.3 per cent ( 1 3. 1 
per cent); Greece. 0.1 per cent 116.5 per cent). 


i 





BUSINESS 


ARABT1MES. THUKSDAY-nUpA\ 


Mighty Japanese banks humbled by regulators, mar 

» I ..u.ikawutitMr Hrat 


TOKYO. April 4. (AP): Japan’s leading 
banks, which bumped US competitors from 
the world's lop 10 list in the 1 980s. are finding 
themselves squeezed by higher costs, reduced 
business and the Tokyo stock market’s slide. 

’‘The advantage Japanese banks used to 
enjoy has been largely eradicated ... the whole 
perspective of international banking is con- 
siderably changed," said David Threadgold, 
an analyst with County Natwest Securities. 

Paul Heaton, senior analyst at W1 Carr 
securities, predicts that profits at the 13 lead- 
ing commercial banks dropped 1 1 percent for 
the fiscal year ended March 31. In the 


previous year, profits rose 25 per cent. 

Leaving out income from equities sales, 
earnings from banking business may be down 
by 50 per cenL from fiscal 1988. Threadgold 
said. 

In addition, the fall of the yen and Japan's 
stock market have imperiled the banks’ plans 
to raise their capital levels to meet inter- 
national standards set for 1 993. 

“Management at top banks feel we have 
entered a very difficult period. But we are not 
going to see any bankruptcies," said Teniyuki 
Takahashi, a senior manager at the Japanese 


Federation of Bankers' dissociations. 

The world's 10 biggest banks in assets are 
Japanese. Sheer size will keep them there, but 
they will become weaker competitors abroad 
as their source of cheap funds dries up, 
Threadgold said. 

Rising interest rates have made it more 
expensive for banks to acquire funds for lend- 
ing. Banks now are paying holders of money 
market certificates 5.8 per cent interest, com- 
pared with the 0.75 per cent paid on ordinary 
bank accounts. 

Furthermore, more customers now can buy 
money market certificates because the min- 


imum purchase has been cut from the 
equivalent of £62^00 to £6,250. 

Meanwhile, b usiness from income-produc- 
ing loans has been chilled by higher interest 
raxes and by government efforts to cool the 
feverish property market . 

Japan's Central Bank has raised its key rate 
for loans to co mm ercial banks from 2.5 per 
cent to 5.25 percent in the past 1 0 months. In 
turn, co mm ercial banks’ prime Lending rates 
jumped from about 5.5 per cent to around 7.2 
percent. 

"The speed of change is too fast," Takasha- 
shisaid. 


At the same time, the bank of Japan has 
instructed banks to keep property loan 
growth in line with the industry’s overall loan 
growth, instead of their recent pace of double 
the overall rate. The move is aimed at helping 
cool property prices that have jumped 50 per 
cent to 90 per cent annually in Tokyo and 
other major cities since the mid-1 980s. 

Bankshave been dealt a double blow by the 
rapid change. They are paying higher rates on 
customer certificates but are earning 
relatively low interest rates on long-term past 
loans. Anticipating higher rates, many com- 
panies rushed to take out long-term loans 


over the past year, Heaton said-, y ifyfT xj 

Furthermore, loan volume is ma 
said Yoshiaki Takanashi, cJueT of rase" 
Yasuda Trust Bank, Bosutes^ ME 
more of their funds from other ^ 
simply putting off capital spendiug,j^^^ 

Heaton said loan growth, wh^tef 
expanding at 12 percent to 14 per {iota 
now was less than 10 per pent. T . 

Meanwhile, the rapidfattof they^ii 
stock market has hurt the bails’ ,alrat; 
meet international capttd^ad^twcy j 
dards, said Takanashi, at Y asudaTttKL-‘>; 




Japan economy 
losing ground 


Concern at Washington talks 


TOKYO, April 4, (AP;: Japan's sinking stock market and weakening yen reflect a growing lack of 
confidence in the naton's economy and worry over expectedchanges in its structure, analysts said yesterday. 

Traders said many investors are concerned about the outcome or trade talks now underway between the 
United States and Japan in Washington on the structural causes of that nation's $49-billion trade 
imbalance. 

In the talks, called the structural impediments initiative, the United States has pressured Japan to boost its 
public works spending, simplify its complex distribution system, ease the way for large retailers to open 
stores, and tighten enforcement of its anti-monopoly law. 

"Japan will ha ve to make a series of changes in the structural talks, and will have to forget about the old 
structures that supported our stock market boom and the strong yen in the past." said Kenji Maeshiro, a 
stock analyst with Yamaichi Securities Co. 

— "What we need now is to have 

US, Japan work 
on trade deficit 


Many differences remain 


WASHINGTON. April 4. 
( Reuter J: US and Japanese offic- 
ials worked into the night yester- 
day weighing hundreds of pro- 
posals or how to cut the big 
American trade deficit with 
Japan, but problems arose with 
some of the ideas. 

One trade official said, 
however, that they were taking 
the attitude that it was "better be 
right than fast." 

Trade sources close to the two 
days of talks said the United 
States was not satisfied with 
Japanese reluctance to scrap a 
law giving small shops the power 
to veto the opening of super- 
markets. which tend io stock 
foreign products. 

The United States, for its part, 
rebuffed Japanese proposals in 
the structural impediments talks 
that it lake tough action to cut its 
budget deficit, increase savings 
and approve new taxes to curtail 
consumer spending. 

Nobuo Matsunaga. a special 
envoy sent by Japanese Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu to stress 
Japan's commitment to resolv- 
ing the disputes, is to meet with 
President George Bush today. 

US officials said after Mon- 


day's meetings that good 
progress had been made in the 
series of talks which started last 
summer but until now had made 
little progress. 

They added, however, that 
many differences remained 
before an interim report could be 
issued in mid-April. 

The report, in the words of US 
trade representative Carla Hills, f 
was to be a “blueprint" for fur- 
ther action by Japan which is to 
be detailed in a final report on 
removing the impediments to be 
issued in July. 

US officials said the Japanese 
submitted to the American 
negotiators some 250 reforms the 
United States could make in its 
government policies and busi- 
ness practices and the Americans 
cave some 1 00 suggestions to the 
Japanese. 

Separately, the United States 
yesterday announced that Japan 
had agreed to open its multi- 
billion dollar space satellite 
market to foreign satellites. 

US officials said American 
space satellite makers would be 
the likely big beneficiaries of the 
agreement in principle. 


Seoul shelves 'reforms’ 

New steps offered 

SEOUL. April 4. ( AP): South Korea shelved radical economic reforms 
today and pledged fresh financial and other incentives to stimulate its 
sagging economy and exports. 

"Measures have been prepared to bail ournation out of an economic 
crisis," said Vice Prime Minister Lee Seng-yun, who also serves as lop 
economic minister. 

In a joint news conference, economic ministers announced a new set 
of special measures, including the shelving of a system requiring the use 
of real names on all financial transactions. 

The government fears that real-name financial transactions would 
trigger a capital flight and send money into land and housing specula- 
tion, Lee said. 

Millions of investors here have grown accustomed to using pseudon- 
yms and to secret dealings in stocks, bonds and bank accounts. 

Government officials estimate about 10 per cent of all financial 
transactions are conducted using pseudonys and about 30 pec cent of 
bank accounts are kept under false names. 



SHIPS DISCHARGING AT SHUWAIKH PORT AS ON 03/4/90 


B.No. Ship's Name Agent Tel. No. 

14 Alkarim Balship 2436920 

18 Queen Emerald A. Marafie 4848665 

SHIPS EXPECTED AT SHUWAIKH PORT 

ETA Ship's Name Agent Tel. No. 

3/04 Katya Zelenko Al Rashed 2422026 

3/04 IbnBassam Ksa 4843150 

3/04 Uni Superb Sms 4745471 

4/04 Concord Bingo Algh Barwil 4S42988 

SHIPS DISCHARGING AT SHUAIBA PORT 
B.No Ship’s Name Agent TeLNo. 

09 Orient River Isa 2441860 

11 Helena Oldendroflf Isa 2441860 

12 AIHanaD Sager Shaheen 2432692 

19 CemtexYuan Algh Barwil 4842988 

VSL AT ANCHORAGE: 

AlWajba Uasc 4843150 

SHIPS EXPECTED AT SHUAIBA PORT 

ETA Strip's Natm Agent TeLNo. 

01/04 Aji Rsms 2423642 

02/04 Torbay Kromc 2432435 

04/04 Indian Resource Algh Barwil 4842988 

08/04 RanaM A!gftS«frt 4745533 

05/04 Kashima Isa 2441860 

05/0 4 lofcos Garnet Rsms 2423642 

05/04 Aspis KwtTranscont'l 2436920 

05/04 Ocean Rose Algh Barwil 4842988 

06/04 TugKanikaVM S. Shaheen 2432692 

07/04 Roro Bassro Polar Uasc 4843150 

07/04 AlZawraa Uasc 4843150 

08/04 Ambar Rsms 2423642 

15/04 Rita R™* 2423642 

Compiled by: Alghmtm Barwil Shipping Co. WLL, Tai: 4842388/4643988 ext 
3628/3638 Fax No. 4845712. 


ETA 

Ship's Name 

Agent 

3/04 

Katya Zelenko 

A1 Rashed 

3/04 

Ibn Bassam 

Ksa 

3/04 

Uni Superb 

Sms 

4/04 

Concord Bingo 

Algh Barwil 

SHIPS DISCHARGING AT SHUAIBA PORT 


B. No Ship’s Name Agent 

09 Orient River Isa 

1 1 Helena Oldendroflf Isa 

12 AIHanaD Sager Shaheen 

19 CemtexYuan Algh Barwil 

VSL AT ANCHORAGE: 

A1 Wajba Uasc 

SHIPS EXPECTED AT SHUAIBA PORT 


ETA 

Strip's Natm 

Agent 

01/04 

Aji 

Rsms 

02AM 

Torboy 

Krone 

04/04 

Indian Resource 

Akb Barwil 

08/04 

Ft ana M 

AlghSafn 

05/04 

Kashima 

Isa 

05/04 

tokos Garnet 

Rsms 

05/04 

Aspis 

KwtTranscont'l 

05/04 

Ocean Rose 

Algh Barwil 

06/04 

TugKanika VII 

S. Shaheen 

07/04 

Roro Bassro Polar 

Uasc 

07/04 

A1 Zawraa 

Uasc 

08/04 

Ambar 

Rsms 

15/04 

Rita 

Rsms 


“What we need now is to have 
a new approach to slock invest- 
ment in order to cope with the 
new economic structures and 
policies,'' he said. 

So far this year, the Tokyo 
stock exchange's Nikkei stock 
average has rallen more than 
10.000 points, or 26 per cent, 
from a record 38,915.78 at the 
end of 1989. 

The market's total value also 
has dropped quickly — at the 
close of trading yesterday, it 
stood at 456.8 trillion yen (S2.87 
trillion), down from 611.15 
trillion yen (S3.84 trillion) at the 
end of last year. 

The recent string of stock 
market plunges was topped by 
Monday’s drop of 1,978.38 
points, or 6.59 per cent, in the 
Nikkei's second-largest single- 
day dive ever, as the US dollar 
surged to a three-year high 
against the Japanese yen. 

The only larger single-day loss 
was during the “Black Monday" 
global stock crash on Oct 20. 
1987. when the Nikkei shed 
3.836.48 points, or 14.9 percent, 
to close at 21.910.08. 

As the market has continued 
its steep declines securities 
dealers and analysts have 
repeatedly lowered their predic- 
tions for the Nikkei's bottom, 
with most estimates now near the 
27.000-level. 

Following yesterday's 757.65- 
poinl. or 2.7 per cent, rebound, 
traders' predictions were 
divided. Some said the market 
had bottomed out, while others 
said market nervousness and 
pessimism would continue in 
coming weeks. 

Josen Takahashi, chief econ- 
omist at the Mitsubishi Research 
Institute, said the market plun- 
ges had their origion in recent 
inflationary pressure. 

Due in part to the yen’s weak- 
ness, wholesale prices rose a 
relatively high 3.8 per cent in the 
second 1 0 days of March from a 
year earlier, as Japan posted a 
$4,907 billion current account 
surplus in February, down 32.4 
per cent from a year earlier. 

Takahashi said inflationary 
pressures began forming last 
year, when market players dis- 
regarded rising short-term 
interest rates and continued to 
push up share prices, going 
against economic fundamentals. 

To catch up with the rising 
short-term interest rates, the 
Bank of Japan last year boosted 
its key official discount rate three 
times, from 2.5 per cent to 4.25 
per cent, followed by an 
additional 1 per cenlage point 
hike on March 25 this year to 
5.25 percent. 

Market players had expected 
the most recent increase to come 
shortly after parliamentary elec- 
tions on Feb 18, and blamed the 
extended delay with further des- 
tablising stock prices and the 
yen. 

Despite its recent heavy 
market intervention, the Bank of 
Japan, the nation's central bank, 
had been unable to halt the yen's 
decline. 

Because of the intervention, 
Japan’s foreign currency and 
gold reserves suffered their lar- 
gest fall ever in March, dropping 
$6,947 billion to $73,496 trillion, 
the Finance Ministry reported 
Monday. 
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Helping hand 

A Chinese labourer gets a helping hand from his co-worker as they j 
carry boxes down a Hong Kong street on Tuesday. Commercial j 
unloading of goods is often performed in this fashion because of the ! 
steep narrow alleys in the city. (Reuter wtrephofo) j 


Tunisia's accession on July 1 j 

GATT rejects; 
EEC charges i 


GENEVA, April 4, (Agencies): 
A GATT disputes panel yester- 
day rejected European Econ- 
omic Community charges that it 
had bent world trade rules by 
faulting anti-dumping measures 
the EEC took against some 
Japanese assembly plants in 
Europe. 

Delegate sources said that a 
member of the three-man panel 
took the unusual step of respond- 
ing to the EEC complaints when 
the panel report came before a 
regular session of the ruling 
council of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Tr» ,e 
(GATT). 

Once panel reports are submit- 
ted, discussion is usually con- 
fined to delegations from the 
world trade forum's 96 member 
states. 

The panel upheld a Japanese 
complaint that EEC duties 
imposed by Brussels on Japanese 
electronic products assembled at 
plants within the community 
were contrary to GATT rules, 
and it recommended that they 
should be amended. 

The EEC argued the duties 
were justified because Japanese 
firms were circumventing anti- 
dumping duties on these goods 
by shipping parts to be assem- 
bled at what it calls “screwdriver 
plants” inside the communiy. 

Dumping is the practice of sell- 
ing imports at prices below those 
charged by the producer on its 
domestic market. 

The panel member, Tim 
Groser of New Zealand, hit back 
in answer to a letter he said the 
EEC had sent to the panel 
challenging its finding s and ask- 
ing it to reconsider them. 

EEC delegate Christoph Bail 
followed up the letter with a ver- 
bal attack at the council session- 

Hesaid the panel findings were 
based on “a formalistic and 
extremely narrow interpretation 
of GATT rules which seems not 


only contrary to common sense, 
but also contrary to established 
principles of interpretation of 
international law.” 

“The panel seems to fun- 
damentally misrepresent the 
very nature of GATT and ignore 
well-established principles of 
interpretation of international 
agreements," Bail added. 

He said the panel gave no 
guidance on how countries 
should deal with the problem of 
circumvention of anti-dumping 
duties through establishment of 
“screwdriver assembly plants.” 

The date for the signing of 
7 .’nisia’s protocol of accession 
to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) has 
been set Tor 1 July, 1990, it was 
decided at the GATT council 
meeting yesterday. 

Briefing newsmen in the after- 
noon and later again m the even- I 
ing, a spokesman for GATT 
indicated that the international 
process for ratifying the protocol 
of accession to GATT by Tunisia 
was still to be completed. 

The Soviet Union’s bid for 
observer status in the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
was deferred until the council's 
next session in mid-May, accord- 
ing to a spokesman for the 96- 
nation trade forum. 

Moscow’s application was 
noted at a GATT council meet- 
ing yesterday, and consultations 
will continue until the next ses- 
sion, said the spokesman on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

The United States told the 
GATT council that it had settled 
a dispute with Seoul on South 
Korean restrictions on imports 
of American beef. 

Australia and New Zealand at 
once complained that they had so 
far been unable to reach similar 
arrangements with South Korea. 

Korean delegates said Seoul 
would hold new talks later this 
month with those two countries. 


Boeing investigates sabotage: The Boe- 

ingCo-ismvesti gating an apparent case ofindustrial 
sabotage, after a jetliner failed tests because of wires 
that had been cut. 

“It dearly seems to have been deliberate,” T. Craig 
Martin, Boeing commercial airplane group spokes- 
man, said late Monday in an interview. “The 
evidence at this point would suggest it would be an 
employee but we want to find out for sure.” (AP) 

■ • • 

Smallest video camera: jvc (Victor co. of 
Japan) announced Wednesday it will market next 
month a new modular component video system 
featuring the world’s smallest and lightest video 
cassette recorder and the world's smallest video 

<*arnfra 

The Tokyo-based company said the new system 
c?h take on any function or configuration to meet the 
user's needs and applications as each of oomponen ts 
has specific functions, including recording, shooting, 
broadcast receiving, playback and power source. 

The company said the system is compatible with 
the ingraitfri base of its VHS-format video cassette 
recorders. (UPI) 

• * • 

SAS profits fall: Scandinavian Airlines Sys- 
tem (SAS) said on Tuesday that its profits before 
extraordinary items fell 40 per cent last year to 2.2 1 
biffioa crowns (S360 million). 

It blamed the fall on investments of almost 10 
billion crowns in 1 989, which burdened it with heavy 
interest payments. 

“The huge investments have of course brought 
greater capital costs, such as depredation and 
interest. This was in line with our forecast,” Jon 
Carlzon, SAS president and chief executive officer, 
said. He promised 1990 profits would rise. (Reuter) 

Letter of intent signed: a West German 
firm signed a letter of intent for the purchase of 
subsidiaries of the giant Daimler-Benz group, 
specialized in marine technology, a company 
statement said Tuesday. 

The Deutsche Aerospace subsidiary of Daimler- 
Benz. said it had signed the agreement with tbe West 
German Bremen WuStzn AG fizmand that a detailed 

c on t ra ct would be negotiated by May. (UPI) 

• • * 

Record profits again: West Germany’s big 
threecbomcalcompianies posted record profits again 
in 1989 despite weaker fourth-quarter earnings , but 
share analysts bcfcve profits will at best be flat this 
year. 

BasT AG. Hoechst AG and Bayer AG are all likely 
to raise 1989 dividends by at least onemark.(abont 60 . 
cents) to 13 marks (7^63 dollars K - .- > ■* r J 

Basf. tiw biggest, criebraringits 125th anniversary. : 
this year, may even baud shareholders -an additional ’ * 
one^uark bonus. (Renter) . .. X" 

* * ■ * 

Pedriney announces profit: The French * 

afummram and packaging group Pcchiney, taking -• 
advantage of high alnmmnmi prices and strong 
/frmgnri announced Tuesday 3.33 fnfiion francs 
(S579 million) in 1989 net consolidated profit, a 67 
per cent increase over the previous year. 

Picdriogy. which acquired American Can Com- 
pany of the United Stales for 21 billion francs (S3 J 
biflionjin 1988, reported 88.47 ixffion francs (SI5.46 • j 
baboo) in turnover last year, a 72 per cent increase 
from the 51.31 biQion francs ($8.97 billion) in tur- - 
nover during the previous exercise. (UPI) 

Fed approves trust venture: The federal , 

Reserve Board said Tuesday it approved tbe applica- 
tion of Wells Fargo and Co to establish a joint 
venture with Nikko Securities LuL, of Tokyo to 
engage in trust company activities. 

Wells Fargo, headquartered in San Francisco, is 
tbe eighth largest banking organization in the United 
States and engages in a wide range of non-bank 
businesses. Nikko is a major Japanese investment 
house. 

“The investment advisory activities and the trust 
company services that tbe joint ventures propose to 
conduct in this case are ... permissible activities Tor . 
both bank holding companies and banks,” tbe Bed 
said. (UPI) 

* * • 

Reuters reporters protest us-baaed jour- 
nalists at the news agency Reuters are withholding 
their bylines from stories to protest management 
contract proposals. 

The byline strike begun Monday will last three 
days, said the newspaper Guild, which represents 
about 500 Reuters employees around the country, 
including 150 journalists. Their contract expired Frt> 


Performance 

Video games 
test efficiency 


SAN FRANCISCO, April 4. (Reuter): 
Instead of random . testing employees'; 


companies in the United Steles are switch- 
ing to video games to measure how wdT ; 
staff can do thei r work. . ; X •- . 

“We are seeing more and more r ndi.j 
technology in this area, because pedpfe. . ;m 
realise the shortcomings of ' urinalysis 
tests," said Edward Chen, an Ametrcan -- £■: 
Civil Liberties Union lawyer who speoal^' ' 
ises in drug-testing cases. v ; >- ■ 

The new tests are ieon^pirter 


on a video-display terminal 7 so managers 1 
can assess their ability to. fot - . 

drive a truck or operate heavy machinery.' - , •*< 

Civil libertarians are. atjCractaJ to the . 
new devices because they objectively^. 
measure worker impairment rather than ' 
the level of a prohibited substance. 

“As an application for fitness pfduty - --:. 
you don’t know whether, they canYpass ' 
the test because tbdr wife wadked^dui on 
them or whether they are stone# 
their mind on drugs or alcofipL^ of they’re, ' - 1 
just tired." said David Vinson; inventOtof ; 
one such system. - •' -5 - j; 

The potential market for computer- ~ 
related testing is unknownbut itcouid be y; ' 
huge since employees who are unfit to 
perform their work costs TJS businesses .- . 
tens of billidnk of doltara annually,; 

• analysts said, j- y . "• . ’ ..•> V- . 

Performance Factors Inc of Cafifonna,- - 
m Lrod uced the Factor One test in January, 
and the product is now being used by bw, v 
trucking and oil tanker companies. v ^ 


employee. Performance Factor 
Mark Silverman sakL : : • 1 : . ' 


This is the first time the^ navy’s su{yly support^; 

. group has awarded a worid-wide contract to one / ■ 
supplier rorommiezri2Uhrahd]iti7rieaBts.M(^ wSl 
supply thirteen diffacm rffodpas, estimated ^ be in - 
excess of one million gaobosin the first yen; tc.il 0 ■ 
P 01 *- ■ 

Japan’s auto sales rises sate of pasam^v , 

cars, trucks and buses in Japan rose by n.4per .cew.;. i , 
from a year earlier to a record &844m3ircid ut fiscal ^ 
1989. which ended March 3U the Japan AntiMBobiJe < 
Dealere’ Association ^dToesiby.V,: ;.:' ? ^ 

It was the first time that ariiina) aife * fa&rinjiisiL 
sod 5 million, and the ttod^ ^year in * row t^Lnair : ‘' 
sales records have been set (AP) • 

* f . -V 

Waterford to strike: Workm ar iieiaiKrs o. 

^orld-renowned Waterford Crysfal fectop hare. 
voted to strike from Thursday in p^winan-.’'' 
agement cost-cutting plans. - . • 7 ‘ }■ X 

A spokesman for the debt-riddaj firm, that ha»V ; :7 
been hard hit by a sluxnpm its crucial US and British 
markets said it was “shocked and disaanxndtzdar the . 


unwarranted reaction of the workers/; (Reuter) > ■> '• 

Joint venture In Bangkok: Hantyu 

pepartmenr Store Inc. said Tuesday itwiDsrt i^j-a' 7. 
joint venture in Bangkok with Thailand's latest - 

Central 7 

foodsaladeparanentoo the basemen roftlie Central , ^ 
World Trade Centre to be opeoedby the Thai partner-, 
in September 1990. (UPT) • r . . ; .5 7 ,. 

Kyushu agrees pri< % hike: KyushuHectiK , 

PowerCo.hasagFeeatoaSL7peftoiLnicz)e^ieintbe 


fiscal 1 990, which begair April I , tbe company repor- •- 

Lebanese pound plunges Reform S 

Amid political turmoil 


BEIRUT, April 4, (Reuter): Hie been killed and 2,800 wounded in 

Lebanese pound lost more than fierce tank, artillery and rocket 
1 .7 per cent of its value in Beirut’s battles between troops of Gen- 

foreign exchange market yestcr- era! Michel Aoun and Lebanese 
day amid a political deadlock Forces (LF) militiamen, 

and fears of renewed violence. The sources said the destruc- 

The Central Bank said the tion of industries, factories ins- 
pound closed at 585.00 to the US titutions and banks in East 

dollar, 10 pounds down from Beirut and massive damage to 
Monday’s close of 575.00. the main power stations, water 

Banking sources linked the pumps and fuel tanks have 
drop in the value of the ailing exhausted tbe country's already 

currency to the failure of battered economy. 3 

mediators to end & two-month- Another reason for the 
old war for control of Lebanon's pound's plunge was increasing 

Christian enclave. demand for the US dollar in the 

More than 900 people have market, they said. 


MOSCOW, April 4, (Rehtay, A sen- r 
. ior Soviet offioal md yesterday. that 

a govdnmentrefdnh packaged res- 
cue tbe country’s economy by creal; . 
mgamarkrt system fitcedsttong res-/ 
istanrearalnn^tevmbeit^ri^d:;- 
Andrei Orlov, senior aide to 
Deputy Prime Minister Laonid 
Abalkrn and one of^the'ajain 
architects of tbe pJaa,.fekf tbe gov- 
emmeni oewspaper l2ve«ja diM^ 
political dedston on vdu& pMteP* 
follow would have to bettken soo& : 
is a very afroas; view tbat 


General Motors names Stempel to head new management team 


rLTROiT. April 4, (Reuter): General 
Motors, the world's largest automaker 
whose US market share has eroded over 
tbe past decade, named Robert Stempel 
yesterday to head a newly structured man- 
agement team and succeed Roger Smith, 
who plans to retire. 

Stempel, 56, currently GM president, 
will assume his new posts of chairman and 
chief executive on August 1 . Smith, who 
previously said he would retire this sum- 
mer. will leave office on July 31 shortly 


after he turns 65. 

Lloyd Reuss, 53, currently an executive 
vice president at GM, has been elected 
president to succeed Stempel, the com- 
pany said. Reuss will have responsibility 
for all North American operations ana 
world-wide automotive components. 

The new management team also 
includes the appointments of two vice 
chairman, John Smith Jr., 51 and Robert 
Schultz, 59, who will continue to oversee 
international operations and GM‘s non- 


auto operations respectively. 

The formation of the new team is in 
recognition of the growing importance of 
GM’s profitable overseas operations and 
non-auto units like GM Hughes Electron- 
ics and Electronic Date Systems, while still 
focusing on core automaking operations. 
Smith said. The team will report directly to 
Stempel. 

Stempel said the new structure of CM'S 
top management is a reflection of his team. .. 
approach. "I'm a team-oriented guy.’’ he . 


told a news conference. 

The naming of Stempel, an engineer by 
training, to take over the helm ofGM is a 

break from the company’s tradition GM 

usually chooses chief executives from its 
financial staff. 

He faces Ihe daunting task of turning 
around the automaker s huge but troubled " 
North American auto business. Barelv 
profitable, it is suffering from a nuinberof 
woes, including too many assembly plants 
high costs, tough competition and lack!.’ 
suter products. 
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Happy birthday 


with the correct hole in the picture. 










Qutbuddin H. Lokhand- 

Fatima Q Gheev/ala tur- 

Denny George turns 4 

Diana Dias turns 9 today 

Kevin Manuel turned 5 on 

wala turns 7 on April 10. 

ned 2 on March 31. 

today April 5 

April 5 

April 4 




.... ? 



Kristel Dacosta turns 3 on 

Aldrich Castelmo turns 4 

Madiha Ehsanuihaq turns 

Satish Das turned 8 on 

Mandeel Chada turns 9 on 

April 8 

on April 8 

4 on April 9 

March 28 

March 6 
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Wordsearch 



COMPUTER WHIZ 


Computers art here to slay. and If you don't know anything about them, a 
could be a handicap. We’oe come up with a list of 34 computer-related words 
that should help you learn something about the u>ay they work. 

BASIC 

FUNCTION 

MUSIC 

ROM 

BOOK 

GOTO 

NUMBER 

RUN 

BYTE 

JOYSTICK 

PRINT 

SHIFT 

CARTRIDGES 

KEYBOARD 

PRINTER 

SOUND 

CASSETTE 

LINGO 

PROGRAMS 

SYNTAX 

CHIP 

MEMORY 

RAM 

SYSTEM 

DISC 

MODEM 

READOUT 

TAPE RECORDER 

ERROR 

MODULATOR 

READY 


EXPANDER 

MONITOR 

RETURN 

/ 


Sort them and count th 


Amazing facts 

A ram adds an additional spiral section to 
, it$ horns every year. 

( The soirthimmaostmaimcd.lightl»OiUse>io'. 

1 ; the world is Cape Pembroke Lighthouse in 
the Falkland Islands. 

The official cause of death of George IV 
i was listed as rupture of the stomach blood 
0 vessels, alcoholic cirrhosis, gout, nephritis 
and dropsy. 

The bayonet is named after the French 
town Bayonne. 

Milan cathedral took 579 years to build 
and seats a congregation of 40,000. 

The official name for Libya is ‘Splaj’, the 
Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jama- 
hiriya. 

The archer fish can hit an insect up to 122 
cm away with drops of water squirted from 
its mouth. 


It takes 5 tons of rock to produce a piece of 
gold the size of a trouser button. 

The nineteenth chapter of the Second 
Book of Kings and the thirty seventh chap* 
ter.of Jsajgft we^almpst identical. .. ... .., 

Following one of his victories the four- 
teenth-century Turkish chief Tamerlane 
built 1 20 pyramids containing the heads of 
80,000 of the defeated enemy. 

Oliver Cromwell won two important bat- 
tles on September 3 — those of Worcester 
and Dunbar. He also died on September 3, 
1658. 

When the Hong Kong Jockey Club 
racecourse collapsed and caught fire in 
February 1918, 604 people were killed. 

Nadia Comaneci, a 14-year-old Roman- 
ian gymnast, received 7 perfect marks in 
the 1 976 Olympics. 

The second largest religion is Islam 
(Muslim) with about 550,000,000 foll- 
owers called M usiims. 
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Letters And Stamps 
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Look althe pictures. Four of them tell a story. Colour the pictures that 
tell the story. Write numbers in the boxes io put the story in order. 
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Mind your manners 

, *e+u*A« v on the boys faces when s 


By Julie Hodgson school at the turn 

Well when she 

“WELL I say,” said Mrs Chang as a walked up to tl 

group ofboyspushedpassedher. They passed them, an 

just ran away without saying sorry. her nose in the a 
Mrs Chang thought that it was time ted, the boys wei 

that those young boys learnt a lesson, ran up to her . 

as she was tired ofbeing pushed passed “Hey, who d 

in the marketplace or shops, no one lady,” one boy s 

seemed to know the word “excuse me” “Just you listi 

or “sorry.” you stroll aroui 

The verv neat day at the market she own the place, \ 

noffi&e group of boys who > 

always hung around the marketplace, YOU snowM 

goodness Imows what dieir parents yommannere, ? 
thought as they should have been m ■ j 

Dear Junior Readers, 

Whether you are fasting or not you must try to drink at 

least six glasses of water a day. 

Water cleanses your system washing away a lot or 
bacteria which would otherwise cause spots. It helps the 
kidneys perform adequately, allowing them to rid your 
body of the poisons which result from digestion and other 
bodily functions. Water also keeps your system from 
dehydrating in Kuwait's harsh weather. ^ 

If you are not fasting then you can drink your water 
throughout the day. If you are fasting you will have dnnk 
all yourwater between breakfast and imsak. Further, rfyou 
eat salty foods or drink tea or coffee then a higher water 
intake is essential. Manal 


Colouring time 


school at the time of the day. 

Well when she saw them, she boldly 
walked up to the boys and pushed 
passed them, and then strode of with 
hernose in the air. Just as she suspec- 
ted, the boys were very angry and they 
ranuptoher. . , 

“Hey, who do you think you are 

lady,” one boy sneered. 

“Just you listen to ME young man, 
you stroll around this town as if you 
own the place, pushing passed people 
without a care m the world. It s time 
YOU showed respect and minded 
your manners,” she shouted. 

Yr*»» ra n imagine the shocked look 


on the boys feces when she shouted at 
them, it embarassed them because 
they were in the street and people had 
stopped to see what the commotion 

was. , 

Much to Mrs Chang’s surprise they 
humbly apologised and told her they 
would watch out in future. The peep 1 *- 
that stood around them agreed with 
Mrs Chang and clapped when she 

walked away. „ 

“Well that’s a good job well done, 
she smiled to herself. With that she 
walked off and did the rest of her 
shopping secretly smiling to herseil oi 
what had happened. 



How many legs ? ^ nl)lnber leg! ; 

Draw a line to connect the animals wi • 















or cut abouf20 
aped pieces of thin card 







Paint or crayon butterflies on. 
of the cards. 


each 







Alan had just asked his 
father for an increase in his 
pocket money. 

k Whatdo you wantmore 
monev foiT demanded his 


Just for laughs! 

father. 

•Well, Fm thirteen now, 
Dai’ explained the lad. 


and I’m thinkingof going 
out with girls.’ 

‘Girts? What kind of 
girls?* 

‘Giris with money.’ 




Colour large dots from one to six on 
each of the wings. 

Share out the cards with a *riend and 
take it in turns to Say down a card. 

Remember, only a wing with the 
same number of dots can go next to 
another similar wing. — 

The winner is the person to use up all 
his or her cards first. 
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The Goops again 


Rock Icicles 


mr? 



Water with weak acid in it can eat away the minerals in some kinds of rock to 
make caves. When water keeps seeping through the ceiling of such a cave, it 
leaves dissolved minerals behind on the cave ceiling that look like icicles 
(stalactites). Some dissolved minerals drip to the floor and make what look like 
upside-down icicles (stalagmites). 


DEERLY 

BELOVED.... 



? Can stalactites and 
stalagmites be made 
using Epsom salts and 
Q water? Check your answer. 

Materials Needed: Epsom salts, water, 
shoebox, string, washers or nails, 2 jars 


Hypothesis 




□ Yes 




INTERRUPTION 

Don’t interrupt your father when he’s telling 
funny jokes; 

Don’t interrupt your mother when she s 
entertaining folks 


Don’t interrupt the visitors when they have 


come to call 


In fact, it’s generally wiser 


not to interrupt at all. 


□ No 4 Si 
4 (> i 


Procedure: 

1. Cut a cave hole opening in the front 
of a shoebox. 

2. Mix Epsom salts and water in two 
jars. 

3. Follow your teacher’s directions for 
string. 

4. Watch dripping and formation for one 

week. : , . 

5. Draw a picture of your week-old cave. 




H mHI 


Is your birthday to come soon? 

Are you a regular reader of the Junior Times? 

Well, now is the chance to letyourfrlends know that it 
is your birthday! 

Or maybe you would like to surprise your best friend, 
brother or sister by putting their picture in for them. 
The details we need are: 

Name: 

Date of birth: 

School: 


Results and Conclusions 

1. Could you make stalactites and stalagmites? 

2. Is that what you thought you could do? — 

3. What did you learn? 


Telephone: 

(confidential) 


Your 

favourite 

most 

recent 

picture 

(4x6) 


Send to: 

ARAB£TimES 

Junior Times 
P.O.Box 2270 
13023, Safat, 
Kuwait 


tags ptoass ssnd 













Indian Film 


. t ■—■—■I — ■ — | 

idea s, faces invaded cinema in ‘trendy ’ 80 s 


High risk ’90s launch ‘Oye Oye’ generation 



Sujata Mehta in Pratighaat: this N. Chandra movie furthered the wave of vioience. 


F* 




‘Kiss and tell’ tales 


Deception, by Philip Roth 
(Simon and Scfcnster, 208 pp-, $18.95) 

Near the end of Philip Roth’s 13th novel, the 
unnamed female protagonist suggests she write her 
own version of the novel we've just read. She wants 
to call it “kiss and tell.” 

That title could serve nearly as well as the one 
Roth has chosen. Deception, for this work by one of 
America's most consistently intriguing novelists is 
about kissing and telling — with the emphasis on the 
telling. 

Being a Roth novel it is also about much more. 
Roth has always been interested -in playing with 
literary forms and Deception is no different. The 
book is lilerallv all talk, stripped of all authorial 
comment, all description except that given in con- 
versation, all unstated observation. 

At the heart of the telling are a pair ©Hovers: an 
Araerican-Jewish author named Philip ana a well- 
to-do Londoner who visits the writer in his studio 
flat.. And they talk — wittily, intelligently, 
^voraciously and endlessly — before making love, 
after' making love, sometimes instead ot making 

They touch on their domestic discomforts, on sex. 
on anti-Semitism, on writing. And there are other 
conversations as well, including, finally, a confron- 
tation with Philip’s wife. She has discovered the 
notebook that is the novel in which all these conver- 
sations — including, of course, the conversation 
with the wife discovering the notebook — are recor- 

dC What’s going on here? It’s Roth up to his old 
tricks exploring the ambiguity between fact and 
fiction the uncertainty and complexity of identity, 
the* question of how the imaginaiion imersKU ^th 

ream v. It is a theme he can t seem to let go orbut mat 

he consistently carries off with verve, invention and 
even if a. .«« it becomes a b» 

t * I Roth*s books show his unerring ear fordiaJoguo 
Deception is no exception and u sfasi paced and tun 

t/ 1 * bool 

The Renegades of Pent, by Anne McCaffrey 

^ "^SfreS T*-™ ******* ° f 

Pern. i**very bit jeered McCaffrey 

somethingyou are IjkeJvto org w ho feels. 

The renegades cheated of inherit- 

probably c0rrec ^L^of her sex. udvThellawas 
ing a vast state I because < ofta x* ^ wcnl t0 her 

firstborn, but the wealth a anan ged marriage. 

half-brother. ^fff lls 7 0 carle out herown domain. 
Thella takes to the bus to ^ e mode | Thelb thinks 
But she is no femmst throat lo gain a slight 
nothing of slitting someone s tnroai s- 

advantage. . jd a recurrence of 

Her exploits take s0 long that most 

timuri mTiicli has not been * ij oMin 


The residents o: “ h carving out a 

^jacefarerSi who sp«rt so environinen i that they 
feg in a sometime bosuj ^ ong ihe stars- Thj 

SSBS* 


jp&scssx 


A Present of Things Past, by Theodore Draper 
(Hill and Wang, 305 pp. $25) 

Theodore Draper is one of the best essayists on 
modern history currently writingand his new collec- 
tion of 10 essays confirms and extends that jud- 
gement. 

in these pieces, drawn primarily from the New 
York review of books, the New Republic and Dis- 
sent magazine. Draper demonstrates both a breadth 
of vision and a meticulous handling of the sources of 
the historical record. 

Thus some of the most interesting and charged 
pieces here are passionately fell, but carefully and 
reasonably argued, critiques of the abuse and misuse 
of the historian’s task and the journalist’s craft . He 
can be devastating and instructive at the same time. 

Draper takes on the fad of “novelistic journalistic 
history’’ as represented by such books as Strobe 
Talbott’s Deadly Gambits, which purports to give 
the inside Story of Ronald Reagan's nuclear arras 
control policy but which relies on a novelistic retell- 
ing of episodes based on anonymous sources. 
Draper raises disturbing questions about the phen- 
omenon that Talbott's response (also printed m the 
book) fails to rebut. 

There are also two essays on American commun- 
ism. Draper’s Forte, in which he challenges the 
revisionist, new left-influenced effort lo make 
.American followers of Moscow’s line into folk 
heroes, a blistering analysis of the seemingly 
deliberate distortions in neo-conservative histones 
of the Yalta agreements and the post-war settlement 
of Europe, and two penetrating looks at the Iran- 
Contra affair. . , „ . .. 

It is a provocative and bracing look at the world as 
it has recently unfolded. 

Tycoon, by Terry Pringle 

(Algonquin Books of Chapel HiE, 281 pp., $18.95) 

Bill Brewster is the local oil driller's son, seemin- 
gly blessed by the fates with a life of ease and a lovely 
girlfriend. 

His life was just fine, in fact, until the day Stan 
Gaines came back to Abilene, Texas. Gaines wasn’t 
particularly popular in high school, there were 
rumours aboui what his mother did besides being a 
maid, and even now, Gaines doesn’t seem to have 
any poise. But he docs have plenty of ambition. 

And Gaines hustles and Bill does not. In fact, 
throughout much of this often funny novel. Bill sits 
pretty much on the sidelines waiting for Sian to fall 
fiat on his face — and watching as he succeeds 
beyond all odds, even marrying Bi (is girl. 

Fourtunately Bill — and author Terry Pringle — 
has a good sense of humour and a knack for describ- 
ing events and not a few odd characters as he’s 
carried along in Gaines’ wake. Will Bill forever be 
content to react instead of act? Readers will spend an 
enjoyable few hours finding out. 

This l Promise You, by Tracy Stern 
(Simon and Schuster, 343 pp., $19.95) 

As addicting as a box of rich chocolates. This I 
Promise Yon is one of those books you can’t put 

d °h is a story of heroism, heartbreak and determin- 
ation as Kati fights to keep her family’s legacy of 
managing a world class hotel — only to have it sold 
out from under by her mother. 

But Kati is a heroine with gnt, and from Pans to 
Baden-Baden. West Germany, she works to win it 
back. 

This I Promise You “ is sweet but not sappy rags- 
10 -richcs story. 


By Firoze RangoomvaUa 

Arab Times correspondent 

APRIL slands for the season of spring and an occasion 10 celebrate. It is 
also a joyous moment for this columnist who has completed ten years 
with Arab Times, having started in April 1980. 

A great deal happened in the last aecade. erratic, exciting SO's. We 
woukjji refer to call them the trendy ten years, when several new people 
invaded the media scene, many old traditions changed and new trends 
were set on stream. The electronic media became a tough threat to the 
seventy year old cinema w hile also feeding freely on its material. There 
were constant danger signals flashed about the collapse of cinema. 

Of course there was a lot of frivolity in the output of the SO's and the 
quality was never so bad before. It was a heritage coming from the 
shallow 70’s when ihiserosion had started. And it may reach its climax 
in the 90’s when the century ends. 

At the start of the 1 asi deca de . ihe craze for v iolence w as no 1 so strong. 
Triangular romances like Dos tana and Aasha. family dramas like Judai. 
dance-musicals like Karz were big hits. Films like Ek Baar Phir ( Deepti ) 
Ackrosh (Smita ) or Khubsoorat ( Rekha I could have a decent release and 
run. 

On the contrary, the big once took a beating like Amitabh and 
Shashi's Do Aur Do Paunch, also Sholay Sippy’s Shaun and B.R. 
Chopra’s ambitious Burning Train. B.R. also introduced an ugly note 
with Insaaf ka Tarazu. a copy of Lipstick, bringing sexy scenes and a 
new anti-hero called Raj Babbar. Its enormous success was the first 
blow struck in favour of evil and against good. No wonder, the whole 
decade saw a rise in blatant cases of rape in the country. 

After a year, Umrao Joan ' w on awards: and its profits proved that all 
was still not lost, the cycle of young love stories (spectacularly cmpleted 
in 1 990 by Maine Pyar Kivu was started a decade ago with Love Story. 
Ek Duje Ke Live. Rocky. Beiaab. and Prem Geet (with Babbar becom- 
ing the good hero). The older heroes accepted their fade-out at last and 
started productions to launch the sons .... Kumar Gaurav, S unjay Dull. 
Sunny Dcol, KunalGoswami, Rajeev Kapoor, Suneil Anand. wiLh new 
heroiness like Amriu Singh. Tina M unim and Vijayeta. And there was 
the southern pair Kamalahasan and Rati Agnihoiri. Some clicked, 
some crawled and some are still trying. If Amitabh had mega hits like 
Lawaris and Nasecb then better films like Albert Pinto or Sharadhanjali 
could also be winners. In fact, it was the peak period of art cinema 
conquering box-office. Manoj Kumar in his own style got apatiiotic hit 
in Kranti. 

The following year saw the disco mania emerging, with Mithun as a 
dancing hero of sons in Disco Dancer and with Bhappi Lahiri as a 
rhythm king. There were a variety of hits like the M uslim social ‘Sikaah 
with old-wor!dish songs, the' romantic comedy-cum-melodrama 
Kaamchor. R.K’s progressive masala film Prem Rag. the Amitabh — 
Shashi tandem Namak Halal. Subhash Ghai’s big canvas Vidhata and 
art film id ChowringheeLane. Of course, there were grand debacles too. 

Amitabh had his bad spell even then, with turnips like Mahaan. 
Bemisaai. Pukar, Yaarana. But he could recover wi th Coolie and the big 
media hype ofhis accident and danger spell in hospital, with the prime 
minister paying a visit. MeanwhiJenew stars emerged like Jackie Shroff 
and Meenakshi in Hero. Anil Kapoor in Woh Saat Din and the biggest 
of all. glamour girl Sri Devi in Himmaiwala. This new crop soared high, 
as Attenborough made Gandhi. Govind Nihalani scored Ardh Satya as 
the most successful art film, Rajesh Khanna displayed the final flickers 
with Avtaar, Shekhar Kapoor made medium — budget Masoom a 
popular success and Kamal Amrohi's Razia Sultan became the 
decade’s disaster. But it was Jeetendra who became the most bankable 
star.' 

Another copy by B.R. Chopra, of Death Wish in the form of Aaj ki 
A waaz, hit the jackpot and set long-term trends for injustice (rape and 
murder) opposed by vendetta with weapons, gory' violence and dis- 
regard for law and police. In contrast, the first 3-D films Chhota Chetan 
and extremely innocent fantasy was also a big hit. The political film of 
protest and revenge also took roots with Aaj Kn M.L.A.. Inquilab etc. 
though only in formula garb. Better films like Sparsh. Jaane Bhi Do 
Yaaron. Mohan Joshi and Suraansh could still hare their day. 

The mid-80's saw a drastic change in trends and a swing towards sure 
success: violence. This despite the fact that a weepy romance like Pyar 
Jhukta Nahin was a record-breaker. Dimple made a surprise comeback 
with Saagar but had to wait to reach the top bracket. Films which left 
their impress on cinegoers and on copy-cat producers were violent ones 
like N. Chandra's Ankush followed by Pratighat. It was the same 
formula in a different pseudo-real garb, like Rahul Rawail’s Arjun, J.P. 
Dutta’s Ghulami. B. Subhash’s Aandhi Too/an. Subahsh Ghai’s Meri 
Jung and titles like Maa Kasam. Durga. Insaaf Main Karungacic. In the 
process small meaningful ones like Kamla, Paar, Utsav were all but 
wiped out. except Tawaif. 

But the decade resounded with the jingle of money and sizzled with 
the deductive charm of new heroine. Mandakini, when Raj Kapoor’s 
last film Ram Teri Ganga Maili hit the screen. Once again, romance, 
songs, wide screen and daring exposure had opened a gold-mine but the 
industry rightly said that only R.K. could carry it off. Others who tried 
fell flat indeed. After this came the last four (and worst) years of the 
decade. There were hardly any films to crow about and the hit or flop 
situation became as speculative as the stock market. 

Some sincere attempts getting lukewarm response were Ek Chaadar 
Maili Si, the dream of some talented people of the 60’s like Geeta Bali. 
New Delhi Times, Naache Mayuri. Noam were other such ventures. 
Mahesh Bhalt showed the path to video-TV by making Janam for an 
ad. agency. Many big producers, driven to the brink by debts, took to 
TV serials and minted money again, now at the cost of television 
quality. The industry has to turn to snakes and “lantrics” for a change 
and this yielded a big money — spinner Nagina. Subhash Ghai could 
not make a block-buster out of Karma. Dada Kondke’s vulgar 
comedies remained a safe bet. A new dancing star in Mithun’s shoe- 
steps was Govinda, who arrived with Ilzaam and typified the instant 
non-actor of the new generation. 

Feroz Khan’s five year project Jaanbaaz was well made but got 
average results. The late K. Asifs jinxed dream Love and God was 
released after ten years but in such a battered form that it was rejected 
within ten days. Women’s cinema got a push with Apama Sen’s 
Paroma, Sai Paranjpe's Katha and Kalpana Lajmi’s Ek Pal ... .all about 
women’s sexuality. Pushpak was a rare experiment of silent film. Mirch 
Masala came as an art film with formulas behind the curtain. 

Fun and fantasy brought big money again in Mr. India with Sri 
Devi's stock hitting the sky. Drama of tangled relations paid off in 
Khudgarz. But producers only listened to the bell tolled by action and 
mayhem. After all how many people can make the dramatic, fantasy or 
fun films? Action stuff is so easy, as it can be left to fight masters. To 
fortify their belief, films like Aag Hi Aag. Hukumat. Jawabhum Denge. 
Loha, Insaaf ki Pukar clicked in a big way, marking a oomeback of he- 
man Dharmendra and emergence of more non-actors like Aaditya and 
Chunky. Vinod Khanna returned to films after seven years and got a lift 
from Insaaf. which catapulted Dimple too to the status of a sought-after 
top-notcher, along with Insaniyat ke Dushman and Kaash Amitabh 
went to Parliament, resigned and relumed to the industry in the same 
decade. 

At the tail-end, the tall No. 1, began to stumble with Shahenshah and 
other flops down till 1 990. The hits included the violent Kalchakra and 
the romantic, Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak, topped by Tesaab. Ram 
Lakhan, Salaam Bombay. Chandni and Tridev, with Khoon Bhari 
Mating as a better though copied attempt 


Dig names uxe Dev Anana. Manoj. reroz Knan, ivajesn Nnanna, 
Manmohan Desai, Prakash Meftra, began to fall. Many old banners 
closed down, but the trade people treated cinema like a casino .... every 
new film was a gamble and every new entrant was a player. The stakes 
were on die stars and the end of the decade brought fresh faces like 
Farha, Madhuri Dixit, Aamir Khan, Juhi Chawla, Sangeeta. Sonam. 
Kimi, Neelam, and Salman Khan. 

And the same may continue to make up the nonsensical 90's for the 
Oye Oye generation* with producers backing the winning horse (or 
mare), that too of the particular period, however, short it may be. 
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Meenakshi Seshadftiri and Jackie Shroff: discovered in the 1980s. 
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Shatrughan Sinha and Mumtaz: two ol a kind. 





Saeed Mirza’s Albert Pinto Ko Gussa KyonAara Hai... made Naseerud- 
dtn Shah and Shabana A 2 mi famous 


Behind the 
screen 

• Elections play strange tricks. 
Jackie ShroiT was accused of 
campaigning for a hefty fee. He 
had to issuea certificate saying he 
belongs to no party, though he 

has friends in every party. 

♦ * * 

• Two Bombay theatres were 
raided for films like Meri Pvas 
Bujhao Among those arrested 
were distributors, theatre man- 
agers and even operators. But 
what did the poor projectionists 
do? They are employees who put 
on the machine. Surely they can’t 

add obscene shots in a film. 

• * * 

• Though Mumtaz has come 
down to work in Bombay films 
for money, she never loses a 
chance of boasting about her 
immense wealth. She keeps talk- 
ing of the Madhvani millions. 
She says she is doing films only to 
kill boredom. Then why ask for 
fantastic fees? And how many 
roles like Aandhiyan does she 
expect to get?. 

Star slips 

Amir Khan: “It’s a gamble with 
the Lough Don’s role in Aatank 
Hi A a tank, if it flops. I will give 
up such roles and stick 10 my 
age... .the college boy type”. 
Apama Sen: “I am acting to 
bring up my two daughters, you - 
know I am a single parent.” 
Rajesh Puri: Frankly speaking, 
working in present-day films is 
not to my liking. But I can’t do 
anything about it. After all. it’s a 
question of bread and butter.’* 
Dimple: “I have 35 films and 17 
are on the floors, ceiling or no 
ceiling.” 

Shatrughan Sinha: “I deliber- 
ately ragged Rajesh Khanna and 
Amitabh to make them stronger 
and wiser. 



Aamir Khan and Dimple Kapadia, showing off 
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You Will. PAY ta^E^ YEAP Af T02 YEAiz 
Aisip TvAEK SOMEFAY "ttnJtU PIE 




BY CHARLES GOREN AND OMAR SHAH1F 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.l— Both vulnerable, as South you Ttebidd^has ^ 

hold: ■ *mn74 1# Pass 3 ^ Pass 

*KJ8 910863 vA5 *Q J ® 7 * ? 

Partner opens the bidt^g^th on 4* n0 w? 

heart. What do you respond-' What ao yu 

. vftii n e As South, vulnerable, you 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you Q-5-As soum, 

hold: , .. . iKg YinrHi OKQ4 9K7 4AJ9S4 

*AKQ64 <?A10832 OVojd *AK9 *10M 9KLH 

What is your opening bid? Th^b'dduig^ ^ 

Q^AS South, vulnerable, you ft. Jm ^ 

bold: - Tttx 

4AQ106 :’KJ62 o 6— As South, vulnerable, you 

The bidding has proceeded. Q*—* 5 3UUU 

North Bst South West told^ ^ 0K7 *AJ954 

What «£ do you tahe? ^iddraghas 

Q.4-AS South, vulnerable, you Pa* P« 3^ Pass 
*°K104 <?A93 0QJ9I *AK10 what action do you take? 



ACROSS 
1 Alphabet run 
5 street 
Blues" 

10 Complain 

14 Fluke, fluff or 
fishing net 

15 Rght site 

16 In a quandary 

17 Derring-do 

18 Artful dodger, 
of a sort 

20 Foe of Richard l 

22 Petroleum 
residue 

23 Naught-naught 
or knot 

24 American 
reformer 
Jacob — 

25 Sawbuck 

28 Eldar statesman 

30 Before get or 
give 

31 Clannish 

33 Muscat’s capital 
37 Air bubble 

39 — a dozen 

40 De — (again) 

41 Actress 
Thompson 

42 Bert and 
Ernie's street 

44 Plug 

45 Tenor Richard 
— Bennet 

47 Jefferson’s coin 
49 — pie (from 
head to foot) 

51 Heavy barge 

52 O'Neill and Held 
55 fickle 

59 Open mandate 

61 Den 

62 Ken of 
“thirty- 
something" 

63 Villechaize 
of TV 

64 Seaweed 
product 


65 Where the UN 
meets 

66 Desert green 
spot 

67 "States" of the 
Sov. Union 





ceerAiriuv’ tak&n tub 
1 PAihi stigma 1 our of oertTi-srpY' 



*KELE70E’5 ESCAP&P... WE'EE 
TRAPPED IH W LOOKS LIKE 
.AH ENPLES5 MAZE-- 


■jGKZ i UKt 


AND I CAW 'T EVEN USE 
THE POWER OF HE-MAN . 
TOO MAKlV WITNESSES/ 




FAKBAELL PlikV FBUCEUU6. 
RMjoy ka6tak:’5 escort 
SERVICE ...W-L Pl^pJT A 
CRUSHING G*r£.SlS».V^E„ 



DOWN 

1 wards on dials 

2 Appeal 

3 Lodged 

4 Book, as a 
private eye 

5 Blue ox of fable 

6 for Your 
Money": 
Guinness 
film 

7 Min. part 

8 Dtnka 
Doo": Durante 
theme song 

9 Downy surfaces 

10 Profit from 

11 Very, to Verdi 

12 film units 

‘13 Share 

19 Guam's harbor 

21 Not worth a 
red — 

25 "Welcome — 
Altman film 


26 Remove 

27 Added clause 

28 Port of W India 

29 Gum resin 

30 Some NFL 
players 

32 Once more, in 
music 

34 One in the 
chips 

35 Of 

cpandparents 

36 Nutmeg- 
flavored drink 

38 Troublemaker 

43 Genufte, along 
the Rhein 

46 “A — in the 
RAF": 1941 film 

48 Creature from 
Down Under 

49 Dupe 

50 Over 

52 Black, 
poetically 

53 Repeat 

54 Big Apple fiekl 

55 0U1I doubled 

56 Gee-tars' kin 

57 Truth stretcher 

58 Miscalculates 

60 Hesitant sounds 


: ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE 
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Aries ! 

Mars* 21 - April 31 



Cancer 

Jtxnr II - July *• 



Libra 

Sq* 2S - Ocl 22 


pu ff should try to avoid ■ 
things. You are likdy to ha ve a 
pleasant surprise. There is no time 
to lose but yon will also be able to 
h?r1cc up for lost time. Be fair. 


Something that is . 

not at all to your liking. 

you mD know how to make the best 
of h. If you allow yourself to get 
into a muddle you will waste much 
time looking for things, so don't 

permit it to happen. Be reliable. 


You should not expect others to 
do foryou what yon wdl know you 
should do for yourself. It is later 
than you think so Aat there is no 
time to deal with secondary matter* 
right now. Try to have a good laugh 
at yourself. Be sincere. 



Taurus 

April 21 - M*J » 


You wiD tend to be a little frus- 
trated because your efforts are not 
g e ttin g the results you bad hoped 
for. Try to control yourself and 
per se ve re — if you do you will 
ultimately succeed. Do not seek to 

do too many dungs all at once. Be a 
little less flamboyant. 


jgj 

I Leo 


f jniy zi -*■*!» 



Scorpio 

OC23-NM 22 


You can avail yourself of a good 
opportunity, but thercis no time to 
lose. If yon expect to ha ve all things 
your own way you wfll be disap- 
pointed. You will be able to make 
better progress than you bad expec- 
ted. Be magnanimous. 


Make sure you do not seek to 
exceed limits which have been set 
for your safety too. You should not 
underrate the difficulties nor allow 
youiaelfto be intimidated by them. 
Avoid doing anything that yon 
know well » not good for your 
health. Be moderate. 




Virgo 

A»*»-S*p*22 



You are rather liable to be nualed 

largely because you prefer to think 
thing * are as you would wish than 
to be. You will tire rather more 

easily and should do what has to be 

done firat. Do not allow your emo- 
tions to run away with yon, but do 

not suppress them either. 


Aquarius 

jM 2 t-F*r& 


If you lose your temper you wiD 

only succeed in making matters 
worse so do your best to «»tiam 
yourself. Allow yourself tone 
guided by reason rather than rety- 
ing on instinct or intuition- Avow 
hlfoig too much if anything at au 
for granted tight now. Be more 
tolerant. - 


. Pisces 




grtawtfhmfl that was difficult to 
learn will prove to have been wor- 
thwhile. You should not allow any- 


There is a greater chance of mak- 
ing mistakes so do wstth ouft for 
them. And do not allow yourself to 
believe that what you would like to 
be is. Do not dwell too much on the 
past, live more in the present. Be 
conscientious. 


There will be some complica- 
tions, do not try to evade or gloss 
over them. A tendency to rdy on 
guesswork should be resisted. You 
should not be hostile to change but 
also avoid change just for the sake 
of change. Be consistent. 





“Show me what to press 
if I want to record a movie 
after I've gone to bed." 


''We sleep in separate bedrooms mainly, 
to prevent the house from tipping over." 
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A wish comes true 
- with some 
disastrous results 

By Shaun Seekins 

CHEVY Chase returns as Clark Griswald in the most recent of the 
National Lampoon series. National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation. 
He plays a well meaning but hopelessly clumsy ‘pater familiar * of the 
typically suburban Griswald family. This year he decides to stay at 
home for the Christmas holidays, thereby removing the link that is 
supposed to hold the series together. He is determined to have a full- 
blown, old fashioned Christmas and throws himself into the spirit of the 
season with catastrophic results. 

What follows is simply every conceivable Christmas nightmare taken 
to extremes. The lights cause nothing but problems, the bonus he is 
. expecting from from his firm doesn't materialise, and his awful family 
descend on him to shatter any hope of a tranquil celebration. 

Cousin Eddy, played by Randy Quaid. is a real backswoods type, and 
when Chase takes pity on his impoverished situation to invite him and 
his family for Christmas, decides to repay Clark’s hospitality by 
making his Christinas wish come true with disastrous results. 

The last minute parallel with Scrooge and a message of family 
togetherness are not as effective as scenes such as when the cat gets 
accidentally blown up, icicles flying through neighbour's windows and 
Clark's attempts to read a magazine when his hands are covered in tree 
sap. 

As with all slapstick. Clark's violence against himself and others is 
seldom out of angerandihe viewers knows that nobody is really going 
to get hurt (except theca t). A silly movie, but one in which the laughs 

A Thie of Des&y'.i? an oft-fashioned melodrama about an 
American immigrant family racked by feuds and rivalry. When Josie 
(Melissa Leo) elopes with die eminently suitable Jack (Timothy Hut- 
ton) the vengeful father set of in hot pursuit. Though not quick enough 
to prevent their union, he does persuade Josie to come back home with 
him. On the way however, their car goes into a lake and the father is 
iiriden tally drowned. His death causes the return home of the unstable 
son Martin (William Hurt), who vows to avenge the tragedy. Marlin 
insinuates himself into the same fighting unit as Jack and together they 
go to the I talian front, he fails in his attempt to shoot Jack, but they both 
return home knowing that the final confrontation is yet to come. 

Two new horror releases this week, Amityvilie and Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre continue their successful rum. Time Trackers is a Sci Fi 
thriller set in the year 2033, when the brilliant scientist Dr Craig has his 
lime machine stolen, his daughter and two friends set of on a trip 
through time to try to recover it. Breaking Point is a taut thriller a bout 
the torture an American officer suffers at the bands of the Gestapo 
during WW2, as they try to make him reveal the secrets of the D-Day 
landings. , 

Vietnam Texas stars Robert Ginty as an ex-soldier turned priest who 
tries to find the daughter he fathered in Vietnam. Set amongst the 
oriental gangs in Houston. Texas. Animal Behaviour stars Karen Allen 
and Armand Assante, set in a south-western American university, 
Allen plays a researcher who is trying to teach a chimp to talk and 

Assante the music teacher who falls for her. 

The above by courtesy of the Video Ctab, Sahmya, Tel 5724372. 
SaDuya Shopping Centre, Kuwait City. Fmtas Towers, Safeway Shop- 
ping Centre, Farwaniya. 



FAMILY DOCTOR 

By DR ALLAN BRUCKHEIM 


Diuretics can result in potassium loss 

OLTESTTON: We’re sen or citizens and would like to know just what a certain 
hSLtiTfor Some of our doctors have tests taken every n months when 
bl<w test is i^oo Ilis us „ a || y f or -potassium, but we have no 

S212S. UcE of^tassimo and are not treated for anything eke, so why? 
SHSa raniSxWoS? test for potassium at swath mterrals (would make 
hadn't mentioned that it occured while you were 
L°v~ m blood pressure checked. Did you forget to tell me that some of you 

>° **■* 

- CTOUP. also known as •■diuretics" or "water pills. 

PTf ssUr ^J? pressure by reducing the volume of blood through 

They work to redu P . _ic« provoke a loss of sodium, potassium 

££s£S?cS po— from the body, regular blood leas 

can be used to chemical for the body to have in just the right 

JSSSSi SSSSi waJSica) currents are carried through i the 


people just 5piHw* 

ler.Theonlyway . bur ^*3Sries. and. combmed wiih a 

summing is an ,-»n hrinvou take off weight. Since ns 

srate reduction in 


d remmen would be to ~ mobbed in divided doses. You 

sesoT^'ght If you diet too. wu 

bum off a pound c^JSJJZ^^nottadyMplakewn 


The curse of Frankie Goes to Hollywood 


By Mike Nichols 

WHATEVER happened to Fnwkir Goes to 
Hollywood? Ansuscr char question and you 
might a I st i discover whdl wcnl wrong with 
pop singer Pale Wylie's career- 

For the man who was once tipped to take 
the place or^aipcrsiar Holly Johnson as lead 
vocalist of the group has virtually disappeared 
from the pop scene- 

Now. instead of playing to packed out 
theatres he has had to settle with small town 
hulls and even pubs. 

Like trunk it* Gum To Hollywood every- 
thing has suddenly gone wrong for him. 

And Holly, who left the supergroup to pur- 
sue a solo career is also finding things bard. As 
yet he has failed to have a hit on his own as the 
curse of F rankic strikes again 

Wylie soon dropped out of the running for 
the job and the hand have recently had to 
advertise for a new singer. They placed a small 
ad in a music magazine slating: Wanted: lead 

singer for Frank ic Govs To Hollywood. 

Holly had been unhappy with his rolein the 
band for a long lime before the split and 
according to him any new singer is in for BIG 


problems. 

It is just three years since Frank w Goes /<* 
Hulh m i W( PGTH i nude chart history . scor- 
ing a hat-trick of No. 1 efun succcvo. with 
their first three singles. Relax. T»i» Tribes and 
The Power of Love. After the release of ibeir 
debut album, Welcome to the Pleasure-dome 
in late ’84. thr band went on a world tour 10 
consolidate their success 

This, apnorenth. is where the problems 
began. Holly is basically a shy person and 
couldn't stand const, -indy being in the 
spotlight cvciytrmch'GTH reached a dilTcrcnt 
city On the other hand the rest of the hand, 
especially 'The Lads' -- guiurut Nasher, 
drummer Pete and bassist Mark. O'Toole 
arc typical boisterous Liverpudlians 

The lads make their presence felt every time 
they are. invited to make a prestige TV 
appearance; tire extinguishers arc set off. an 
excess of alcohol is consumed and. at the 
Montreux Festival in Switzerland they went 
the whole hog and destroyed the stage after 
finishing their spot. Damage to equipment 
was esti mated to NrtlO.uoo. 


In fact. 'The Lads* are so wild that Holly has 
vet to invite them round to hU sumptuous new 
home in Fulham. West London 

He says jokingly (hat they’d probably end 
up smashing up his pnzed antiques and hand- 
painted tea service' 

Another reason is that Holly's constant 
companion. Wolfgang, won't have them in 
the house. And Holly Johnson's decision to 
side with his friend instead of his bund is 
symbolic of the way both panics have grown 
apart 

Occupying a place somewhere between the 
two is dancer and backing vocalist Paui Ruth- 
erford. Although like Holly, a gentle charac- 
ter, Paul has a strong streak of Lad-rshness in 
him. Whereas Holly has become something of 
a recluse. Paul loves going out to clubs and 
getting drunk and so is able to be a little more 
tolerant of their behaviour. 

The upshot of all this is that Frankie are 
unlikely to split. Four out of five cf them 
continue to get on perfectly well 

Singer Holly is the odd man out. Not surpr- 
isingly he soon stoned work on a solo album. 


And as the principal songwnler in FGTH 
his decision to leave has left them very short of 
material. 

For a while Pcie Wylie was being hotly 
tipped us their new singer. It would have made 
a lot of sense. Lilc the rest of FGTH Pete is a 
Liverpudlian. 

He is loud, familiar, friendly and an una- 
shamed extrovert and gatecrasher of parties 
— something The Lads would have heartily- 
approved of. The long-established music 
paper. Melody Maker, awarded him the hon- 
our of Linger (that is to say, tree-loader or 


pany-goerl of 1486. It was not unjustified. 
Hardly a puny . dub-opening or some sort of 
boozy a flair goes by without Pete in atten- 


dance. 

In the past he‘s enjoyed a reasonably succes- 
sful pop career. scoringTop 10 hits with songs 
like The Story Of The Blues. Come Back and 
Sinful, which was the first record io come out 
under his ow n name. The others were made by 
Wah! the band he formed in the late Seventies. 

This followed a brief sojourn in the legen- 
dary Crucial Three, a Liverpool band which 


also included lan McCulloch of Echo & The 
Bunneymcn and Julian Cope, who recently 
had a hit with World Shut Your Mouth foll- 
owing the demise of his earlier band, the 
Teardrop Explodes. 

Pan oft he problem for the sudden nosedive 
in his fortune i* his innate shyness. 

H * c". »!:r - ms- “! don't answer the door very' 
often an- : nave the Aosaphone on all the 
time. 

"When it comes to people I don’t find it 
easy. ! can’t walk into a club on my own and 1 
can t walk into shops on my own. But not 
because I'm in a bund — I’ve always been like 
that. 

"Okay. I admit it. I'm incredibly insecure, 
that's why I need to be loved. But 1 don't 
necessarily think that that's a bad thing. Just 
like it doesn't really matter me talking a lot 
because I have the 'thing of being able to be 
funny. 

"That’s quite important, It doesn't matter if 
you talk non-stop because if you're funny they 
don't really notice. It's not as if you're being 
boring or a dullard or something.'* 



Pop singer Pele Wylie in sombre mood. Now, he loo. 
has been touched by Frankie Goes To Hollywood 
curse 


Hit man- Holly Johnson bells out another chart- 
busier as lead singer wiih Frankie Goes To Holly- 
wood. His solo career has so far tailed to take-off. 


Aiming for the lop- Former chart sensations Frankie Goes To Hollywood. Now without Hoffy Johnson in their 
line-up the band is having to work harder for its success. 


Designer gardens 


Edible landscaping - a new path of creativity 


By Cynthia Hanson, 

WOODS HOLE, Mass.. (CSM): Line 
the walfcway.with lavender and Chinese 
kale? Why not plant vegetables that look 
as good as they taste, and ornamentals 
that taste as good as they look? That’s the 
idea behind agrowing concept in garden- 
ing: edible landscaping. 

“Edible landscaping means that 
maybe some Lhings are in little rows." 
says Robert Kourick in Occidental, 
Calif., “but the way it’s laid out is much 
more visually appealing and less 
geometric, or the lines don’t hit you hard 
between the eyes.” 

“U's rearranging (edible plants ) in 
more ornamental patterns,’’ says Earle 
Barnhart, an edible landscaping expert 
who writes a newspaper column on the 
subject. “Before recorded history, people 
have always had food plants around their 
houses. In fact, a lot more in the past than 
now,” he says. But “ calling it ‘edible 
landscaping' is relatively new.” The 
phrase was coined in the ‘70s. 

Barnhart and his wife, Hilde Maingay. 
design gardens and greenhouses and 
teach edible landscaping at The New 
Alchemy institute, an alternative 
agriculture, housing, and energy 
research and education institute here on 
Cape Cod. 

At their suburban, partly greenhouse- 
heated home (it doubles as a sort of live- 
in science experiment), the couple has 
been researching the design and use of 
edible plants since 1972. A backyard 


greenhouse holds a five-year-old fig tree, 
three large aquaculture containers filled 
with catfish, and red endive, daikon radi- 
shes Chinese mustard greens — all pan 
or an experiment'. 

Ms. Maingay points to an oversize 
turnip. “If you didn't eat it in the winter,’ ’ 
she says, “next spring it would make a 
great big raised flower stalk.*' 

Although the outdoor beds lie dor- 
mant, during the growing season they 
teem with combinations of flowers, 
herbs, and vegetables. 

‘‘We have a couple hundred different 
species of food plants all mixed in here. 
Some are grapevines that live on the 
trellises, some are vegetables up in those 
beds,” he says with a wave of his hand, 
"raspberries and elderberries — many 
kinds, all mixed up.” 

Back in the house, rice cookies and 
carob pods fill a plate on the wooden 
kitchen table. Maingay talks about the 
aesthetic and practical nature of edible 
landscaping: 

“Let's say your family needs only two 
tomato plants. There’s no reason to pm 
them in a row in a vegetable garden. You 
could put them right in between your 
blueberry bushes,” she explains in her 
Dutch-accented English. 

The couple sees increased interest in 
the alternative gardening method they 
have studied for IS years. Recently the 
Chicago Botanic Garden and the Long- 
wood Gardens in Pennsylvania installed 
costly food gardening and edible lands- 
caping demonstrations, for example. 


“1 would say (interest) is growing by 
leaps and bounds.” says Kourick. 
“When you see English gardening books 
... referring to ’edible landscaping.’ you 
know we’re getting so me where, "he says. 

About the same lime Barnhart and 
Maingay were cultivating edible lands- 
capes on the East Coast, Kourick and 
another designer. Rosalined Creasy of 
Los Altos. Calif., were tinkering with 
edible landscaping on the West Coast. 

"As l was taking courses in landscape 
design, 1 became very aware that they 
never used any edible plants. It was for- 
bidden," says Ms. Creasy. “An apple tree 
was considered ugly , but a era bapple was 
considered beautiful. It was this amazing 
split that we had." Creasy and Kourick 
have written books on the subject. 

She is fund of giving tidbits of design 
advice: "There aren’t any ugly herbs. 
They just fit in with any kind of a shrub 
border or flower border." For patio or 
small-space gardening she recommends 
different varieties of colourful lettuce 
interspersed with flowers or spilling over 
the sides of pots. 

And for the space-deprived city 
dweller: “I've photographed some very 
fascinating edible landscapes on the 
rooftops of New York City," says 
Kourick. "espa tiered fruit tree and little 


containers of salad mutes ... that you dip 
ofT when it's just 3 or 4 inches tall, and 
make a mixed salad." (The presence of 
lead in dty soil andairmay beaproblem; 
check with a local or national garden 
dub.) 


“The idea is to make it fun." says 
Kourick. “If the garden becomes a tyrant 
and controls you, you’re doing some- 
thing wrong.” Kourick recommends 
starting small: no more than 100 square 
feet of vegetable garden. 

The landscapers interviewed agreed 
that edible landscaping can open new 
paths of creativity. But not all edible 
plants are attretive. “I would never vote 
for a Brussels sprout plant; to me, they 
look top-heavy." says Creasy. “I don't 
think pumpkin vines, the big ones, 
belong in someone’s landscape because 
the vine goes 20 feet.” she adds, inter- 
planting mini-pumpkins with purple 
morning glories over an arbor is 
"absolutely smashing.” 

And not all edible flowers are savory. 
She says Johnny jump-ups “taste like 
lettuce." 

Some Edible Landscapers' Favourites 
Barnhart and Maingay: Chinese Multi- 
plying Onion. Perennial that prod ucesal) 
year long. Low maintenance, high 

productivity. 

Scarlet Runner Bean. Can cover the 
side of a house with red flowers that 
bloom all summer. Edible if picked 
before it gets large. Recommended for 
small, city spaces. 

Thyme. A great herb to grow through 
patio cracks. 

Rosalind Creasy: Lavender. Makes great 
lavender ice cream and a beautiful bor- 
der. 

Nasturtium. Spicy orange, yellow, and 
red flowers. Grows quickly in spring. 


Can be added to salads or butter. 

Blueberry and raspberry bushes. 
Relatively manageable fruiting plants 
for landscaping. Grown against a fence, 
raspberries make a colorful backdrop for 
perennials. 

Robert Konrick: Pink Pear Apple Tree. 
Produces a favorite eating and baking 
apple. Fruit turns hot rose-pink colour 
when baked. 

Rosemary. Rich, dark green herb with 
small blue flower. Great backdrop for 
red flowering plants. 

Ornamental kale. Tasty, leafy plant. 
Bright reds and greens, and creamy white 
varieties. Grows through most winters. 

Meet the Monarch of Ornamental 
Edibles. 

“I call it the 'king of the ornamental 
edibles.* because it has everything," says 
edible landscaper Hilde Maingay. She's 
speaking of bamboo. “Birds love to live 
in it because you never see a squirrel in it 

— or anything else that can climb a tree 

— because it move too much. It’s 
beautiful — it's broad-leaf evergreen.” 
And it grows anywhere, she adds — sun 
or shade, in any soil condition. 

Its hardiness, in fact, is one of its draw- 
backs: Unconlained, bamboo will cover 
your yard, your neighbour's yard, and 
your neighbourhood. Once established, 
it is very difficult to remove. Ms. Main- 
gay and her husband. Earle Barnhart, 
who propagate and sell bamboo, solve 
the problem by burying sheets of flexible 
fiberglass used in greenhouses) 18 inches 
deep around their bamboo beds. 



Today, the Grand Opening of 

The International 
Romanian Circus 

Watch exciting and 
distinguished shows 

For the first time in Kuwait at the 
Dancing Fountain near the Ice 
Skating Rink. 

With the well known international 
coach, named as the Black 
Panther. 

The most beautiful and 
dangerous shows and many 
other amazing surprises. 


Earle Barnhart and Hilde Maingay stand in the doorway of one of their greenhouses in Woods Hole, Mass. 



Tic*® , 4 a n 
K0.2’ 3, 

When you watch our shows, you 
would certainly come again . 

For inquiries 
call Tel. 2428394 
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Door-to-Door Service 
by Sea and Air 


Canted Baby 
Canada Dry 

Street. Tew 4817708, 
Shnwilkli 4837650. 
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Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
2400014, 2400015 

Farwaniya branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 




#%/ ASIAN CARPETS 

Selected handmade carpets & rugs from 

Iran - Afghanistan - Kashmir- Pakistan - Turkey 
- China - Caucasian - Tribal rugs O Kilims 6 
VERY LOW PRICES 

Shop: Mezzanine Floor, Hotel Holiday inn. 
Ramadan Time: 9.30 amtol am & 7.30 to 11 pm 
Sat to Tburs: 9-00 am - 12.00 noon & 4.00 - 9.00 pm 
Friday: 7.30 to 10 pm only 

FORM ARAD1A 

JUST ARRIVED! 


Our most popular sofa set in a range of exciting new colours. 

Visit our showroom in Andaius. 

Ramadan timing 8 am- 12 noon 
8 - 1 0 pm 

Saturday to Thursday 

Tel: 4808009/4808010 
Fax: 4808815 


pr>^ 

Al-Naaeeb & Khattar 

IB A KAMI KAPAG 
CARGO ANG 
PINAG - USAPAN 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

(% 484-600? 






GRAND REOPENING OF - ou 

FULLY RE-FURNISHED SHOWROOM 


al-bhaya efUCALce. 


F SALMIYA, TEL: 5732344/571 347S 

sssssass^i®— 

exiended. — 


Now in "MY SIZE” 
beautiful young & jeans 

Fashion from West Germany 


the ladies shop for BIG SIZES only 

Muttianna Complex — Elevator No. 6 
Ground Hoot Shop No 1 12 
Tel. 2407907 


WANTED 

Qualified outdoor 
Salesman 

With valid Kuwaiti driving licence and 
transferable residence . 

Must speak good Arabic . 

Please call: 4843354, 4843365, 4815953 


^ Announcing the arrival of 
Famous Trowa Brand Indian Shirts 
For men 

Also piece length of 

Bhllwara Mills Terry-wool 

at very reasonable price 
Abdulaziz Al Faraj Est. 

For Textile, Shop No. 4260, 1st Floor, 

L Souk Al Salat, Tel: 2408110 > 


^FOR RENT ] 

Villas, 1/2 villas, deluxe 
flats, available at very 
reasonable price in prime 
locations. 

AL-SHATTI REAL ESTATE 


Tel: 2429380/2457834 (9 an - 
1 pm/9 pm -11 pm) 

2430707 (2 lo 7 pm) 


Required ] 

Qualified A/C 
Mechanic 

For outdoor maintenance 
calls with minimum 5 
years' experience in 
Kuwait and transferable 
residence. Candidates call 

The Engineer's Centre 
2405591 J 


WANT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT ISLAM? CALL 
US, UNDERSTANDING 
ISLAM BOOKSHOP, 
AWQAF COMPLEX 
2408170 

Books about Islam in ad 
l languages 


Step info the future 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
RAMADAN SPECIAL 

25% DISCOUNT 
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J427931 
2408C64 
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4739255 le&'&W 

4768176 CA OrST 







I’m still 
waiting for my 
p! shipment... - 

) I should 
- have called 
’! Alghanim... 

No one does it better. 

! The biggest IATA 
I Freight agent in Kuwait. 


Customer Services Tel. $3 Sea- Freight- Ah' 1_^3 

4745533 Packin9 

F&haheel 3923*96/8 - Sharq 8460972/3 
Muigab 2412595/2416601 




RL - RRS HEALTH 
CENTER CO. 


CompuBase 

2407666. SALHIYA COMPLEX. Ml . EB 


kK 
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ACCOMMODATION 

For Rent 

SALWA, Block 1 1 . Street 4, Buil- 
ding 188. near the American and 
English School. Flat with 3 
bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, saloon 
and kitchen, central AC and TV. 
Rent including water and elec- 
tricity- Tele, the owner. 9038989. 
9018073. 

(AT4-52131-63 
ANDALUS. deluxe villa in good 
location. Two floors with open 
basement large reception halls, 
maid quarters, all CAC. Suitable 
for an executive or a diplomat 
Tele. 2552122. 

FOR SALE 

Furniture 

SOFA set 3+ 1 + 1. <n excellent 
condition Tele 5650063 after 

9 30 am (AT4-52128-3) 


Cars 

MITSUBISHI Galant ’82 model, 
manual gear, with new paint good 
engine. AC and tyre, in good con- 
dition. KD530 ono. Tele. 3723264 
(AT4-521 34-33 

MAZDA 323 1.5. 1982. white, 
manual, with 4 doors, AC. stereo 
one owner, in a very good condi- 
tion. KD425. Tele. 551 5539. 

(AT5-52141-3) 

CITROEN CX Turbo box, 1986. 
64.000 kms. fully automatic with 
manual gear. KD 1,500. Tele. 
4749369. 

(AT4-TM-3) 

MITSUBISHI Lancer GLX. 1983. 
automatic, white, in good condi- 
tion. KD425. Tele 5721077 or 
57201 33. ext 29. after 6 pm. 

(AT5-52 136-3) 

BMW 5201 . 89 model, in perfect 
condition, fully optioned, 3-month 
dealer warranty. Owner must sell. 
Tele. Mr Stephen 5657604. 

(AT5-52137-2) 


Specialised 
maintenance 
technicians for A/C, 
refrigerators and 
washing machines. 

Tele: 5739429 


SAAB 9000 Turbo, 16 valve. Nov 
1988. injection, automatic trans- 
mission. fully automatic, genuine 
leather seats, climate contra! ■ m 
immaculate condition. Cash. Tele. 
Mr Sameer Ayoub. 4833011, 
4833295. 8.30 am - 1.30 pm; 
5627380 afterzaoprn.^^ 

BUICK, 1979. Le Sabre in good 
condition, engine overhauled, 
registered up to January 1991. 
price KD550. Tele 5732218. 8 am 
to^noonandBtoOp^^ 

AUDI 100CS. model '85. all 
options, white, sport spec, 5 gear, 
agent maintained in first class 
condition. KD 2.200. Tele. 
5313724.4831481.^^ 

MITSUBISHI Colt GLX. 19S7 '^“ 
option, white, lady driven; insured 
i in to Nov 1990, in excellent con- 
dSfcftKD 1.600. Tele. 9013519. 
9018208. 7 am -1 


★ Bored during Ramadan? 

★ Want to look great this summer? 

Join the Ras Health Center and get in shape with the help 
of our professional staff and state-of-the-art exercise 
equipment. We offer: 

★ Nautilus Weight Machines 

★ Computerized Fitness Evaluations 
ir Aerobics and Water Exercises 

★ Circuit Training 

★ Treadmills, bikes and much morel 

★ Chinese experts for massage 

Hours dnrlng Ramadan: , 

Men: Saturday - Monday- Wednesday (1 1 am - 11 pm) 
Women: Sunday -Tuesday -Thursday (11 am- 1 1 pm) 


Tel: 5748840 

AUDI 200 Turbo. '82. fully 
automatic. 85,000 kms, well-main- 
tained. KD700. Tele. 5335735 

(AT5-52132-3) 

Miscellaneous • 

FURNISHED apartment inUmas- 
sol, Cyprus: 2 bedroorre. 2 bath- 
rooms, large kitchen. AC in 
rooms, balconies ov ®J ook, '2 l « * 

sea and mountains wi* or ^mout 

furniture, for sale. Tete. 2410849. 
*,2*o.tS6W*« SilM) 

OLD Kuwaiti chests, wjijff; 
and silver, for sale. Te^MohdA' 

Ouattllam-Vpja^T^ 

FOR sale, complete household, 
(fridge, washing machine, fur- 
nitures-). Tele. Mr Roland. 

8 “on«ho« M2 | 3W 


4767635 

is 

3929870 dS&f&s 
2406333 2406222 dj-jT/ 


0 WE 
u DELIVER 

1 COMPETITIVELY 

i LUZON»V lpAYAS«Ml N DAN AO 
i PASTE STbSAFEST* RELIABLE 1 

: J amal Al-Ghanim 
! Cargo Services 

DOOR TO DOOR 

' ca: YoSy • 

• 2414144 2460026 0463027 


( REQUIRED ] 
A SALESMAN 

to work in a grocefyshop ^ 
■(Bdqdfa)iri ScMycr 1 ; ''“ ^1 
preferably Indian or“ 
i Pakistani. Should hold 
! l transferable residence. 
CaBTeL 2532800/801/802 
morning 

, Mr.Voante > 


REQUIRED 

Outdoor mate and 
female Sales 
representatives 

on commission basis 

Tel: 2458187 
2428576 


HONDA 1000 CBR. motorbike, 
fully insured. 1990 model, white 
and red. 2000 kms only. KD 1.770 
for company. KD300 for owner. 
Tele. Adel 2526577. pager 

91581 75. (AT5-MC-TM-3) 

COMPLETE household furniture, 
electronic appliances including 
TV. video for sale. Tele. 2525053. 

CAT6-52144-3) 

SITUATIONS 

Wanted 

RELIABLE, honest Indian maid, 
working For a British family 2 mor- 
nings a week, is looking for 
additional part-time work, morn- 
ings/early afternoons with 
European/American families. Tel. 
5314963. 


- wOMW'M 
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Vacan t 

DRIVER (light) required. Indian or 
Sri Lankan for a family, lull fame at 
Juleeb Al Shiyookh. Work permit 
will be provided. Good salary. 

Tele. Mr Z«. 473^.^^ 

iAAID required to five-in. prefera- 
iy Goan or Mangalorean for a 
Mangalorean family. Tele. 
ii3l7167after4pm. ’ 

(AT4-52109-3) 

SERVICES 

T uiti on ; 

PRIVATE tutor in mathematira, 
physics, all levels, availabieat 
your home. Tele. Jay 5624592. 

561S494 ' • (AT5-52142-33 


P ^ 


SPECIAL PACKAGES 

at 



Contact 

Al Farraj Travel Agency 

Tel: 2418000/2413333 


PHOTOGRAPHY^ 
BRIGHT NEW ST! 




j / / 

/A ; -/ vis-t i/sr I! 

ZOOM 


There has never been a camera .. 
like the AZ-200 Super Zoom 
from Olympus. ......... 

Because the AZ-200 Super Zoom isn't 
another 35mm camera with a 2\ zoon^ lens j - 
remarkable new full-auto camera featuring 
world's first built-in variable- power flash.- .An’ipte 4 ’ll 
red remote controller. And a reliable new-rriuW^ppt 
autofocusing system'. All enclosed m 
lightweight body with sleek Olympus luies.v/ 

The AZ-200 Super Zoom — tFie new full-ay to. 
zoom that's in a class by itself. -... - ^ 


Sole Agents 


Al Gaith Bldg., Fahad Salem St. Telr 24147287 - ^ ££ 
Al Awqaf Bldg., Fahad Salem St. Tel: 241473 9;'^ 


AVAILABLE in physics, maths 
and chemistry .'O' level., ‘A’ level 
and higher classes (SteU* to XID in 
Kuwait City, (behind GPO). Tele. 
2422246. 

(AT4-52072-3) 

FOUND 

YOUNG female Siamese cat in 
Area 5. Street 5. Salwa. Ring 
5740256/7 or 5625316. 

(AT6-KW-TM-3) 



PETS 

PERSIAN cat female. 1-year old, 
used to small children, free to a 
good home, preferably as com- 
pany for another cat. Tele. 
5626869. . 

(AT4-521 27-33 . 


ADVERTISE 
IN THE 
ARAB TIME 
FOR r 
BEITERc 
K RESULTS: 
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briefs 

gromberg back 

'i' 

«ftiad yraierday after an ahsaicc of 
sw ninths for a Wortd Cup soccer 
jjnn-up match against Algeria. 

Dutch side 

A Pril 4. (RcutcrV. 
Jcfiian Cruyff said yenenday he was 
prepared to discuss taking over the 
Dutch national soccer side for the 
wwrW Cup finals if coach Tbiis 

h^of!* OSe * action to save 

Argentine manager 

5jv **j LA , N ’ Il ^y- April 4. ( AP): Carlos 

ar •SM* B,Iard ° yesterday was 
kl, quoted as saying he will resign as 
' ctpnager of Argentina's national soc- 

C« team following -the very fast 
game of my team in the next World 
t pp. which 1 hope is the July 8 final " 

Milan stadium 

MJ L AN, Italy, April 4, <AP):-Thc 
iraernational soccer federation 
I Rua) has urged Italian organisers to 
replace the turf at Milan’s Meazza 
stadium, where the World Cup 
opener between Argentine and 
Cameroon is scheduled June g. 

Argentina win 

BELFAST . April 4, ( Reuter): World 
champions Argentina, minus Diego 
Maradona, ended their 10-match 
goalless run by beating Northern 
upland club side Lin field I4J yester- 
day. 

Ajax triumph 

AMSTERDAM. April 4, f Reuter): 
Ajax Amsterdam smashed five goals 
past relegation-doomed Haarlem to 
go level on points with PSV Eind- 
hoven at the top of the Dutch League 
yesterday. 

Perimeter fencing 

LONDON. April 4. (Reuter): 
Perimeter fencing at Sheffield Wed- 
nesday's Hillsborough soccer 
ground where 95 fans were crushed 
to death a year ago is to be taken 
down at the end of the season. 

Appeal lost 

liONDON. April 4, fR cuter): For- 
i&er West Ham manager Lou Macari 
1<W *“s appeal yesterday against his 
c^ilsorstup by the English Football 
Association (FA 1 for breaching rules 
ob betting while in charge at Second 
Division Swindon. 

Brazil squad 

*10 DE JANEIRO, BrariL April 4, 
(APk Sebastiao Lazaroni. coach of 
Brazil’s national soccer team, has 
confirmed he will name injured star 
Romano to the World Cup squad 
t|dspitea broken leg. 

«! - 

Pita president 

RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazfl, April 4, 
(AP): Joao Havdange, president of 
soccer's international ruling body 
(Fifa), says he bas no intention of 
lifting the lifetime ban on Chilean 
flSfterto RejBTh 
paper reported yesterday- - f 

Major stadium 

PARIS. April 4, (AP): The French 
National Olympic and sports com- 
. ipittee yesterday proposed consmic- 
of a major stadium in the Boisde 
Viffixnnes. on the outskirts of Paris, 
as part of a bid u> play host to the 
t988 World Cup soccer tournament. 

Marsh banned 

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.. April 4, 
(Reuter): Henry Marsh, former 
Rational champion in the 3,000- 
hUetre steeplechase and four-time US 
Olympian, has been suspended for 
years for faQing to be tested for 
drugs, the Athletics Congress (TAC) 
said yesterday. 

Brabham quits 

Condon, April 4, (Reuter): Gary 
Brabham yesterday resigned as 
Grand Prix driver for the Life racing 
pngincs Formula One team because 
of dissatisfaction at the team’s lack of 
progress this season. 

Washburn jailed 

DECATUR, Georgia, April 4, (AP): 
Chris Washburn, who was expelled 
jxom the National Basketball 
Association because of drug 
problems,' was in a suburban Atlanta 
jail yesterday after his arrest, for 
cocaine and marijuana possession. 

Title defence 

(NEWARK, New Jersey, April 4, 
*A P): 1BF junior welterweight xhn- 
pion Julio Cesar Chavez must defend 
jhis title against Meldrick Taylor 
Within six months, the boxing organ- 
isation ruled yesterday. 

IBanespa Open 

■RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil, April 4, 
‘■(AP): Top-seeded Luiz Mattar of 
'Brazil beat countryman Jaime 
■Oncins in a corae-from-behind 1-6. 7- 
3. 6- 1 first-round victory yesterday to 
{the $250,000 Banespa Open tennis 

•tournament. 

Estoril Open 

ESTORIL, Portugal. April 4. (AP): 
•Top seeded Jay Berger of ite United 
JS tales trounced Portugal s Joao 

/ ^tunhade Silva 6-1. 6-3 yesterday, to 

Afl Advance to the second roundof the 
lA -5250,000 ATP men’s Estonl Open. 
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Fiorentina, Bremen draw 1-1 

Sampdoria hold Monaco 


MONACO. April 4. (Reuler): 
Two goals by star striker Gian- 
luca Vialli gave Sampdoria a 2-2 
t w * al M 0naco yesterday 10 put 
tne Italian side in sighi or a 
second successive European Cup 
Winner’s Cup final 

VfeUlL back in first team action 
after two months out with a fool 
injury, stunned the French 
League club with two goals in 
three minutes in the second half 
of the semifinal first leg. 

He fired home a 7Sth minut'* 
penalty then followed up with a 
superb header. 


Monaco dominated the first 
hall and led through Liberian 
George Weah in Ibc 43rd minute. 
Fabrics Mcge equalised in the 
79 th minute. 

Hie outcome may prove insuf- 
ficient tor Monaco in the return 
leg in Genoa in two weeks against 
the learn who lost lo Barcelona in 
last year’s final. 

Weah. voted Africa’s Foot- 
baller of the Year in 1 989, headed 
home a pass from Argentine 
Ramon Diaz lo silence 10,000 
Sampdoria supporters. 

The goal was richly deserved 



Monaco's Marcel Dib (left) and a Sampdoria player chase after the ball. 
(Reuter wirepholo) 


because Monaco's allocking pair 
had constantly outshone Samp- 
doria 7* duo of VialJj and Roberto 
Mancini. 

As early as (he third minute, 
Diaz had missed an idea] chance 
after a perfect pass from Weah. 
Weah was guilty of two glaring 
missed chances in the 35th and 
37th minutes. 

Spurred by the setback, Vialli 
and Mancini found all their Hair 
in the second half. 

In the 49th minute, Mancini 
threatened Monaco goalkeeper 
Jean-Luc Ettori for the first lime 
with a vicious header from a pass 
by Vialli. 

F.leven minutes later Auilio 
Lombardo fed Mancini, who 
lobbed Ellon but the hall rolled 
narrowly wide. 

Sampdoria finally broke 
through when Vialli was awar- 
ded a penalty after a foul by 
Roger Mendy. 

Three minutes later, in a copy 
of Monaco's first goal. Vialli 
headed home his second from a 
splendid pass by Mancini. 

Monaco levelled straight away 
when Mege broke clear on his 
own and lobbed Luca Pagliuca. 
• A bizarre own goal in the 
dying seconds by Fiorentina 
goalkeeper Marco Landucci 
kept alive Werder Bremen's 
hopes of a place in the UEFA 
Cup final with a 1-1 draw in their 
semifinal first leg yesterday. 

Landucci fumbled a curled 
corner in the 90th minute after a 
collision with defender Sergio 


Baitisiini and the ball ended in 
lhe net to cam the West German 
side a draw to take to lhe second 
leg in Italy m two weeks. 

But the mistake was just 
reward fora hard-working Wer- 
der side who attacked through- 
out but had been hit by a break- 
away goal by Marco Nappi in the 
78th' minute. 

Much to the distaste of the 
232.000-crowd, Fiorentina 
packed thrirdefence with players 
lor most of the match, making it 
difficult for the West Germans to 
find space to shoot at goal. 

“We attacked one goal for vir- 
tually the whole 90 minutes,” 
Werder coach Otto Rehhagel 
said afterwards. “The equaliser 
wav justice.” 

Fiorentina packed all eleven 
players into their own penalty 
area on several occasions in the 
second half to hold off Werder 
who knocked holders Napoli out 
of the competition in the third 
round. 

“The Italians concentrated on 
t heir defe nee as ex peeled so it was 
very difficult for us to score,” 
Rehhagel said. ”My team battled 
brilliantly. We are still in with a 
great chance for the second leg.” 

But Fiorentina coach Fran- 
cesco Graa'ani. whose negative 
defensive tactics won him few 
friends among the bremen 
crowd, said he believed his team 
would have a psychological 
advantage when the teams met a 
second lime. 



Liverpool go 3 points clear 


LONDON, April 4, (Reuter): 
Ian Rush hit his 22nd goal of the 
season to help Liverpool beat 
Wimbledon 2-1 and go three 
points clear at the top of the 
English Soccer League yester- 
day. 

Welsh international striker 
Rush gave Liverpool a ninth 
minute lead and Scotland's 
Gary Gillespie put the home 
team 2-0 ahead with the final 
kick of the first half. 

But Wimbledon, boasting the 
best away record in the First 
Division, refused to lie down 
I and pulled back a goal in the 
mHBMe Th raggh^Ferry Gib- 
son m a goalmouth scramble. 

Liverpool, beaten 2-1 by 
Wimbledon in a memorable 
1 988 FA Cup final at Wembley, 
were without injured striker 
Peter Beardsley but his England 
teammate John Barnes fitted 
smoothly into the central 
attacking role alongside Rush. 

Barnes set up the opening 
goal, stroking the ball out to 
Rush on the right of the area for 
the Welshman to control before 


smashing a ferocious shot into 
the back of the net. 

Wimbledon had come close 
to scoring from their first corner 
or the match a minute before 
Rush's goal and both teams had 
narrow misses in the last ! 5 min- 
utes with Wimbledon substitute 
Alan Cork hooking over the 
Liverpool bar in injury time. 

Liverpool now have 62 points 
and have played one match less 
than nearest rivals Aston Villa 
who have 59 points rrom 32 
games. 

In the night's other First Div- 
ision action, Southampton, 
beaten 3-2 at- Anfield on-Satur- 
day, lost 2-0 at home to Queen’s 
Park Rangers with both goals 
coming in the last 1 5 minutes. 

Danny Maddix headed QPR 
ahead in the 75th minute and 
Roy Wegerle rounded off the 
scoring 10 minutes later. 

Results 

Eagtiti) DrrteonOne 
Liverpool 2 Wimbledon 1 

Southampton 0 Q.P.R 2 

Eapkh DhMoa Two 
Bournemouth I Wolves I 

Barnsley 0 Blackburn 0 

Leicester 3 CHdhazn 0 


Newcastle 3 Plymouth I 

Sheffield U I Sunderland 3 

Engfeh D l rirt u aTbrt* 

Ballon 3 Reading 0 

Huddersfield 0 Prcsion 2 

Mansfield 5 Birmingham 2 

Rotherham 1 Bristol City 2 

Shrewsbury 2 Northampton 0 

Swansea 0 Leyton Orient I 

Eoffah Dmsioo Fow 
Burnley 0 Chesterfield 0 

Scottish Dmrioo One 
Airdrie 3 Clydebank 4 

Scottish Dhfafea Two 
Dumbarton I Kilmarnock 3 

Standings 

English League Division One soccer 
table after matches played yesterday 
(tabulate under — played, won. drawn, 
lost, goals for, against, points): . 

Liverpool 31 18 S 5 58 31 62 
Aston Villa „ _ *y| ^ £,«, JO, 59, 
ml 31 16 5 10 46 30 Sf 


Arsenal 
Tottenham 
Everton 
Chelsea 
Q.P.R. 

Nous Forest 

Norwich 

Coventry 

Wimbledon 

Southampton 

Derby 

Sheffield Wed 
Crystal P 
Manchester U 
Manchester C 
Luton 
Charlton 
Mill wall 


32 14 

31 14 

32 12 
31 12 

31 12 

32 1 1 

32 13 
31 10 
3211 
31 II 

33 10 

31 II 

32 10 

31 H 

32 7 
32 7 
32 S 


12 48 41 4g 
II 44 37 48 

S 48 43 48 
9 38 32 46 
11 42 36 44 

10 34 35 44 
14 34 46 44 

8 40 3S 43 

11 60 57 43 

13 37 31 40 
13 32 43 40 

13 36 57 40 

14 40 40 38 

10 13 33 46 34 

12 13 35 49 33 

9 16 27 43 30 

10 17 37 55 25 


Swiss beat 
Romanians 

LUCERNE, Switzerland. April 4. 
(Reuter): Swiss captain Heinz Her- 
mann celebrated his 100th inter- 
national yesterday by scoring in his 
country's 2-1 defeat of Romania in a 
soccer friendly. 

World Cup finalist Romania, 
without several Dinamo Bucharest 
players who were released for a 
European Cup Winners' Cup 
semifinal with Anderlecht of Bel- 
gium today, went ahead through a 
penalty by Gheorghe Hagi in the 
26th minute. 

The young Swiss team, who failed 
to qualify for Italy, stormed the 
Romanian goal in search of the 
equaliser and Hermann levelled 
seconds before halftime. 

. Neuchatd JKamax striker Frederic 
' Chassoi. who has scored five goals 
for the Swiss League leaders in their 
last four games, put the hosts ahead 
with an opportunist goal three min- 
utes into the second half. 

Romania, fresh from their recent 
3-1 victory over fellow-World Cup 
qualifiers Egypt in Cairo, tried hard 
to get on terms bu t were well held by a 
resolute Swiss defence. 

The win after the 1-0 defeat by 
World Cup hosts Italy in Basle on 
Saturday was a welcome morale- 
booster for Swiss national coach Uli 
Stidikc after four defeats in seven 
matches. 


Bremen’s Karl Heinz Riedle (centre) is sandwiched between Fioren- 
tina s Pm (lei!) and Maiussi. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Wright and Chung win 

IT was Novices Cup Day at the Hunting and Equestrian Golf Club last Friday. 
Ian Wright with 28 handicap won the men's trophy and housewife J. R. Chung 
32 handicap won the women's trophy. The novices contest was pan of the 
March medal the main competition of the day . 

Sixty-eight golfers turned our ro contest for ihree divisional medals under 
ideal weather conditions and the winners were: 

Division “ A” : J . H . Kim (9 ) carded 69 to win by one stroke from Adrian Assaf 
(4) who carded a 70 and C. K. Lira (7) was with 71 in third place 
Division “B” was won by R_ K. Sethi (15) who carded 68 from Ernest 
Cunningham (17) with a 69 and R. Hopkins (20) also with 69. 

Division “C* winner was Y. K. Lee (22) who carded 66 to win on a count back 
from Y. K. Leeia (27}aho with 66 and in third place Y. B. K won 1 25) carded 68. 

The best gross of the day was 74 by Adnan Assaf (4) H. S. Nam won the 
longest drive for men on the par-5 twelfth and Monique !c Meuron was the 
winner of the ladies longest drive on the same hole. J. R. Chung had the most 
accurate shot of the day to win nearest to the pin contest on the par-3 third. 



All the winners wilh Iheir prizes. 


Red Viking wins Spring Series, Shammal second 


THE Kuwait Offshore Sailing 
Association concluded its Spring 
Series last Friday with a long dis- 
tance race, SSI 1. Unfortunately, 
the race was abandoned due to 
coastal security reasons; this 
meant that the pre-race leader. Red 
Viking was declared the winner of 
the Spring Series. 

SSI 1 was scheduled as a long 
distance overnight passage race to 
Taylors Rock (35 miles South-East 
of Ras Salmiya) and back lo the 
Shaab Marina. Die last minute 
failure to gain the required 
approval from the Kuwait 
Regulatory Body caused the race 
to Jbc rescheduled to a course 
within Kuwait Bay. 

Very light weather conditions 
resulted in the race officer post- 
poning the race start by one hour 
to 5:00 pm. The seven partitiptiug 
yachts drifted aimlessly around die 
start line in an effort to avoid being 
stranded downiide. 

With just over a minute to the 
gun Danat and Gull Wing went for 
the start-line on starboard tack. 
The former boat used her leeward 
right-of-way position to force Gull 
Wing to tack onto port and miss 
the line. Meanwhile Red Viking 
had moved up w challenge Danai 
for right-of-way with the result 
that she too was forced to miss her 
run at the line. 
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Red Viking (left) and Shammal: took first and second positions respectively 


So, it was Red Viking dial cros- 
sed the line first and immediately 
caught the new North-East breeze. 
Gull Wing staged a superb 


recovery after throwing a quick 
gybe and building good boat 
speed. ShammaJ had opted to start 
down the line and was struggling to 


find the fresh breezes although she 
was not m as much trouble as 
Good Kompany and Magic Flute 
which had failed to find any breeze. 


As a result of the wind shift the 
first mark was no longer a wind- 
ward mark; the first leg had 
become a beam reach and the 
quick thinking Shammal team 
hoisted a spinnaker to pull clear of 
Red Viking and rounded the mark 
in third place behind Gull Wing 
and Danat. 

The second leg ro Bell Buoy 
proved to be a beat in gentle 6 knot 
breezes with the aid of a very strong 
springs ebb tide. Gull Wing was 
relishing the conditions and bad 
opened up a very handy lead over 
her tic-for-tac opponent, Danat. 
Red Viking tacked onto port after 
deciding there was no value in sit- 
ting on Shammal's transom. 

With the sun setting over the ci ty 
skyline, the fleet converged on Bell 
Buoy. It was apparent that the ebb 
tide would sweep the boats 
towards the mark. Gull Wing 
maintained her lead, and passing 
Bell Buoy, set off in pursuit of the 
Mast's mark. Danat had sailed a 
higher course and had to come off 
the wind hurriedly in order to 
make the mark. 

Red Viking had over-stepped 
the mark and combined with a l ail- 
ing breeze found herself stranded 
downed® of Bell Buoy. Her crew 
were forced to knock down a 
second sundowner as they witnes- 
sed the fleet race by; Shammal. 
Good Kompany, Magic Flute and 


Whispering rode the- amazingly 
strong tide to their advantage. 

With the sun well and truly set 
the various crews donned wanner 
clothing and looked forward to 
what they all hoped would be an 
enjoyable nights sail. Gull Wing 
tacked into port and appeared to 
sail past the Mast’s mark. This let 
Danat in as she maintained her 
heading and turned a 10 minute 
deficit into a 5 minute lead. 

Meanwhile, Red Viking bad 
extracted herself from the depths 
of Bell Buoy and overtook Sham- 
mal. Good Kompany and Whisp- 
ering by sailing a direct line for the 

After gybing the Mast's mark, 
the leading Danat was intercepted 
by a branch of the local security 
forces and advised to abandon the 
race and return to the Shaab 
Marina. With great disappoint- 
ment all Kosa yachts realised the 
race was over and dispondently 
made iheir way back to Shaab. 

Results of the Kosa Spring 
Series: 1 ) Red Viking 2) Shammal 
3) Magic Rule. 

The local racing calendar has 
now concluded and the focus for 
the nexi month is directed towards 
Bahrain. A feeder race. Shaab lo 
Khiran Resort over a 75 mile dis- 
tance is scheduled for Thursday 
April 1 2 starting at 4:00 pm. 


Faldo set 
to defend 
Masters 
golf title 


AUGUSTA. Ga . April 4. (Reuicr): 
Nick Faldo is not worried about suc- 
cessfully defending his Masters title 
this year. 

“There's no pressure on me to 
repeat.” the 32-year-old Englishman 
said yesterday, two days before the 
stan of the 1990 Masters. 

"That's only been done by Jack.” 
he explained, referring to Jack Nick- 
fa US. one of the gnuiesi golfers of all 
time and the only one to win back-to- 
back Masters. 

"I'm able lo forget about last year. 
Once I start out there, it’s ail fresh.” 
said an obviously relaxed Faldo, who 
won the coveted green jacket of the 
Masters champion last year with a 
birdie on the second hole of a sudden 
death plavolY with American Scott 
Hoch. 

While Faldo, the 1985 British 
Open champion, look a casual 
attitude toward winning consecutive 
Masters titles, he acknow ledged that 
he was in a good position to do just 
that. 

“I'm feeling better than 1 did last 
year,” he told reporters after a prac- 
tice round over the 6.905-yard (6,3 1 3 
metre) course at the Augusta 
National Golf Club, permanent 
home of the Masters. 

*i fed well prepared. It's just a 
matter of being relaxed and goingout 
and playing.” Faldo added. 

However, repealing as Masters 
champion has proven almost impos- 
sible over the years. 

Since the great Bobby Jones foun- 
ded the tournament in 1934 only 
Nicklaus has managed the feat — in 
1965 and 1 966 — but barely. He had 
to survive an 18-hole playoff with 
two others to do it. 

When Sandy Lyle, Faldo's Scott- 
ish nemesis, returned to Augusta last 
year after winning his green jacket in 
1988. he failed to make the cut with 
rounds of 77 and 76. 

Seve Ballesteros, the brilliant 
Spaniard considered to be one of the 
world's best these day, won the Mas- 
ters in 1980 and 1983 and he, too, 
failed to make the cut the following 
years. 

Faldo has his work cut out for him 
this week as there are any number of 
players here who could win this 
event, the first of goir s four, ‘major’ 
championships. 

One need look no further than the 
50-year-old Nicklaus, who has won 
the Masters six times — two more 
than anyone else. 

Nicklaus, who has also been 
second at Augusta four times, is com- 
ing ofT a victory on Sunday in the first 
‘senior* tournament of his career and 
he says he is playing some of the best 
golf of his life. 

Nicklaus shares Augusta Nation- 
al's 72-hole record of27l — 1 7 under 
par. "Obviously I like the course and 
know how to play it,” he said of 
Augusta after his four-stroke victory 
in the seniors event on Sunday. 

Ballesteros could also start lhe 
1990s as be did the 1980s. when he 
won the first of his two green jackets. 

While he has not played up to his 
usual form this year, Ballesteros fini- 
shed a strong third on Sunday in the 
US PGA Tour event at the 
Woodlands in Texas and he could be 
poised for victory here. 

If anyone is ready to win at 
Augusta, it could be Australian Greg 
Norman, who has finished within 
one stroke of the winner in three of 
the past four Masters — including 
1 987. when Lany Mize chipped in for 
a birdie on the second hole of their 
playoff. 

Norman has already won once in 
this country — at the Dor, I Open, 
when he dupped in for an eagle on 
the first playoff hole — and be fini- 
shed second in the Bay Hill Classic 
two weeks ago. 


Nicklaus hits 
spectator 

AUGUSTA, Georgia, April 4, 
(AP): Jack Nicklaus, fresh offhis 
first victory as a senior, hit a spec- 
tator with a golf ball yesterday 
during his firsr practice round at 
the Masters. 

Nicklaus, a six-lime Masters 
champion, hooked his second 
shot on the 555- yard par 5 second 
hole and the ball hit the spectator 
just below the right eye. 

Another spectator used a ban-' 
d kerchief to stem the flow of 
blood. Nicklaus came over and 
apologized, patting the man on 
the back. 

Nicklaus resumed his round 
wilh Greg Norman and Arnold 
Palmer after a few’ minutes of 
conversation with the injured 
spectator. 


KPBC set to take on EEI for KPBL1 st Conference title 


£E1 — Engineering Equipment Inc. 
Eutle KPBL-Kuwaii Pre-Fab. Build- 



KHC-Bayan 


School Gym. Game 
fight after the Tnco v 

erojSef i» h®*® their hands 
fuu i te K?Sc 5 go all om to av«.gc 
thei r One-Day Ourniponstap loss to 
fte former, to iheirpre^o^Mco^ 
in a tost of skill ^ 

KPBC bowed out 63-65- 
score stood at 32-35 in favourofEEI. 


« t^^assriss 

J* V . Nissan A) Bahrain: Ne^was-Tnoo 




■ SanW whTtoey beat to the tune 


of 105-102 and rounding up the elimin- 
ations was their roul oFKRP 108-88. In 
the single round robin championship. 
EEI first demolished KHC-Bayan 130- 
103 and then arranged a title showd- 
own with KPBC with a masterful win 
over Trico International 121-109. 

KPBC on the other hand, started 
out with an easy win over Overland 
1 1 8-77, then followed it up with a 1 13- 
69 thrashing of Kay & Associates. They 
had their hands Full with the KHC- 
Bayan but still managed to win by 16 
points 97-73. and wound up their 
elimination round schedules wth a 10- 
point margin over KDD 100-90. In the 
single round robin championship. 
KPBC hist beat its rival Trico Inter- 
national 103-93 and then coasted to a 
98-87 victory over KHC-Bayan. 


EEI averaging 111.17 points per 
jjame (667 points in 6 games) and yield- 
ing an average of 92.5 points per game 
(555 points in 6 games) is expected to be 
led by Greg Lugo. Celso Tuadles, Tony 
Zalavanria, Arpei Dingson and Rey 
Garcia. Supporting them win be Juan, 
Caneda. Pantulgo, Cabigon, Pepito, 
Afojado, Garilao and Branzuela. They, 
however, are at a disadvantage of sorts 
as skipper Lito Molina has left the 
country. 

KPBC. scoring a total of 629 points 
in 6 games for an average of 105 points 
per game and yielding a total of 489 
points for an average of 81.5 points per 
game are going to be led by the inspired 
play ofEdwin Castro The Macho Man 
from Adan*. He will be ably supported 
by Li to de la Cruz, Ric “Tigas", Emy 


‘Carnation”, “Heartbreak Kid” Bar- 
celona (former EEI player Butch 
Arganoza and Len Serrano. The olher 
KPBC dribblers who will play the 
reliever's role are Alejandrino. Liio 
'‘Alaska”, Ed Manuel. Richard Mer- 
cado, Emil Caro, and Fer “Pasav Kid” 
Dela Cruz. 

Offensive-wise EEI looks the lop 
pick. However defensively KPBC 
seems a wise bet as no opponent of 
KPBC managed to score over 94 
points. Experts predict a down to wire 
cardiac finish with the ream maintain- 
ing iheir composure in the end game 
prevailing. 

In other marches of the day. the Isr 
game starting at 3:00 pm will be KRP v 
Overland. Overland, last week's loser 
to KDD by a mere 2 points (83-85). are 


expected to go all out for that win that 
could earn them the top slot in the 
Consolation Round. 

The second match of the day is bet- 
ween AJ Ghanim Freight* Travel and 
the depleted KDD-Kuwait Danish 
Dairy. This is also a winner- take-all 
match for the Consolation Round pen- 
danL Al Ghanim is slightly favoured 
with the return of vaccationing player 
Danny Sacueza to its fold. 

The 3rd gameof the day will pitTrico 
International against KHC-Bayan. 
This is going to be another exciting and 
interesting match as the two teams meet 
for the very first rime to dispute 3rd & 
4th Places respectively KHC-Bayan. 
the darling of the crowd wll again be led 
by Mr. X-Ortega who promised again 


to put up a decent show for everyone. 

Friday’s schedules are as follows: 
3:00 pm KRP v OTC. 

4:30pm KDD v Al Ghanim 
6:00 pm Trico v KHC-Bayan 
7:30 pm EEI v KPBC 
9:30 pm awarding of prizes 

In a related development the KPBL 
Secretariate has announced that in co- 
operation with the Philippine embassy 
herein Kuwait a pool of 30 players will 
be established and trained to compete 
in other basketball tournaments being 
held here in Kuwait. All players who 
are interested to try out for the teams 
are requested to contact the secretary- 
general, or any of the KPBL board 
members. • 

It was also announced that the 
KPBL 2nd -Conference is tentatively 


set for May 2S-August 24 pending the 
availability of the playing venue. The 
2nd-Con Terence shall include among 
others. An Invitational Tournament, 
The RegularToumamenL ladies' bask- 
etball aqnd volleyball, three point 
Shoot-Out and many more culminat- 
ing in the possibility of bringing any of 
the Manila based PB A teams to Kuwait 
fora three-day toumamenL 

Full details of Friday's games as well 
as KPBL highlights will be covered 
exclusively by the Arab Times in Sun- 
day's edition. 

KPBL fans are advised lo check out 
the Trico International office, located 
at the ground floor of the Souk AJ 
Waliya (Adidas) for free bus transpor- 
tation Kuwait-Kaifan-Kuwail starting 
from 2:30 pm - 10:30 am. 
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Dope tests 

COLOGNE. West Germany. April 
4. (Reuter): Random dope tests in 
training must be underway world- 
wide by next year to safeguard the 
credibility of top-class sport at the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics, a leading 
doping expert said yesterday. Inter- 
national Olympic Committee (IOC) 
drugs expen Manfred Donikc said 
sport needed to move fast to 
introduce tests for muscle-building 
anabolic steroids to make sure ath- 
letes could be proved to be drugs- free 
in the last year before Barcelona. 

NBA games 

NEW YORK. April 4. (Reuter): 
Results of National Basketball 
Association (NBA) games played yes- 
terday: 

Detroit P 93 Boston 82 

New York 106 Cleveland 97 

Golden Slate 127 Orlando 126 

Philadelphia 133 Houston 112 

Chicago 109 Indiana 102 

Minnesota 92 San Antonio 90 

Utah 127 Charlotte 104 

LA Clippers 114 Sacramento 105 

Seattle 136 Portland 134 

Phoenix 117 Dallas III 

IOC member 

NAIROBI. Kenya. April 4, (AP): 
Reginald S. Alexander, a Kenyan 
politician, sports enthusiast, and lon- 
gtime member of the International 
Olympic Committee, has died of an 
undisclosed illness. He was 75. 

Tour winner 

■ PARIS, April 4. (AP): Greg 
Lcmond. winner of the Tour De 
France and the World Cycling 
Championships, plans to take the 
month of April off from competition 
to recuperate, officials from his Z 
cycling team said yesterday. 

Italian club 

ROME, April 4. (AP): Messaggero 
Roma, the Italian basketball club 
that has been chasing young 
American stars since last year, is bid- 
ding for Loyola Marymount Univer- 
sity forward Bo Kimble, club sources 
said yesterday. 

Portuguese GP 

LISBON. Portugal. April 4, (AP): 
The Formula One circus will not 
come to town for September’s Por- 
tuguese Grand Prix. unless the 
owners of the Estoril race track and 
the Portuguese Automobile Club 
end a bitter feud by Thursday, the 
president of the National Auto Rac- 
ing Authority said. 

Mendy hurt- 

ST ETIENNE, France. April 4, 

( UPI': Bernard Mendy. St Etienne's 
international B team striker, will 
miss the rest of the French League 
season with a pulled left thigh mus- 
cle, team officials said yesterday. 
Mendy was injured Saturday in his 
club's 1-1 draw with Toulouse. 

Elimination fight 

NAIROBI, April 4. (UPI): Kenyan 
Juma Kutondo will meet 34-year-okl 
Dave Chibuye of Zambia in a 12- ' 
round Commonwealth light-welter- 
wtight elimination fight in Nairobi 
Saturday, local boxing promoter 
Reuben Ndolo announced yester- 
day. 

Japanese stadium 

TOKYO. April 4. (UPI): The 
National Stadium, main site of the 
1960 Tokyo Olympic games, was 
closed for seven months, starring 
Monday, to undergo face lifting 
reconstruction in preparation for the 
World Track and Field Champion- 
ships next year, the Japan Amateur 
Athletic Federation said yesterday. 

Austrian director 

VIENNA. April 4. (UPI): Austria's 
Davis Cup team director Ronald 
Ldtgcb said yesterday he is against 
using the indoor ferry Dusika 
Stadium when Austria faces the US 
in the semifinals September. "We 
should have it outdoors." said Leit- 
geb, who is also Thomas Muster's 
manager. 

Dutch captain 

LEUVEN. Belgium. April 4. (UP0: 
Dutch captain Ruud Gullit will have 
fully recovered from a year-long 
injury and reach match fitness for the 
World Cup soccer finals in Italy, his 
surgeon said yesterday. Gullit, the 
dreadlocked AC Milan star, under- 
went three operations on a knee 
injury under the supervision of 
specialist Dr Martens of Leuven 
University Hospital. Belgium. 


Richardson, Best hit half centuries 

West Indies beat England 


BRIDGETOWN, Barbados. 
April 4, (Reuter): Richie Richar- 
dson struck a superb 80 to guide 
West indies to a four-wicket vic- 
tory over England with three 
bails to spare in the fifth and final 
one-day international yesterday. 

It gave West Indies a 3-0 win m 
the series with the first two mat- 
ches having been abandoned due 
to rain. It was their. 16th con- 
secutive one-day victory in the 
Caribbean, their last defeat being 
four years ago against England 
in Port of Spain. 

West Indies, who won the loss 
and decided to field, scored 217 
for six in 37.3 overs in reply to 
England's 214 for three. 

But what will worry England is 
not their fifth successive one-day 
defeat against West Indies, but 
the thumb injury sustained by 
their replacement belsmen 
David Smith. 

Smith was struck a nasty blow 
by a short ball from Ezra 
Moseley, the same bowler who 
broke one of Graham Gooch's 
fingers and precipitated Smith's 
call-up. 

An X-ray showed there was no 
fracture but bad bruising may 
still ' alter England's plans to 
include him in the team for the 
fifth Test match starting 
tomorrow. 

Smith also has a cut on his chin 
caused by the ball bouncing into 
his face after he was struck. He 
was also bit on the helmet by 



Richardson: hit an excellent 80 


Moseley's first ball and later 
played on to the Barbadian after 
having made a disappointing five 


runs in 14 overs. 

Although the match, reduced 
to 38 overs-a-side because of 


rain, went to the last over the 
outcome was never really in 
doubt after Richardson and 
Carlisle Best had put on 1 12 in IS 
overs for the third wicket. * 

Des Haynes had given the 
innings a tremendous start with 
45 from 53 ball s as the 50 came up 
in the 1 1th over. Haynes hit seven 
fours as well as a six before he was 
out to a brilliant catch at mid-on 
by Nasser Hussain off spinner 
Eddie Hemmings. 

Richardson, who was dropped 
twice, reached his 50 from only 
57 balls and was finally fifth out 
in the 35th over when be tried to 
swing Gladstone Small over mid- 
wicket and lost hi s off-stump. He 
hit 1 1 fours as well as a six over 
extra cover off David Capel. 

Best’s 51 was no less flam- 
boyant, coming off 44 balls and 
indudingsix fours and six flicked 
effortlessly off his legs off Small 
who was easily the pick of the 
England bowlers. 

England’s total was a bigger 
one than at one time had seemed 
attainable. When Wayne Lark- 
ins was yorked for 34 by Court- 
ney Walsh in the 25th over the 
score was only 98 but Lamb 
joined Robin Smith to add 64 in 
eight overs. 

Cutting and driving with 
immense power, Smith reached 
his 50 from 71 balls. In all he hit 
seven fours and faced 85 balls 
before he was brilliantly runout 
for 69 by Curtly Ambrose off his 


own bowling. 

Five overs remained after 
Smith's dismissal and 52 were 
plundered from them with Lamb 
racing to a superb unbeaten 55 
which included seven fours. 

Scoreboard 

ENGLAND 

D. Smith 0 Moseley 5 

w. Larkins b Walsh •. 34 

R. Smith run out 69 

A Lamb run out 55 

N Hussain not out 15 

Extras (b-2 Ib-6w-t4 nb-l 2) 36 

Total (38 overs) 214 

(innings closed) 

Fall of wickets: 1-4 2-98 3-161 

Did not bat D. Capel. J. Russell. P. 
DeFreitas, C. Lewis. G. Small, E. Ham- 
mings. 

Bowling: Ambrose 9-2-31-0, Walsh 
8-0-49-1 , Moseley 7-0-43-1 . Marshall 
8-0-50-0. Hooper 6-0-31 -0. 

WEST INDIES 

D. Haynes c Hussain b Hemmings- 45 
G. Greenidgec Russell b Small — 6 

R. Richardson b Small — : 80 

C. Best c sub b Capel ._ 51 

G. Logie c Larkins b DeFreitas _... 2 

C. Hooper c Larkins b Small 12 

J. Dujon not out 11 

E Moseley not : 1 

Extras (lb-6 nb-2 w-1) 9 

Total (six wickets, 373 overs) 217 

Fall of wickets 1-39 2-78 3-190 4- 
1935-1996-212 

Did not bat: Malcolm Marshall, 
Curtly Ambrose, Courtney Walsh. 

Bowling: Small 9-1-29-3, DeFreitas 
8.3-0-63-1 , Lewis 5-0-35-0, Capel 6-0- 
53-1 , Hemmings 9-0-31 -1 . 

Result West Indies won by four 
wickets 


Agassi rallies to tame McEnroe 


LAN DOVER, Maryland, April 
4. (UPI): Fourth-ranked Andre 
Agassi, using precision ground- 
strokes and some timely service 
returns, defeated a rusty John 
McEnroe 4-6, 6- 1 , 6-4, last night 
in an exhibition tennis match. 

Profits from the event will ben- 
efit the Hunger Project, an inter- 
national non-profit organisation 
dedicated to ending world hun- 
ger through education and com- 
munication. 

The match began light-hear- 
ted, with both players joking 
with the crowd. But midway 
through the first set! the clown- 
ing ended. McEnroe, upset with 
his erratic play and 10 double- 
faults, slammed several balls into 
the net and in the air. 

“It was pretty intense for an 
exhibition,’* said McEnroe. 
"You sense what the crowd 
wants, joking around or tennis. I 
think tonight this crowd wanted 
tennis.” 

Agassi scored the decisive 
break of the final set in ninth 
game to take a 5-4 lead. With the 
score tied at 15-15, Agpsi cap- 
tured the next two points with 
service returns that the out-of- 
position McEnroe was barely 
able to reach. 

Agassi, 19, sealed the match by 


wi n ni n g the final game at love, on 
a backhand passing shot. 

Agassi jumped out on top 
early, breaking McEnroe in the 
fourth game of Lhe match for a 
3-1 lead. But McEnroe, who has 
not played competitively for 
more than a month because of a 
groin pull, broke back in the 
seventh game and once again in 
the ninth to take a 5-4 lead. 
McEnroe closed out the set with 
two consecutive aces. 

Fresh off a victory over Stefan 
Edberg in the finals of the Lipton 
International Players Cham- 
pionships last week, Agassi 
broke McEnroe in the fourth and 
sixth games of the second set. In 
the sixth game, McEnroe held a 
40-15 lead, but double faulted in 


“Considering I haven't played 
that much, I thought I played 
pretty well,” said McEnroe, 
currently ranked sixth in the 
world. 

■ And in Orlando, Fla, sixth- 
seed Jimmy Arias was sent pack- 
ing yesterday by little-known 
American John Ross 7-6 (7-5), 
1-6, 6-3 in the first round of the 
5250,000 Orlando Classic men’s 
tennis tournament. 

“Tonite was a great start for 
me,” said the 42Sth-ranked 
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Andre Agassi 

Ross, of his win over the 61st- 
ranked Arias. “Hopefully, it’s 
the sign of things to come.” 

In other first-round matches, 
fourth-seed Scott Davis barely 
edged past a tenacious, but ailing 
Thomas Hogstedt 4-6, 7-6 (7-5), 
6-4. The 77th ranked Hogstedt 
spent nine battling the flu pnor to 
arriving in Orlando. 

Seventh-seed Veli Paloheimo, 
of Finland, retired from his 


match with Miguel Nido after 
Nido won the first set 6-4. The 
73rd-ranked Paloheimo’s retur- 
ning to tennis following a one- 
month bout with pneumonia and 
said he felt disoriented. 

Ross’ career has hung in the 
balance since he injured his right 
knee late in the summer of 1989. 

Since then, the 26- year-old 
Ross — who’s also been both- 
ered by shoulder, ankle and groin 
problems — has played 
infrequently. 

“I was very near to question- 
ing whether I would play profes- 
sional tennis again,” Ross said. 
“After being unhealthy for a 
year, I was thinking maybe tennis 
was not supposed to be my 
career. I'm just- thankful Fm 
playing 100 per cent But it 
doesn't mean Fm going to set the 
world fire.” 

Ross came on-court with an 
effective game plan — to serve 
strong and crowd the net — and 
it worked likeacharm against the 
25-year-old Arias. 

Arias was noticeably ten- 
tative, particularly on his service 
returns, which gave Ross a big 
advantage. 

Although Ross let-up to let 
Arias into the second set, he took 
charge effectively in the third set. 


Crowe won’t 
play cricket for 
Queensland 

WELLINGTON, April 4, 
(Reuter): New Zealand batting 
hero Martin Crowe today 
quelled speculation he would 
play for Queensland in the Aus- 
tralian state's Sheffield Shield 
cricket matches next season. 

Crowe denied thathe had been 
swayed by comments that he 
would lose his job as New 
Zealand vice-captain. 

“I will be playing cricket in 
Wellington this coming season 
and continuing Test career for 
New Zealand,” the 27-year-old 
scorer of a record 10 Test cen- 
turies for New Zealand told a 
news conference. 

Crowe said the speculation 
was based oh a 10-minute chat he 
had with a Queensland cricket 
official last week in Brisbane. 

“I was interested (in going to 
Queensland) but I’ve made a 
decision to stay here.” 

Convenor of selectors Don 
Neely said earlier he could give 
the vice-captaincy for the 
upcoming England tour to 
someone who would be available 
for New Zealand next season. 

“To be honest I didn't hear 

what Don Neely said it was 

entirely a thing I sorted out 
myself," Crowe said 
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Jorgensen (right) with Buus. 


Jorgensen, Lillelund win 

FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD Jennie Jorgensen and Kirsten Lillelund stole 
theshow at the DanieliaTennis Open, held aL the Gazelle Club recently. 

Jorgensen lived up to his billing as favourite when he beat Carsten 
Buus 1-6 6-2 7-5 to take the title in the men's event. Buus just raced 
through the first set but Jorgensen got his game going in the second 
Buus was ahead 5-2 in the deciding set but Jorgensen refused to 
surrender and fought back to take the game and the title. 

Lillelund had an. easier time in the ladies section, where she beat y 
Henrik Jorgensen 6-3 6-2 to clinch the crown. " c 

Lillelund later combined with Jom Ratche to beat Jennie and 
Marianne 6-4 6-3 to take the doubles title. 

Jakob Hansen won the ’men's beginners’ section with a 6-4 7-5 
victory over Jom Ratche while Marianne W. was the best among the 
’ladies* beginners.’ Marianne beat Bente R. 7-4 in a one set game. 



CAIRO, April 4, (Reuter): Egypt 
has decided to scrap its League 
soccer competition to concen- 
trate qn preparations for June's 
World Cup finals, a sports 
official said today. 

Mohammed El-Siagi of the 
Egyptian Football Federation 
said the 22 First Division teams 
agreed ; on Tuesday to call off 
remaining matches. Plans for the 
less prestigious Egypt Cup com- 


petition remain unchanged. 

No games in the League con- 
test have been played since 
December because of warm-tftV 
matches and other preparations e 
for the World Cup in Italy. 

Egypt, drawn in Group F wiLh ^ 
England, the Netherland and - 
Ireland, last cancelled the ■ 
League in 1967 during the six- • 
day war, with Israel. 


Lendl receives libel dam ages 

Today pays undisclosed sum 


LONDON. April 4. (Reuter): 
World number one tennis 
player Ivan Lendl accepted 
substantial. libel damages 
from British newspaper yes- 
terday over allegations that 
he had a secret relationship 
with former beauty queen 
Pamella Bordes. 

Lendl's lawyer. Peter 
Sigler, told a London court 
the Czechoslovak tennis star 


had never even met Bordes. a 
former Miss India whose 
exploits have figured in 
Britain's scandal-seeking 
tabloid press for more than a 
year. 

Nicholas Armstrong, 
lawyer for the tabloid Today, 
said the newspaper now 
accepted there was no truth in 
its allegations of a relation- 


ship between Lendl and Bor- 
des. 

In addition to the undis- 
closed damages. Today 
agreed to pay Lendl's legal 
costs. 

Bordes. a one-time 
research assistant in the Brit- 
ish Parliament, has denied 
newspaper charges that she 
was a call-girl. 


Navratilova renews quest for 150th title 



Navratilova: thrashed Croffi 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, 
S.C., April 4. (Reuter): Top- 
seeded Martina Navratilova 
trounced feilow-American Halle 
Cioffi 6-2 6-1 yesterday in the 
second round of a S5Q0.000 
women's tennis tournament in 
her quest for her 150th singles 
title. 

Navratilova, ranked second in 
the world, lost her bid fora 1 50th 
title last week when she bowed to 
Katerina Maleeva of Bulgaria in 
the semifinals on day in Hous- 
ton. 

She said she was more concer- 
ned with her game, which was 
virtually flawless against Cioffi. 
than about a 1 50th tide. 

“One hundred and fifty is just 
a round number. It's not even the 
record,” said Navratilova, refer- 
ring to Chris Evert's 157 career 
singles titles. “I 've been looking 
ahead too much at tournaments. 
My next round is my toughest 
and then I'll gc from there.” 

Navratilova had difficulty 
serving and volley in the first set 


but the 69th-ranked Cioffi, a 
consistent baseliner who could 
not threaten Navratilova with 
hcTgroundstrokes, never found a 
way to break service. 

Third-seeded Zina Garrison 
of the United Slates used an 
efficient combination of serve- 
and-volley and patience from the 
baseline to beat Beverly Bowes 
6-2 6-2 in her second round 
match of the day court tour- 
nament. 

Fourth-seeded Conchita Mar- 
tinez had the most difficulty aim- 
ing the top eight seeds in action, 
all of whom received first round 
byes in Lhe 56-player tour- 
nament, but the Spanish teen- 
ager still earned a 7-6 (7-2) 6-0 
victory over American Camille 
Benjamin. 

Sixth-seeded Natalia Zvereva 
or the Soviet Union, a finalist 
here last year, outplayed Patricia 
Tarabini of Argentina 6-4 6-2 
while second-seeded Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario of Spain was not 
due to play her first match until 
this evening. 



Spanish government of an Olympics commission 
that includes cabinet ministers and is chaired by 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. Samaranch had 
si 


Maragall (le - 't) talks to IOC members before the joint meeting. (Reuter 1 wirephoto) 

IOC pleased with Barcelona’s progress 

BARCELONA. Spain, April 4, (AP): The head of 
the International Olympic Committee said yester- 
day that organizers of the 1992 Barcelona Summer 
Games have made great strides on construction 
projects essential to the success of the Games. 

IOC president Juan Antonio Samarahch also said 
be saw greater unity among the national, regional 
and city governments. 

In the past, officials have blamed each other for 
funding and construction delays in roads and public 
transportation projects needed to get people to and 
from the events. 

“This (unity) should provide a powerful boost to 
help complete the access roads needed around Bar- 
celona since it represents a firm commitment to 
getting them done m time," Samaranch said. 

Samaranch's comments came after a joint meet- 
ing of the IOC Co-ordinating Committee and the 
Barcelona Olympic Organizing Committee (Coob 
*92) chaired by the city's mayor, Pasquaf Maragall. 

Samaranch praised the creation last Friday by the 


at news reports have been critical of delays in 

financing and b inkling a new highway from Bar- 
celona's airport to the city centre. 

The reports also have highlighted political battles 
between the Barcelona mayor, a socialist like Gon- 
zalez, and regional Catalonian government chief 
Jordi Pujul, a conservative Catalonian natio nal;^ 
Barcelona is Catalonia's capital. 

“Everybody involved in the organization should 
always say what they think. But nobody should ever 
forget that we’re aO in the same boat working for a 
great Barcelona victory” said Samaranch, a native 
ofthecity. 

He also said the Catalonian regional government 
had promised to create a co-ordinating committee 
to cut through red tape and speed Olympic-related 
projects. 


English ban 
on Johnson 
condemned 

COLOGNE, West Germany, 
April 4, (Reuter): A top West 
German athletics official said 
yesterday that a move to stop 
Ben Johnson from competing 
m England was scandalous 
and undermined the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletics 
Federation (IAAF). 

"The English can’t just 
make a decision like that 
without the IAAF,” August 
Kirsch told Reuters. 

“It’s a scandal the way they 
are trying to undermine the 
rules of the IAAF. Inter- 
national rules say Johnson 
can run after the end of his 
ban,” Kirsch said. 

The English Amateur Ath- 
letics Association (AAA) on 
Monday reaffirmed its policy 
of not inviting any inter- 
national athlete banned for 
drug abuse to its meetings, 
including Canadian sprinter 
Johnson whose two-year ban 
ends in September. 

Kirsch, West Germany’s 
IAAF representative and his 
country’s National Olympic 
committee vice-president, 
said a move banning Johnson 
would need the support of the 
other IAAF members. 

“This is a classic case of 
England's tendency to exag- 
gerate things," he said. 

England's ban on Johnson 
who was stripped of his 100 
metres gold medal in Seoul 
after testing positive for 
steroids, is expected to be 
backed up by the British Ath- 
letics Board (BAB) which 
controls Grand Prix invita- 
tions. 
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